California Leperiment of Fish and Game
722 Capitel Avenue
Sacramento 1k, California

LICENSED FUR TRAPPERS REPCRT 195960

Data contained in this report was obtained from trapper submitted reports re~
ceived after the conclusion of the 1959~60 trapping season, Annual trapping

reports are required of trapper licensees by stote law,

A total of 583 trapping licenses was issued for the 1959-60 trapping season.
This number is lower by about 11 percent than the 657 licenses issued for
trapping in 1958-5%9. Of the 583 trappers licensed in 1959-60, 320 submitted
reports and 263 failed to report.

1958-59 1959-60
Licensees Reporting LE5 320
Licensees Nol Reporting 72 263
Total Trapping Licenses Sold 657 583
Licensees Who Repoérted, but
Did ot Trap 18l 80

The reported catch for the 1959-60 trapping season was a total of 52,400 pelts,
which was about 26 percent less than the 70,543 pelts reported for the 1952-59
season and continued the trapping decline which has been in evidence during
recent years.

The actual cash revemue received by trappers for furs caught in 1959-60 amounted
to a reported $62,028,76, about & percent less than the $67,348.97 collected in
1958-59.,

Fach year a sizeable number of skins are kept unsold by trappers, but still

have a monetary value for the purposes of this report. Therefore, the estimated
value of the fur catch in 1959-60 was sbout $65,954.00 or about 7 percent less
than the estimated value of $71,202.00 reported for 1958-59,

It should be noted that though the fur catch in 1959-60 was 27 percent below
the 1958-59 reported catch, the revenue from these furs declined only about
8 percent, due to the higher prices paid for most pelts in 1959-60.

Muskrats, with a total of 46,175 skins reported, continued the trend of former
years as the leader in the number of pelts taken, and also in the value of the
catch which was reported at $31,929.00. Despite this leadership the 1959-60
muskrat catch was 28 percent less than the 64,106 reported for the 1958-59
season and the value of the catch decreased by 20 percent below the $10,062.00
reported for 1958-59,
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The following table shows the number of animals taken and the average prices
received for the principal fur species:

Prices Reported

Number Taken

: % Price
Species 1958-59 1959-60 Change  1958-59 1959-60  GChange
Beaver 1,838 1,703 - Fe3 f 5.69 & 7.59 $+1510
Bobeat 222 175 -21.1 3.C6 La2l +] .18
Coyote 79 58 -30,0 1.22 2,08 + 86
Grey Fox 193 145 —24129 .26 .70 + Gl
Mink 1,634 1,486 - 9.0 8.69 8,69 —
Muskrat 64,106 46,175 -28,0 .66 73 + 07
Raccoon 1,295 1,370 + 6.0 1.16 1,56 + .50
Ring-iailed Cat Th ics 45,9 1.40 1,61 + .21
River Otter 83 101 +21.7 12.52 16.21 +3.69
Striped Skunk 656 928 415 83 «98 + .15

Revenue Received for Fur Catch as Reported By Trappers

Species 105859 1959-60
Badger & 1.00 % 25.75
Beaver 10,073.25 12,109.12
Bobeat 433,90 67075
Coyote 159.50 75.00
Grey Fox 33,30 61,10
Mink 13,879.%4 12,705.98
Muskrat 1L0,062,02 31,928,75
Cpossum 16.40 i8.75
Raccoon 1.2L5.47 1,942.90
Ring-tailed Cat 86.60 162.75
River Otter 1,026.64 1,637.00
Spotted Skunk 64,05 5740
Striped Skunk 403,10 621.90
Weasel 3,80 3.60
Total - $67,348,97 $62,028.76
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