LICENSED FUR TRAFPPERS REPORT - 1965-66

Data contained in this report was obtained from trapper submitted reports
received after conclusion of the 1965-66 fur trappiriz season., State law
stipulates that trapper reports shall be submitted te the Department of
Fish and Game prior to July 1 following the periocd for which the trapping
license was issued. Tt is mandatory that the trapper submit this report
in order to become eligible to purchase a trapping license the succeeding
yesar,

A total of 634 trapping licenses were sold for the 1965-66 fur trapping
season, a decrease of L percent from the 661 licenses sold in 196L-65,

196465 1965-66

Licensees Reported 508 341
Licensees Did Not Report 153 293
Total Trapping Licenses Sold 661 634
Licensees Who Heported But

Did Not Trap 155 82
Licensees Who Reported

Trapping Effort 353 259

Trapping effort was reported by 259 fur trappers in 1965-66, a drop of
20 percent from the 353 trappers who reported in 196465,

The 1965-66 fur catch of 64,885 pelts was lower by 2 pevcent than the catch
of 66,321 skins reperted in 196L-65,

Revenue received by trappers from the sale of furs in 1965-66 amounted to
$1OS,2M1.00 and represented an increase of 31 percent over the cash proceeds
of $80,218.00 realized by trappers in 1964-65., In most instances the average
price paid for all pelts was higher in 1965-66 than in 1964-65,

Fach year a portion of the fur catch is unscld. For the purpose of this
report these unsold pelts have a monetary value; therefore, the estimsted
velue of the 1965-66 fur catch was $109,369.00, an’ increase of 29 percent
over the 1964-65 estimated value of $84,602.00,

Muskrats, which have been the traditional leader in the California fur
catch, again led both in the number of pelts taken and in revenue received
for the furs.

The 1965-60 catch of 59,178 muskrats, reported by trappers, represented 91
percent of the total fur cateh for the season. Though the 1965-66 muskrat
catch was 3 percent less than the catch of 60,976 reported in 196465, the
$75,143.00 received for the 1965-66 catch exceeded by 26 percent the
$59,861.00 realized by muskrat trappers in 196L~65,
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Beaver and mink produced a major portion of the revenue received by commercial
fur trappers during 1965-66,

Trends in the demand for the long-haired furs continued to be evident during
the 1965-66 season and was reflected by the increased prices paid for raccoon,
bobeat and coyote peltis.

The following tables are appended:

Table I - Furbearers Taken and Average Prices Paid - 1964-65
and 1965-66 (Summary)

Table IT - Trapper Revenue From Fur Catch - 1964-65 and 1965-66
( Summary }
Table IIT _ IHumber of Animals Reported Teken by Licensed Fur

Trappers, by County, 18965-66

Table IV ~ Average of Reported Fur Prices, by Species and
County of Cateh - 1965-66
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Spacies

Badger
Beaver
Bobeat
Coyote
Tox
Housecat
Mink
Muskrat
Watria
Opossum
Raccoon
Ring~tailed Cat
Striped Skunk
Spotted Skunk
Weasel

Totals

8/66 - 600

TABLE I

196L-65 and 1965-66

NUMBER OF FURBEARERS TAKEN AND AVERAGE PRICES PAID

196465 196566
. Number Taken Avg, Number Teken  Avg.
Sold Unsold Total DPrice Sold Unscld Total Price
L 14 18 $1.50 9 9 18 $1.9h
1,632 b7 1,679 7.3L 1,620 66 1,686 B.06
143 78 221, k.15 Lis Th LBo  11.85
L7 107 15k 3.70 20k 50 254 b 8Y
9Y 123 222 1.06 209 38 2L 1.94
- 364 364 - - 7 7 -
683 52 935 7.05 1,068 53 1,121 7.3k
59,297 1,679 60,976 .01 57,861 1,317 59,178 1.30
2 - 2 1.75 - 1 1 .
73 52 125 38 03 35 128 A8
762 329 1,001 1.3h 1,171 50 1,221 2.00
38 17 55 1.31 102 1k 116 1.53
130 228 358 .02 158 117 315 1.03
50 59 109 2.05 g2 15 SF 1.68
8 4 12 .31 6 1 7 .13
63,168 3,153 ©6,321 63,038 1,847 54,885
TARLE IT
TRAYPER REVENUE FROM FUR CATCH
15665 and 1965-66
{From Trapper Submitted Reports)
Species 196465 1965-66
Badger $ 6.00 $ 17.50
Beaver 11,926.28 13,049,82
Bobeat 592.81 4,019.10
Coyote 175.35 986.95
Fox 104,85 Lo6.09
Housecat - -
Mink 6,225,35 7,835.76
Muskrat 59,860.86 75,143,117
Nutria 3.50 -
Opossum 27.93 LY 56
Raccoon 1,018.64 2,339.49
Ring-tailed Cat hg,76 155.60
Striped Skunk 119.75 204,54
Spotted Skunk 102.25 138.11
Weasel 2,50 .80
Totals $80,217.83 $105,201. 15
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