LICEMSED FUR TRAPPRRL HEFORT

2972~ 13

A total of 682 trapping licenses was scld in the 107273 fuxr Lrapping season,
N

an increase of 26.5 percent from the 532 licensess sold in 157i-72.

Agri-ie - AR
Licensees Who Reported Trapping
Effort Z10 275
Licensees Who Reporied Fut Did Not
Trap Or VWere Unsuccessiul 123 115
Licensees Not Reporting ' 205 293
Total Trapplag Lisenses Sold 539 682

Suecess in trapping was reporicd by 275 trappers. This represents an ircrease in
trapper success of 31,0 percent from i197i-72.

Revenue received by trappers from the sale of furs in 1972-73 amcunted to

$145,755.38.  This represents an ineresse of 55.1 percent ebove the $oh,000.60

reported for the 1971-72 semson., The average income per trapper in 19Y2-73 vas
Ls

$530.02. This is an incresse of 18.4 parcent from the $LL7.62 per traprer in

197172,

Bach year a portion of the fur cateh is unscld. For the purposs of this report,
these unsold pelis have monetary value, based on the average statewide price per

peit for each species. Therefore, the estimated value of the 1972~73 fur catceh
Wes $150,035,?9, an increase of 54.6 percent from the 1971-72 estimated value of
$97, 024 L2,

Muskrats, as in the past, wers first on the list in number of pelts taken and
revenue received. The 1972-73 reported catch of 45,175 muskrats represents 87.6
eercent of the total fur catch for the season of 51,563 animels. Muskrat catch
was down 1.2 percent from the cateh of 52,3179 reported for 1971-T72. Revenue for
muskratl pelts in 1972-73 was up 29.3 percent from the $67,460.87 received by
treppers in 1971-72. Average trice for muskrat pelts wes $1.93, up 47.3 percent
from $1.31 in 1971-72. '

The percent of other furbearers increased from 7.4 percent of the total furteke
in 1971-72 to 12.4 percent in 1972-73. This represented increased taeke of nll
species except bhadger. The most notesble increzses were increases of 160.3 end
109.2 percent in the itske of fox and beaver respectively. Also, the average
price per fur increased for all species. Once again the percent increase, 109.5
rercent, wes greatest for fox pelts. Other furs showing a marked increase in
value were spotted skunk - 98.9 percent, mink - 77.6 percent, racoon - TO.L
prercent, and bcocat ~ 55.8 percent.
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The Tollowing tables are appended:

Tabie I '« Nurber of Furbearers Taken and Aver&ge Prices Paid -~ 1971-72 and
1972-73

Teble IT - Trapper Revenue from Fur Catch - 1971-72 and 1972-73

Table I1I - Number of Animals Reported Taken by Licensed Fur Trappers, By
Species and County of Catch - 1972-73 '

Teble IV - Aversge of Reported Fur Prices, By Species and County of Catch -
1972~73
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Speciles

Budger
Beaver
Bobeat
Coyote
Fox
Mink
Muskrat
Cpossum
Raccoon

Striped Skunk
Spotted Skunk

Weasel

Totals

12/73

TABLE 1T

TRAFPPER REVENUE FROM FUR CATCH

1971-72 and 1972-73

1971-72

$ . 85.95
6,825.42
9,620.05
L,887.89

704 .34
1,255,201
67,460.87

52.82

2,882.23
201.12
25.70
0.00

$94, 000,60

Chepter III

(From Trapper Submitted Reports)

1972-73

$ 50.00
17,367.49
18,828.77

8,594 .94
3,808.50
3,505.07
87,233.63
106.85
5,839.23
357.71
62.4Y

15

$145,755.38
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