LICTNSED FUR TRAPPERS REPORT
1977-78

A total of 1,88% trapping licenses were sold in the 1977-78 fur trapping season.
This is an increase of 12% from the 1,692 licenses sold in 1976~-77 and an
increase of 103% from the 931 sold in the 1975-76 season.

Legislation enacted in 1974 vequires every person who now takes furbearing or
nongame mammals for profit to purchase a trapping license. The fees are $10 -

adulr, $5 - juvenile, and $25 - nonresident.
1976-77 1977-78
Licensees Who Reported 786 1,015
Trapping Effort
Licensees Who Reported But ‘ 155 310
Did Not Trap or Were Unsuccessful
Licensces Nof Reporting 751 564
Toral Licenses Sold 1,692 1,889

Revenue received by trappers from the sale of furs in 1977-78 based on average
prices paid by Fur buyers at trapper’'s association fur sales was $1,159,126.50.
This is the highest (ur revenue recorded and the first time the reported valiue
has exceeded $1,000,000. This record revenue alsc represents an increase of
36% from the $855,314.00 reported for the 1976-77 season (Table 1). The
average income for successful frappers in 1977-78 was $1,142. This is an

increase of 5% Crom the $1,088 per trapper of 197677, MHowever, this was not
as high as ihe 81,221.485% por trapper of 197576,
Lach year a portion of the fur harvest is veported unsold. During 1977-78

seascn 67 was unsold, & siighi increase from the 4 to 5% of recent seasons.
For the purpose of this report unsold pelits have the same monetary value as
marketed pelts. Therefore, the estimated value of the 1977-78 fur harvest
was $1,225,631.50, an increase of 37% from the $8%95,603 for 1976-77.

Bobecats, for the third successive year, were the most economically important
animals providing Ffur. Although 5,111 bobeat export tags were sold in the
first year tags were required for out-of-state shipment of bobcat furs, holders
of trapping licenses only veported the take of 4,445 bobcats.

The reported take of 4,445 is an increase of 23% over the reported take of
3,618 bobcats taken in 1976-77 and represents 5.8% of the 1977-78 catch. The
average price paid for bobeat pelts was $106, an increase of 397 from the 576
paid during 1976~77. However, the average price was still below the $113.50
paild in 1975-76., The increased number of bobcat pelts taken and the increase
in fur value resulted in an increase of 69%, to $446,790.00, in the total
revenue provided by bobcat fur.

Muskrats accounted for 63% of the total harvest. The 48,562 is a reduction of
167 from the 1976~77 scason and of 33% from the 1975-76 season. This probably
reflects the two vear statewide drought which ended during the 1977-78 season.
The average price paid for muskrat pelts was $4.67, an increase of 10% from the
54,25 paid in 1976-77.
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Other furbearers represented 30.8% of the total reported harvest (Table 2).
Coyote, gray fox and raccoon centinue to be the dominant minor furs although
1f present trends continue coyotes could replace muskrats as the second most
valuable furbearer in California. The take of furs of all species increased
except for badger (down 9%), weasel {down 57%) and muskrat.

Furs were rveported taken in all counties except San Francisco County.
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BURBLE LT s IRALS REPURTED [AZEN B
v
GRAY
LOUNTY BADGER BEAVER  BOBCAT (OYDIC i
Al amada - - i 19 3
Alpips - 5 11 b3 -
Amador - - - 1% 15
Butie - i7g e 98 23
[alaveras - - £ Lg
Colusz - 37 il 32 W
Conirs Costa - 7 - . 54
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£1 Dorado ¢ f i3 &0 g
fresac B 20 173 204 i3t
Glenn - 31 15 50 70
Humbo ] 4t 5 5 317 B %18
Imparial 3 - 3 b7 8
Imyo 14 27 260 397 35
Karn i 1% 18] 139 a5
#ings - - - 17 7
{ake 3 i 04 £ 317
{assen & 77 79 559 7
Los Angelas 3 - 144 159 53
Madern - 11 LY &1 21
Farin - - 29 - 59
Marinoss ? - 75 5t (¥
Hendosing 1 - 187 e 01
Werced 1 1f i1 24 {
Hodog 7h 19 a1 4
Hono 17 2t g 23 ]
Monterey E z 164 i 183
fiape - - 74 4 1
fievada 4 & M 2 7
Crangs - - 7 { b
Placer ] ! i5 L 57
Flumas 17 ar (i 794 iy
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Sacramenio - e HE &) i1l
San Benito ? - 1y 73 it
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San Biago 4 - 15y i 82
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San Joaauin i [ ] i i
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Yubs - m 8 7
Total Animals
Trapped 27 L,ATh 4 khS Gh1 & BT
Parcent of
fotal Cateh o 55 1.5 5.8 Gk £ b
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Y OLICENSED TUR TRAFPERS BY SPELIES AND CLuNTY
& TRAPPING SEASGH
SPOTTED  STRIPED
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