LICENSED FUR TRAPPERS REPORT
1978-79

A total of 2,378 trapping licenses were sold during the 1978-79 trapping season.
This is an increase of 26% from the 1,889 licenses sold ir the 1977-78 season

and an increase of 258% from the 664 licenses sold ten seasons ago in the 1969-T0
season. However, this number of licenses is 2tiil below the 2,500 to 5,200
licenses sold annually during the 1920's.

Legislation enacted in 19T4 requires every person who now takes furbearing or
nongame mammals for profit to purchase a trapping license. The fees are
$10 - adult, $5 - juvenile, and $25 - nonresident.

1977-718 1978-79
Licensees Who Reported 1,015 1,378
Trapping Effort
Licensees Whe Reported But 310 385
Did Not Trap or Were Unsuccessful
Licensees Not Reporting 564 615
Total Licenses Scld 1,889 2,378

Revenue received by trappers from the sale of furs during the 1978-T79 season,
based on average prices paid by fur buyers at trapper's association fur sales,
was $2,399,565.30, and for the first time the reported fur revenue exceeded
$2,000,000. This is an increase of 107% from the revenue realized during the
1977-78 season of $1,159,126.50 which previously had been the highest revenue
recorded. The average income per successful trapper in 1978-79 reached a new
high of $1,741.34k., This is an increase of 52% from the $1,142 per trapper of
1977-78 and an increase of L43% from the previous high of $1,221.45 per trapper
of the 1975-76 season.

Each year a portion of the fur sale is reported unsold. During the 1978-79
season 5% was unsold, a slight decrease from the 6% of the 1977-T78 season and
similar to the percent reported unscld of previous seasons. Unsold pelts stiil
have value, and for the purpose of this report they have the same monetary
value as marketed pelts. Therefore, the estimated value of the 1978-79 fur
harvest was up to $2,663,310, an increase of 117% from the $1,225,631.50 of

the 1977-78 season.

Bobcats, as in recent years, were the most economically important animals
providing fur. Although 7,974 bobcat export tags were sold in a program
requiring bobeat tags for out-cf-state shipment of bobecat furs, holders of
trapping licenses only reported the take of 6,928 bobeats. This reported take
is an increase of 56% over the reported take of k4,i45 bobeats taken in 1977-T8
and represents 6.9% of the 1978-79 catch. The average price paid for bobcat
pelts was $190.98, an increase of 80% from the $106 paid during 1977-78 and
above the previous high average price of $113.50 of the 1975-76 season by 68%.
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The increased number of bobeat pelts taken and the increased fur value resulted
in a large increase of 153%, to $l,130,219.60, in the total fur value. In other
terms, the value of the bobecat fur in the 1978-79 season was 97.57 of the value
of the total fur harvest taken during the 1977-T78 seascn, the previous season
of highest fur value recorded.

The econcmic value of ‘muskrats, historically the most important furbearer
economically, dropped in comparison to the ecomomic value of gray foxes and
coyotes. Despite the fact that the muskrat take was up 33%, there was little
increase in fur value. . The take of gray foxes and coyotes increased by 57% and
19% respectively and their prices both increased by about 55% resulting in total
revenues, for each of these twe species, higher than the revenue brought by
muskrat furs.

However, the take of 64,455 muskrats represented 63.8% of the total take of
animgls, similar to representing 63% of the animals taken during 1977-78. The
take of all species except beaver increased during the 1978-79 season over the
1977~T8 season. The take of beavers in the 1978-79 season was down 39% from
the previous season despite an increase of 68% in the average price per pelt.

As occurred in 1977-T8, furs were reported taken in all counties except
San Francisco County.
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COURTY

Al ameda
Alpine
fmador
Butte
Calaveras
Colusa
Contra Losta
Del Horte
t1 Dorade
f resno
Gienn
Humboldt
Imperial
Inyo

Xern

Kings

Lake
Lagsen

Los Angeles
Madera
Marin
Mariposa
Mendocing
Merced
¥odoc
Mong
Honterey
Hapa
fevada
Grange
Placer
Plumas
Hiverside
Sacramento
San Benito

San Bernardino

San Diego
San Franciseo
San Joaguin

San Luis Obispo

San Hateo
Sante Barbara
Sante Clara
Santa Cruz
Shasta
Sierra
Siskiyou
Solano
Sonoma
Stanislaus
Sutter
Tehoma
Trinity
Tulare
Tuolumne
Ventura
Yolo

Yuba
Unknown

fotal Animals
{rapped

Percent of
Total Catch
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HUMBER OF AHIMALS REPORTED TAKEN BY LICEMSED rUR TRAPPERS BY SPECIES AMD COUNTY
197879 TRAPPIHG SEASOH

TABLE 2

GRAY SPOTTED STRIFED

BADGER BEAVEK B0BCAT COYOTE FOX  MINK  MUSKRAT OPOSSUM RACCOON  SKHNK  SKUMK  WEASEL  TOTAL
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