LICENSED FUR TRAPPERS REPORT
1979-80

A total of 3,237 trapping licenses were sold during the 1979-80 trapping season.
This is an increase of 36% from the 2,378 licenses sold in the 1978-79 season
and an increase of 3877 from the 664 licenses sold eleven seasons ago in the
1969-70 season. This is the first season since the 1920's, when license sales
varied between 2,500 and 5,200 that more than 3,000 licenses were sold in a
single season.

Legislation enacted in 1974 requires every person who now takes furbearing or
nongame mammals for profit to purchase 2 trapping licemse. The fees are:
$10 - adult, $5 - juvenile, and $25 - nonresident.

1978-79 1979-80
Licensees Who Reported .
Trapping Effort 1,378 1,683
Licensees Who Reported But
Did Not Trap or Were Unsuccessful 385 478
Licensees Not Reporting 615 1,076
Total Licenses Sold 2,378 3,237

Revenue received by trappers from the sale of furs during the 1979-80 season,
based on average prices paid by fur buyers at trappers’' assiciation fur sales,

was $2,093,268.20., This was the second consecutive vear and the second time

ever that the reported fur value exceeded $2,000,000. However, this is a de-
crease of 13% in vevenue from the $2,399,565.30 realized during the 1978-79
seagon. Likewise, the average income per trapper decreased 29% from the $1,741.34
per trapper in 1978-79 to $1,243.77. But the average income per trapper during

the 197980 season is the second highest on record.

Each year a portion of the fur sale is reported as unseld. During the 1979-80
season. Unsold pelts still have value, and for the purpese of this report they
have the same monetary value as marketed pelts. Therefore, the estimated value
of the 1979-80 fur harvest was $2,259,320 down 157 from the $2,663,310 of the
1978~79 season. ‘

As has occurred for the four previous seasons, bobcats were the most economi-
cally important animals providing fur. Although 7,809 export tags were sold
for bobcats taken during the 1979-80 season in a program requiring tags for
sale or shipment of bobcat furs, holders of trapping licenses only reported the
take of 7,127 bobcats. This is an increase of. 3% in the reported take over the
1978-79 season reported take of 6,928 bobeats. The average price paid per
bobcat pelts was $114.20, a decrease of 40% from previous high average of $190.98
which was paid during the 1978-79 season. The decreased value of the bobcat
pelts, despite the slight increase in take, resulted im a decrease of 33% in
over-all value of bobcats pelts during the 1979-80 season. Also, this is
probably the major cause of the over-all decrease in the total fur value from
the 1978-79 season to the 1979-80 seasen.

2/81 : Chapter III E-I-1



The value of muskrats, historically the most important furbearer economically,
increased to $483,480.45 the highest value ever recorded for this species. This
was caused by an increase of 277 in the average muskrat fur value and placed
muskrat value second only to the value of bobcat fur. The take of gray fox
increased by 26% from the previous season and despite the slight drop in average
fur value resulted in a record high total fur value for .this species of
$431,901.36. The take -of the fourth most valuable furbearer, the coyote, in-
creased by 16% from the 1978-79 season but the 42% decrease in fur value caused
a decrease in the total fur value from the record high for this species during
1978-79. Decreases in both take and average fur value of raccoon resulted in

a 387 decerease in total fur value from the 1978-79 season .to the 1979-80 for
this species.

Once again, far more muskrats are taken than any other species. Almost 677Z of
the total take during the 1979-80 season was nuskrats, an increase from the
63.87 portion of the take this species represented during the 1978-79 season.
The take of all species except badger, mink and raccoon increased during the
1979~80 season over the take of the 1978-79 season.

For the third successive year furs were reported taken in all counties except
San Francisce County.
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HUMBER OF ANIMALS REPORTED TAREE BY LICENSED TUR TRAPPERS BY SPECIES AHD COURTY
1679-50 TRAPPING SEASOH

TABLE 2

GRAY SPOTTED  STRIPED
BADGER BEAVER BOBCAT COVOYE ¥DY  MINK  MISKRAT OPBSSUM RACCOON  SKUBK  SKUBK  WEASEL  TOTAL
- - 9 19 17 - - 2 38 - 19 - 128
- 71 ] 31 - - - - 4 - . - 64
- 14 11 ) 50 1 &1 7 % - 21 - pels
- 162 64 % ? - 9,h1h 103 539 75 L7 - 10,640
- - 13 & i - on 5 3. - 5 - 157
- 6 19 18 b7 ~ 6,248 i1 1 - 16 o 6,488
- 38 9 i 78 ok 7,881 24 129 - 3 1 3,209
- i 87 16 37 - 713 - 103 0 17 - 548
- 3 3 47 42 1 bl 16 145 5 77 - 502
18 32 240 b 179 6 238 62 7% 5 7 - 1,854
- 93 15 2 i - 5611 ) 59 10 34 - 5,977
5 9 391 5 875 a - - 206 78 293 1,915
8 10 41 163 5 - 75 ? 20 - 78 - 406
17 275 73 527 183 9 o - 50 5 21 7 1,352
9 43 276 75 197 - - 17 27 -1 g - 814
3 - 3h 7 12 - 70 8 7 I - - 142
4 - 173 153 5N 3 3 1 210 32 60 - 1,210
18 172 1k 542 - 5 3,341 - 9 g 71 3 &, 209
6 - 273 27h 263 o 9 1% LYy - 23 - ok
5 29 6b 5 W H 758 k7 36 3 Ly 3 1,080
- - 17 w 1B o - - % - 15 - g4
1 i 118 102 77 - 2 16 180 3 i - 547
o - 337 7792 13 50 11 711 64 2h3 - 7,303
3 47 ? g 18 b7 4,572 72 140 i 79 1 4,994
58 46 163 461 1110 6,779 - 61 10 33 - 1,672
16 b gk 572 5% 5 2 - 3 4 7 2 781
1 ? 306 14 216 - 752 50 199 13 197 - 1,740
- - 66 115 - 6 - 110 ? 16} - 474
- 20 7 79 7 - - 1 g - - - 67
- > 53 b - - 8 6 3 3 - 383
1 27 i3 24 b2 3 920 1% 69 1 37 - 1,141
17 185 76 260 % 7 120 1 75 - b3 - 809
3 16 174 73 - 710 1% 63 11 78 - 1,716
? 187 4 % 1% &0 k203 a1 759 2 06 - 5,150
140 - 205 159 85 - - 9 52 - 55 - 565
55 - 08 1,133 505 - - 17 26 3 29 2 2,679
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- 1131 ? 20 126 11% k722 73 160 - 2% 1 5,569
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A 150 187 oo 5ok 17 8,579 67 478 6 205 1 10,508
- 43 g %7 7 - 1 - 19 2 5 - i3
18 68 255 552 59 169 7,340 - 215 69 162 1 8,927
- 18 2 0 55 7 2,43 9 145 1 30 - 2,738
- - 72 76 185 b 3 by 305 20 144 - 803
- 275 52 1% 7 1,mm 189 177 1 88 1 2,237
- 19 - 8 13 1 3,983 25 106 - 18 - b,350
2 156 107 158 3W b 593 173 513 33 158 - 2,27
- 5 72 55 418 b - - 167 1% 38 - 815
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NUMBER OF ANIMALS TAKEN, AVERAGE PRICES waww&ubzu REVENUE RECEIVED, BY SPECIES
1978-79 AND 1979-80

, 1978~-79 1979-80
HARVEST FUR VALUE HARVEST FUR VALUE
SPECIES SOLD UNSOLD TOTAL MAX, MIN. AVE, REVENUE SO0LD UNSOLD TOTAL MAX. MIN, AVE. REVENUE
Badger 309 58 367 $35.33 § 2,00 $ 16.05 4,959,645 220 100 100 § 16.00 $0.11 $ 4.62 § 1,016.40
Beaver 717 185 902 40,88 4,38 14.31 10,260.27 2354 285 2639 51.75 2.04 21.29 50,116.66
Bobeat 5,918 1,010 6,928 387.12 10,06 190.98 1,130,219.60 6629 me 7127 313.40 3.10 114.20 757,031.80
Coyote 7,046 630 7,676 86,41 4,35 50.34 354,695.64 7753 1147 8900 80.00 0.79 29,12 225,767.36
Gray Fox 7,401 274 7,675 58,86 12.81 52.05 385,222.05 9108 569 9677 62.00 1.00 47.42  431,901.36
Mink 753 48 801 20.09 4.32 9.46 7,123.38 671 62 733 33.00 1.03 17.55 11,776.05
Muskrat 63,575 880 64,455 6.02 0.44 4 .69 298,166.75 80,985 3619 84604 8.05 0.0l 5.97  483,480.45
Opossum 754 387 1,141 8.00 1.07 2.78 2,096.12 1144 699 1843 8,26 0.01 2.35 2,688.40
Raccoon 7,974 403 8,377 50.00 1,59 25.12 200,306.88 6123 549 6672 41.50 1.00 20.39  124.,847.97
Spotted
Skunk 372 159 531 wme ne¥  s.63 3,210.36 384 206 590 8.16 1.00  5.72  2,196.48
Striped
Skunk 972 1,220 2,192 z.n.m\ z.o.m\ 3.40 3,304.80 1148 2610 3758 7.00 0.10 2.13 2,445,24
8 8 Z.n.lw\ Z.o.lm.\ Z.O.;m.\ Z.Q..W\ 9 9 18 z.n.l.u.\ Z.G.M\ z.oqlw.\ z.n.um.\
95,791 5,262 101,053 $2,399,565.30 116,582 10,353 126,881 $2,093,268,20
1/ Fur values determined from average prices paid at California Trappers Association fur sales.

' 2/ ©Not calculated.



