Licensed Fur Trappers and Dealers Report
1981 -1982

A totsl of 3,686 trapping licenses were sold during the 19861-82 trapping sesscn.
This 1s an inerease of 15% from the 3,201 licenses sold for the 1980-81 season.
This is the third consecutive sgeason since the 1920's, when license sales varied

between 2,500 and 5,200, that more than 3,000 licenses were sold in a single
season.

Legislation enacted in 197l requires that cvery person who tuakes furbearing or

nongame mammals for profit to purchacse o trapping license. The lees are:
$10 - adult, $5 — Juvenile, and $°5 - nonresident.
1980-81 ' 1981-82
licensees Who Reported
Trapping Effort 1,874 1,905
Licensees Who Reported But
Did Not Trap or Were Ungsuccessful 719 T3
Licensees Not Reporting 608 1,008
Total Licenses Sold 3,201 3,686

Revenue received by trappers from the sale of furs during the 1981-82 season,
based on average prices paid by fur buyers, was $1,920,685.29. This was the
first season gince 1977-T8 that the reported fur revenue did not exceed
$2,000,000.00. This is slsc a 16% decreasc in revenue {rom the 1980-81 trapping
season, when a total of $2,295,533.06 in revenue was received by trappers. The
average income per trapper decressed 187 from $1,22L.94% in 1980-81 to $1,008.23
in 1981-82,

Fach year a portion of the fur harvest is reported as unscld. During the 1981~
82 season 12% were unsold, compared to 9% unsold during the 1980-81 season.
Unsold pelts still have value, and for the purpose of this report they have the
same monetary value as marketed pelits. Therelore, the estimated value of the
1981-82 fur harvest was $2,135,500.11, a decrease of 15% from the $2,501,270.66
of the 1680-81 season.

Bobeats, for the sixth consecutive year, were the most eccnomically important
animals providing fur. Although 9,337 export tags were sold for bobcats taken
‘during the 1981-82 season in a program reguiring tags for sale or shipment of
bobeat furs, holders of trapping licenses only repcrted the take of 8,327. This
is a 5% decrease from the reported take of 8,782 during the 1980-81 season. The
average price paid per bobeat pelt was $114.53, a8 10% decrease from the average
price of $127.84 pald during the 1980-81 season. This decreased value of bob-
cat pelts, as well as the decrease in take, resulted in a 18% decrease in the
overall value of bobcat pelts during the 1981-82 season.
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Muskrats, historically the most economically important furhearer, dropped to
fourth in importance behind the coyote and the gray fox during the 1981-82
sezscn., The 39% decrease in average value of muskrat pelte, and the 31% de-
crease in take, resulted in a 60% decrease in overall value of muskrats., The
coyote was the second most important furbesrer, with a record high fur revenue
of $426,343.00, an increase of 36% over that of the 1980-81L season. Take of
coyotes was up 17% and value of pelts up 12% over the 1980-81 season. OCray fox
remained the third most economically important furbearer, with 1ittle change in
the amount of take, but a 25% drop in average pelt value. The take of raccoon
increased by 8% over the 1980-8) season. The average raccoon pelt value in-
creased by 3%, and the total fur revenue increased by 7% and almost surpassed
the muskrat as the fourth most valuahle furbearer in California.

Onece again, more muskrats were taken than any other species. The 5?,31h muskrats
taken during the 1981-82 season represented 54% of the total take, a decrease
from the 64% this species represented during the 1980-81 season. The take of all
species except coyotes and raccoons remained stable or decreased during the
198182 season,

For the fifth consecutive year, furs were reported taken in all counties except
San Francisco County.

During the 1981-82 season there were 28 licensed fur dealers and an additional
five licensed fur agents. Twenty-four licensed fur dealers reported on 1981-82
season activities; 21 of these dealers are from California and three are from
other states. In total they bought 83,695 California furs amcunting to a total
purchase of $1,611,076.60. This reprosents handling 78% of the Ffurs reported
sold by licensed trappers. TFour of the reporting fur dealers reported buying no
fur whiie four reported buying over $150,000 in furs, eight reported buying
$14,000 to $45,000, five reported buying $2,600 to $4,600, and two reported
buying less than $250 worth of furs. The average prices paid for each species
by the reporting dealers is used to caleculate the fur value of the furs reported
bought by licensed fur dealers.

A cursory survey of the licensed fur trappers reports indicated that California
trappers sold Turs to 63 different dealers: 28 dealers from other states, 10
where no address was known, and 24 from California. Of those 24 dealers from
California, 12 were licensed and 12 were unlicensed as fur dealers.
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COUNTY

Alameda
Alpine
Anader
dutie
Calaveras
Coluza
Contra Cesta
Del Norte
£1 Jorado
fresno
Glenn
Humboldt
Imperial
Inyo

Kern

Kings

L ake

Lagsen

Los Angeles
Vadera
Marin
Mariposs
lendocino
Merced
Modoc

Mong
Hontarey
Napa

Nevads
Crange
Placer
Pluras
Riverside
Sacrmento
San benito
San Bernardine
San blego
Sen Prancisco
San Joaquin
San Lyls Ubispe
San Mateno
Sants Barbers
Sants Clara
Sents Cruz
Shasta
sierra
Siskiyou
Sutann
Sonoma
Stanislaus
Sutfer
Tehama
Frinity
Tulare
Tualumne
Ventyra
Yol

Yubd

Totel Animals
Trappad

Parcent cof
Total Catoh
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- - ] 6
76 bE LR 498
- 19 43 23
10 57 4 103
5 a L 21
i% 76 46 127
i3 33 hE 121
1? 338 0% 124
7 88 58 281
18 308 b 237
3 71 207 143
61 227 ho5 13%
3 733 G02 h!
} 0 23 21
7 167 107 501
28 145 577 ]
- 180 43 282
i 107 113 T
- 22 - 28
- 13 172 197
- 200 157 %69
22 71 123 i3
b1 17% na3 5
67 59 535 86
4 501 140 465
- 15 75 66
- 1 6 8
- 24 56 4]
73 8 38 72
55 2 263 i
29 748 386 442
173 - oL 75
- 708 7? 57
4 b 2,270 560
- 87 57k Lgg
126 - 17 15
- 330 157 hg?
- 75 171 28
- =35 178 751
- 13 1 76
- 11 37 5
179 202 og 655
- 4 7 24
7h 3 43 1il
3 3 41 4
- 157 202 2
19 71 104 o
25 - 3 0
i 4] il 413
16 50 o4 478
- 9 156 322
- 70 109 107
- 35 251 k69
1¢ 7 f 4g
b, 1 13 27
1,090 A,327 11,692 10,003
1.0 7.4 1.0 9.9
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SPOITED  STRIPED
MINK MUSKRAT  OPOSSUM  RACCUON  SKUMK SKUNK  WEASEL FUTAL
- 1 12 30 - b - a0
7 - - 3 3 - - 57
- 7 1 72 - - 40
3 5,148 72 510 & 11k - £, 54
- - ? 1 - 1 - 107
2 3,994 24 108 = z - b 3hé
27 750 11 104 - 6 1 449
1 140 - 700 20 7h 9 668
- 18 37 170 1 1 - Bh5
i GITS 78 116 3 5 - 1,7
- k527 58 144 16 101 - . 280
5 - 4 1,530 105 25% ? 2,582
- 37 - 79 - L - 550
- - - 26 f 1% | 1,105
. 7 13 106 5 100 - 2,312
- 753 1 21 ~ 42 - Lp7
1% ULYS 7 318 22 9t - 1,607
1 a55 - 60 7 5 - 1,707
- - 27 101 12 87 - 1,182
- b L5 48 - 121 7 554
1 76 - 26 - i3 - 166
- - 5 131 - a3 - 806
17 - b b6 i5 72l 1 1,842
75 1945 68 203 3 28 - b, 105
48 7,801 - 4o 12 23 i 4,913
- - - 3 1 b - 560
- 788 120 103 65 385 - 2,588
- - 17 102 - 67 - 337
- - - 3 - - - 18
- - 3 - - 7 - 131
b ko9 3 87 - li - 7z
ok 7 - 3 7 £:8 - 553
- 1,697 15 20 2 12 - 7,853
Al 7,760 79 265 - 14 - 3,551
- Loy B8 4G & 124 675
] - 27 97 18 113 2,877
- - il 19 i? &7 - 1,647
A 5,007 b1 177 - b1 7 3,640
- - 97 <0 5 31 - E435
- - - 39 3 14 - 250
- - 125 52 7 137 - 1,994
- fih g 24 - 26 - 270
- fi 1 5 - - - 65
16 £,075 147 575 31 2¢1 - £,455
_ - - 17 K 15 - 110
55 6,371 - 267 b 170 7 7,807
7 1,350 5 332 1 149 ~ 1,938
& 20 155 698 47 164 1 1,697
by 1,073 99 179 - 35 - 1,584
4 5,365 Z1 118 - 23 - 5,507
5 652 143 033 g 217 - 7,566
g 6 - 326 37 5 - 459
- 2 2 92 - - - Gh0
- 15 & 133 - 3 - L3
- - 1h 28 4 39 - 1,164
5 2,115 35 97 - 12 - 2,352
- 1,779 16 74 - 27 -~ 1,917
S8 S804 LO76  9h7h 526 430 28 106,660
0.5 Bh.h 1.5 8.9 0.5 L1 <01
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TABLE 3

Furs Purchased by Dealers as Reported
in Licensed Tur Dealers Reports, 1081-82

Range of Number of Anlmals Total

Species Average Prices furchased Spent
Badger $ 1.2h - $ 15.00 93 $ 584,94
Beaver 3.7 - 21.50 47l L,Lh73.56
Bobeat 5.05 - 135.00 5,756 659,221.33
Coyote 19.00 -  50.02 7,006 283,405,69
Cray Fox 15.00 - 34,64 9,630 265,485,069
Mink 7.00 - 19.00 hho 5,629.99
Muskrat 2.25 - h.oD Sh, 378 181,158.20
Opossumn 0.1% - 2.53 579 1,202.91
Raccoon 5.00 - 33.58 10,401 208,177.69
Spotted Skunk 3.00 - 6.57 170 T2k, 63
triped Skunk 0.9L - 3.13 515 1,012.25
TOTAL 89,451 $1,611,076.60
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