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Status In California: Unclear

s Few localities documented
= Many records old
s No trend studies

Need: More information!







Questions

= \What historic pika localities exist in our area?
m Are pikas still present at these sites?

= |S there any pattern of persistence vs. elevation
(temperature)?

These questions address issues both of
distribution (where) and trend (change)

But not a comprehensive spatial survey



Methods

= Compile historic records
= Museum specimens ... online databases
= Historic field notes
= Other
= Revisit historic sites (> 25 years old),
determine pika +/-
= Survey protocol adapted from E. Beever, C. Ray

= ‘find ‘em, you’re done;’ extensive searches If not
found
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Results - Revisits

= 1 site — Flatiron Mtn, near Lassen NP — was
revisited by John Perrine, and is presently

occupied by

nika (.

. Perrine, pers. comm.)

m 1site—LucilleL,
had pika specimens collected in the vicinity
from both 1910 and 2002.

s \We revisited 5-6 ad

n Desolation Wilderness —

ditional historic sites and

found pika sign at all but 1.


















Site (Co.) Elevation Pika Sign
Flatiron (PLU) 5400’ All types
Deadman (SIE) 6100’ fr. scat; ?call (1)
Dor_mer Pl E 6800’ calls, fr. scat

side (PLA)

Eagle Falls (ELD) 7000’ none
Heho RyAngora 8700’ calls, fr. scat

Saddle (ELD)

Crater Lake (ALP) 8700’ All types




B
Can we test elevation effects?

Maybe more importantly, need to find the lower elevation limit
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Next steps ... ?

= FInish revisits of historic sites

= Research and revisit any additional historic sites
= Compare and analyze with Grinnell resurveys

= Temperature loggers at strategic sites

= Investigate how long scat lasts

= Quantitative inventory of pika in Sierra Nevada







