
WELCOME TO THE 

CONSERVATION 

LECTURE SERIES  



WWW.DFG.CA.GOV/HABCON/LECTURES  

ÅSee the schedule of upcoming lectures 

ÅRegister for lectures 

ÅWatch videos of past lectures 

 

Questions? Contact margaret.mantor@wildlife.ca.gov 



LECTURES IN APRIL  

ÅAlameda Striped Racer, Karen Swaim 

April 24, 1:00-3:00, Sacramento 

ÅCalifornia Tiger Salamander, Dr. Chris Searcy 

April 28, 1:00-3:00, Sacramento 

ÅShasta Crayfish, Dr. Maria Ellis 

April 29, 10:00-11:30, Redding 



Kristine Preston 

M. Preston 

It Takes a Region to Save the Coastal Cactus Wren: 
Monitoring and Management to Ensure  

Persistence in Southern California 



ÅNon-migratory resident - SW US to central Mexico 

ÅSouthern CA - coastal & desert populations 

ÅNest in cactus 

ÅPopulations differ ecologically 

ü Desert scrub vs coastal sage scrub 

ü Different climates 

 

Photo by Steve Brad 

Cactus Wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus) 



ÅHistorically, coastal populations abundant but 
patchily distributed by cactus availability 

ÅDramatic decline in coastal populations in last few 
decades 

ÅDecline - loss of habitat to development & wildfires 

Coastal Cactus Wren 

Santiago Fire ɀ 10-07, CBS News Photo 



#ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȭÓ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ #ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ɉ.##0Ɋ !ÃÔ ÏÆ ΣΫΫΣ 

Ȱ0ÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .##0 ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ 
communities at the ecosystem level while accommodating 

ÃÏÍÐÁÔÉÂÌÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÕÓÅȱ 

https://www.dfg.ca.gov/habcon/nccp/ 

California Dept. of Fish & Wildlife & US Fish & Wildlife Service  

ÅWork with landowners, environmental organizations & local 
jurisdictions  

Å Develop plan that conserves multiple species & habitats and meets 
requirements of California & Federal Endangered Species Acts 

Å Permits development while focusing on long term sustainability of 
wildlife & plant communities 

Natural Community Conservation Plans 



Starting in mid-1990s ɀ wren conserved in conservation plans: 

ɆNature Reserve of Orange County ɀ coastal/central Orange Co (OC) 

ɆMultiple Habitat Conservation Program ɀ coastal/central San Diego Co (SDC) 

ɆPalos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy 

ɆRancho Mission Viejo Conservancy (southern OC) 

ɆSan Diego Multiple Species Conservation Program (south SDC) 

ɆWestern Riverside Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan 

Conserving Coastal Cactus Wren 

Photo Karly Moore 



Chair: Trish Smith, The Nature Conservancy 
 

Goal: To Identify, based on best available science, conservation 
actions to ensure persistence of coastal cactus wren throughout its 
range (Ventura, Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Orange, Riverside & San Diego Cos.) 

Includes representatives from: 

ÅNCCPs 

ÅWildlife agencies 

ÅLand owners/managers 

ÅMilitary bases 

ÅLocal governments 

ÅUS Geological Survey  

ÅAcademic institutions 

ÅNon-profit organizations 

ÅBiological consulting firms 

 
Photo by Alex Houston 

Coastal Cactus Wren Working Group Started in 2008 



Team Coastal Cactus Wren =  
Coastal Cactus Wren Working Group + many others  

Regional collaboration to address questions essential 
to coastal cactus wren management that no single 

entity can answer 

Ȱ4ÅÁÍ #ÏÁÓÔÁÌ #ÁÃÔÕÓ 7ÒÅÎȱ 



 

Coastal Cactus Wren Working Group 

Wildlife Agencies 

ɆCA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife  

ɆUS Fish & Wildlife Service 
 

NCCPs & Coordinating/Implementing Entities 

ɆNature Reserve of Orange County 

ɆMultiple Habitat Conservation Program 

ɆPalos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy 

ɆRancho Mission Viejo Conservancy 

ɆSan Diego Association of Governments 

ɆSan Diego Management & Monitoring Program  

ɆSan Diego Multiple Species Conservation Program 

ɆWestern Riverside Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan 

ɆWestern Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority 
 

 
 
 

 

Ȱ4ÅÁÍ #ÏÁÓÔÁÌ #ÁÃÔÕÓ 7ÒÅÎȱ 

Photo by Alex Houston 


