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Title of Project Status completed

Deer GPS Collars to Evaluate Potential Development Impacts

Project Description

A major subdivision is proposed for the middle of the Round Valley Winter Range. The placement of GPS collars
on a sample of deer using that area will be used to demonstrate and quantify the importance of the area proposed
for development to mule deer, and to development potential mitigation features, if the development ultimately
occurs. Additionally, locations have been provided to personnel involved in evaluating the development proposal
for the Department, and were used in preparing an acquisition proposal for the property.

Accomplishments

Twelve GPS collars were placed on deer to evaluate use by those deer of an area proposed for housing
development. Collars were removed a year later, data were dumped and the collars refurbished, and we then
placed them on 12 additional deer. Those collars are due to be removed in March 2004, and the additional data
retrieved at that time.

Findings/Observations/Issues

A preliminary look at the data from year 1 indicates extensive use of the proposed development site. Data were
provided to Los Angeles Department of Water and Power to help justify acquisition of a 40 acre parcel in the
vicinity of the proposed development, which has since been completed. No formal analysis of the data have yet
been completed, but will commence when collars are retrieved in Spring 2004.
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