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	Project Title: Vegetation classification, San Dieguito River Watershed, San Diego County 
	Accomplishments: The field sampling portion of this project has been completed as of June 2003. Field samples were allocated using a gradient directed transect (GRADSECT) analysis that partitioned the study region into focused sampling areas. Regional DFG personnel assisted in obtaining access permission to private lands or in identifying alternate accessible survey areas. Field samples were taken at approximately 425 sites using the California Native Plant Society Vegetation Rapid Assessment Protocol and/or the CNPS Releve method (see www.cnps.org for complete methodology).
 
The sample data has been entered into databases containing all information collected at the field sampling locations, including species, site impacts, abiotic environmental data, and other ecological information. The data have been quality controlled and analyzed using hierarchical classification techniques.  Photographs from each field site have been digitally archived.

A vegetation map is being produced in conjunction with the field sampling and classification using aerial photograph interpretation and GIS processing. A formal field accuracy assessment of the map is underway. 

In this project, we are implementing proposed standards from the Interagency Vegetation MOU group (http://ceres.ca.gov/biodiversity/vegmou.html) for the first time, including total tree, total shrub and total herbaceous cover.  In addition this project is using a detailed system of vegetation quality ranking for each polygon mapped, based on invasive exotic cover, roads and trails, grazing, etc.

Part of this area was burned in the recent Cedar Fire of San Diego County, and plots from this project are available for long-range monitoring of post-fire vegetation recovery in the Julian and Santa Isabel areas.

	Description: The Resource Assessment program is helping to support a field-based assessment of vegetation and habitat of the San Dieguito River Watershed, San Diego County. Local, regional, and state governments, and private NGO’s are currently planning an 80,000 acre conservation corridor within this watershed, to run from central coastal San Diego County to the interior desert of the county. The goal of the field assessment is to map, monitor, and assist with appropriate selection of the 80,000 acre area of conservation lands within the watershed. 

	Findings: Final products will be available May 31, 2004, including:

·	A digital list of vegetation alliances and cross walks to other vegetation classifications including modified Holland and Wildlife Habitat Relationships
·	Keys and description of vegetation types to alliance level
·	A database of all field samples collected, and a database of all samples collected
·	Final report including: sampling methods, standards used, a final listing of vegetation types classified, accuracy assessment methodology, and an assessment of the success of the overall project
·	A final map product in ArcMap format of the entire area at the association level.
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