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	Project Title: Vegetation classification, Western Riverside County  
	Accomplishments: The field sampling portion of this project has been completed. Field samples were allocated using a gradient directed transect (GRADSECT) analysis that partitioned the study region into focused sampling areas. Regional DFG personnel assisted in obtaining access permission to private lands or in identifying alternate accessible survey areas. Field samples were taken at 1,220 sites using the California Native Plant Society Vegetation Rapid Assessment Protocol (see for http://www.cnps.org complete methodology).  The sample data has been entered into databases containing all information collected at the field sampling locations, including species, site impacts, abiotic environmental data, and other ecological information. The data have been quality controlled and analyzed using hierarchical classification techniques. Photographs from each field site have been digitally archived.Contractors are currently quantitatively analyzing the field samples as of early January.  All samples have been subjected to cluster analysis and ordination of environmental variables is beginning.A vegetation map is being produced in conjunction with the field sampling and classification using aerial photograph interpretation and GIS processing.  Currently, approximately 85% of the area has been delineated by photo interpreters and we are awaiting new fine-scale imagery from USGS from which final attributes will be derived.  Accuracy assessment plots have been collected and a formal field accuracy assessment will be completed following final labeling for the vegetation polygons. A full set of plot data, including photos, has been given to RAP in Region 5 as of early December.  These may be used to drive further sampling for vertebrates and for fire monitoring within the Western Riverside study area.
	Description: The Resource Assessment program is funding most of the comprehensive field-based vegetation sampling classification within the Western Riverside County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP). The MSHCP aims to establish 510,000 acres of reserve land within the 1.2 million acre plan area in western Riverside County, California. The goal of the vegetation classification project is to establish a complete vegetation and habitat classification system and field monitoring database for the core 510,000 acres of potential reserve lands. The classification and database will provide a baseline to map and monitor the vegetation and habitat of the area over time, to ensure habitat quality and drive management decisions within the conserved landscape. 
	Findings: Final products will be available May 31, 2004, including:·	A digital list of vegetation alliances and cross walks to other vegetation classifications including modified Holland and Wildlife Habitat Relationships·	A map·	Keys and description of vegetation types to alliance level·	A database of all field samples collected, and a database of all samples collected·	A final report including: sampling methods, standards used, a final listing of vegetation types classified, accuracy assessment methodology, and an assessment of the success of the overall project·	A digital set of accuracy assessment plots·	A final map product in ArcMap format of the entire area at the alliance and super-association level of the National Vegetation Classification.
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