July 1954
LICENSED FUR TRAPPER REPORT

(1953-54 Season, Nov. 16, 1953 to Feb. 28, 1954)
(Compiled by Game Management Branch, Sacramento)

Data for this report is derived from the reports of licensed fur trappers.
Each trapper is required by law to fill out and return to the Department at the
end of each trapping season a record of activities including the following data:
Number and species of animals caught, county where caught, price received for
furs, and company buying furs.

950 trapping licenses were sold for the 1953-54 season of which 943 were
citizens and 7 aliens. This is an increase of 5% from the 1952-53 season when
901 were sold. Of the 950 licenses, 858 (90%) submitted reports, 92 failed to
report, and 304 (32%) indicated they did not trap.

Trapping laws remained the same as last season except that marten were
placed on the list of totally protected mammals.

The total reported catch, including all species, was 107,435 for 1953-54
and 91,266 for 1952-53, an increase of 18%. The 1953-54 catch was the greatest
since 1941-42 when over 112,000 animals were taken. The rise in the 1953-54
cateh was due mainly to the increase in muskrats taken; over 100,000 (mskrat
and sandrat) for the first time.

As in the previous season, the buyer's demand was for the short haired fur
species such as muskrat, mink, beaver, and river otter. A marked decline in
price was reported for muskrat, the poorest price received for this fur since
1938, The beaver price again declined with mink and river otter holding steady.
The long haired species such as coyotes, badgers, skunks, raccoons, efc., were
low in value with buyers exhibiting little demand. Trapping effort for the long
haired species has declined accordingly.

The total value of the 1953-54 fur season catch is estimated at $92,750, a
decline of 11% from 1952-53 despite more animals taken. The marked decline in
the value of the muskrat catch, the bulk of the fur trapped, accounts for this.

The following t2ble shows numbers of animals taken together with price
reported received for the main fur species.

Species Number Taken Prices Reported
1952-53 195354 1952- 1953-54
Beaver 690 QU7 5.87 $ 4.88
Coyote 353 217 1.66 1.15
Grey Fox 517 554 .38 .48
Mink 1,193 1,630 10.38 10.19
Muskrat ¥83,053 95,311 * 1.00 .69
Sandrat 5,274 32
Raccoon 1,665 1,688 .68 i
River Otier L2 75 12.48 12.60
Striped Skunk 1,215 521 .8l .63
Ringtail 163 157 1.28 1.30

*For the 1952-53 season the sandrats were included in the muskrat total.
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NUMBER OF AN!MALS REPORTED - 1954
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AVERAGE OF REPORTED PRICES - 1954
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