California Department of Fish and Game
926 Jay Street
Sacramento, California August 1955

LICENSED FUR TRAPPER REPORT

(195L4-55 Season, Nov. 16, 195L to Feb. 28, 1955)
(Compiled by Game Management Branch, Sacramento)

Data for this report is compiled from the reports of licensed fur trappers. Each
trapper is required by law to fill out and return to the Department at the end of
each trapping season a record of activities including the following data: number
and species of animals caught, county where caught, price received for furs, and
company buying furs.

882 trapping licenses were sold for the 1954=-55 season of which 878 were citizens
and L aliens. This is a decrease of 7% from the 1953-5}; season when 950 were sold.
Of the 882 licensees, 795 (90%) submitted reports, 87 (10%) failed to report, and
258 (29%) indicated that they did not trap.

Trapping laws remained the same as the previous season, except that beaver trap-
ping was allowed in Northeastern California on a permit hasis as a depredation
control measure.

The total reported catch, including all species, was 112,409 for 1954=55 and
107,435 for 1953-5L, an increase of 5% despite the fact that there were fewer
trappers in the field.

As has been the case in recent years, the buyer demand was for the short haired
fur species such as muskrat, mink, beaver, and river otter. The long haired
species such as coyotes, badgers, bobeats, raccoons, etc., continued low in value
with trapping effort for these species negligible.

The total value of the 1954-55 fur season catch is estimated at #$1LL,600, an
increase of 56% over the 1953-54 season. The main reason for the increase was
the improvement in the price offered for muskrats, the major fur species in the
catch.

The following table shows mumbers of animals taken together with average price
reported received for the main fur species:

Species Number Taken Prices Reported

S 1953=5L  19504-55 1953- 95L-55
Beaver LT 1,006 % L.00 $ 7.06
Coyote 217 276 1.15 1.23
Grey Fox 55k 281 L8 3L
Mink 1,690 2,2L0 10.19 12.34
Muskrat 95,311 100, 8LL .69 1.02
Sandrat S,27h 4,163 .32 L2
Raccoon 1,688 1,LL8 12 in
River Otter 75 107 12.60 16.55
Striped Skunk 521 725 .63 .66
Ringbail 157 230 1.10 1.61
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NUMBER OF AMIMALS REPORTED TAKEN BY
LICENSED FUR TRAPPERS 1954=55 TRAPPING SEASON
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NO TRAPPING REPORTED FROM: ALPINE, AMADOR, KERN, KINGS, MARIN, MOMTEREY, ORANGE, SAN SENITO, SAN FRANCISCO, SANTA BARBARA,
SANTA CLARA, SANTA CRUZ, AND TUOLUMNE COUNTIES. :

NUMBER OF LICENSES SOLD 882
NUMBER OF TRAPPERS REPORTING 195
NUMBER OF TRAPPERS NOT TRAPPING 258



AVERAGE OF REPORTED PRICES FOR EACH SPECIES
IN CQUNTY OF CATCH, 1954=55 TRAPPING SEASON
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NG FUR REPORTED SCLD FROM: ALPINE, AMADOR, KERN, KINGS, Los'MELEs, MARIN, MARIPOSA, MONTEREY, ORANGE, SAN BENITO, SaN DiEGO, SAN FRANCISCO,
San Luis 0B1SPO, SAN MATEO, SANTA BARBARA, SANTA CLARA, SANTA CRUZ, TULARE, TUOLUMNE, AND VENTURA COUNTIES.
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