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People initially snapped up seaside real
estate envisioning a Southem California ver-
sion of Lake Tahpe, but the sea's popularity
faded by the 1960s. The sea had sucked salt
out of the desert over the years, making it 25
percent saltier than the Pacific Ocean, Farm
irrigation runoff and pollution from the
Alamo and New nivers were also blamed for
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The results of several scientific studies
and a draft environmental i impact report will
be discussed at the meeting, Sen. Dianne
Feinstein and Interior Deputy Secretary
David Hayes were scheduled to speak
Thursday.

Interior Department officials are expect-
ed to make a recommendation on which
restoration plan should be presented 1o
Congress this session.

The Salon Sea Authority and the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation suppornt & plan cost-
ing as much as $1 billion to build 300 tow-
ers that would pull water from the sea and
spray a mist into collection basins.
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