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Fish kill planned
to return natives
By KURT DAVIS
Staff writer

MEYERS — A fish kill that could affect fishing for
as much as five years is being planned for the headwaters of the Upper Truckee River to make way for
the reintroduction of the threatened La Hontan
trout species.
The La Hontan "Cutthroat" trout was native to
the Tahoe region, but was displaced when Eastern
Brook and Rainbow trout were introduced in the
early part of the century. The "brookies" were
native to the areas east of the Rockies, and the rainbow was introduced from the McCloud River basin
near Mt. Shasta, according to Jim Ryan, fishery
biologist for the state Fish and Game Department.
The fish are called "cutthroats" because of the
reddish marks they have under their lower jaws.
Ryan said the Fish and Game Department had a
federal mandate requiring that the La Hontan
Trout be reintroduced to as much of its historical
range as possible. But there are very few areas that
are really suitable for the program, he pointed out.
Ryan said the kill, which is planned for late
September or October, will affect the upper five
miles of the Truckee headwaters. All the fish living
in Meiss Lake, Four Lakes and an unnamed "frog
pond" will be exterminated as well as those in the
river above a waterfall that will provide a natural
barrier to preserve the isolation of the reintroduced
species.
An organic insecticide called Rotenone will be used to kill the fish, Ryan said. The poison is made
from the roots of a South American plant and has
essentially no effect on mammals, birds, snakes
and frogs, he said. The poison is used routinely to
erradicate "non-game" fish. Ryan pointed out.
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