Exploration in the period 1835-50 was largely domi by

the search for adequate emigration routes through the West to
Oregon and California. At the same time, this era also marked
the opening phase of what might be called the Great Reconnais-
sance Period, duriog which troops of the US. Army were sent
out by the Government to explore the West and 1o gather
mation about its natural resources. Much of this explorati

th ds of emigs and was followed part way by the Butier-
ficld stageconch line.

The most sp lar and imp t explorer of the period,
however, was Lt John C. Frémont whose work epitomized that
of the Great R i Period. Frémoat, a U.S. Army topo-

graphical engineer, made several trips into the West. In 1842, he

¥ was
stimulated by the Mexican War of 1846-47.

By 1835, the trail to Oregon was relatively well known. but
the trail to California was not. In 1833, the mountain man Joseph
Reddeford Walker, operating under orders from Capt. Benjamin
Bonneville, first marched west from Great Salt Lake via the Hum-
boldt River and over the Sierra Nevada. Walker and his men
lacated several passes over the Sierras and probably were the fint
U.S. explorers to see the wonders of prescnt-day Yosemite National
Park, The Bartleson-Bidwell party of 1841 was the first important
party of emigrant-explorers to locate a trail to California. Other
trails were laid out by J. B. Chiles, Peter Lassen, and the tempo-
rarily lost 49°ers who discovered Death Valley. An excellent south-
western trail 1o California was laid out by Lt. William H. Emory,
& topographical engi who panied Gen. Stephen Waits
Kearny's army on its march west to California from New Mexico
during the Mexican War, Capt. Philip St George Cooke and a
battalion of M: | followed Kearny's army and laid
proved trail suitable for

out an |

This trail was used by
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hed west to ine South Pass, In 1843-44, he made a grand
reconnaissance around the whole West from South Pass (o Ore-
gon, thence south through the Greal Basin over the Sierms 1o
California, and then a return via Las Vegas and the south central
Rockies, His report and map, published the year after his expedi-
tion, were among the most important American publications of the
19th century. In 1845, Frémont led another ition through
the West 1o California where he took part in the Bear Flag Revolt
and the fighting against Mexico. Three years later, in a spectacu-
lar effort 10 locate a railroad route through the Southern Rockies,
Frémont suffered a disaster as his men froze 10 death in the Colo-
rado Rockies and some d to ibalism. This di was
unforiunately followed by another in the same area in (853, and
Frémont tumed to politics as the fint Republican presidential
candidate in 1856

Frémont was not the only Army explorer in the West during
this period. Excellent work was also done by Lt J. W. Abert in
New Mexzico; Lis. Nathaniel Michler, F. T. Bryan, M. L. Smith,
and Capt. W, H. Whiting in Texas; Lt. Robert Williamson and

Capt. George Warner in California; Capt. Randolph B. Marcy

James H. on the Staked Plain; and Capt. How-
Stansbury and Lt John W. Gunnison in Uiah, Lt George
Horatio Derby explored and mapped parts of California and also

REFERENCES
me. Frederick S., Fréwont amed ¥, New York, O. P. Putaam’s Sons,

CGoetzmann, Willlem H., Exploranion aad smplee, New York, Alfred A. Knopl,
1966, pis. 1-1L

meh-mmrm 1803~ 1883, New Haven,

Conn, Yale 1955,
McKelvey. 0., Boranival exploration of the Trans-M Went, | 790~
1850, Jamuica M.'Mu.mﬂlwgtwdw niv., 'Iﬁl

Marshall, The : the the Rocky Mowatain
. Lt v\t G, T e o S

wmn.rhmm&-vm.mwmun.

Wheat, Carl 1., M, the Transmissiceippi Wear, [340- 1861, 6 vols., San Fran.
chaon, To. 3 mmpny. 19571963, v, 11111,

(.rummwb —_ !
S s ) Wi M Contsmanr, Universty of Levas, fed TRANSFORTATION
1 Ba (1008 Mt Dl Aram Pt P

EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT: 1835-1850

AL | 1E00u, 900

hs WL

Aben, ., (L Lemwawirth-—Bert's Fort -
Sania Fe—Acoma)

Bartleson, | & L Bicwell, 1841 Great -

Brvan T, 0491050 [Sam Antonio—FL Wodh—
Canadisn K |

Pas=FL Cans aned 1

Chiles 11841 (San Francmen- T
Tooieht =41 et~ Sancafe—!

Burkee, |, I049-1845. (F1. Mall=Monida Pass=
Pasa-Hum.

Chlles, ., lll’ikwnm Trall=
11, Bevlsie Matheur L ~Sacrampnic)

P, ah R G
Cnl;!, ’.‘m—uﬁ- o Crande-
Dreath Valley 4% w0, 1849 B ~Cirmt Basin

-M\'llw—mm?nim
%M-B!Hmm I Calif. and lower
ado R}

Evans, | 1849 (Fu Puerre—Dikeota Badlandy and
ety

e T

g i s %l‘w WA | Austin=El Paso— - -

Frimant, |. & C Geyer, 1531 (Den Moines R

Fréanani, I, 1847 {independence—Omgon Trail
=Fi S Veain-Fromont Peak)

Frémont, | 1843 (Indepundence—Republosn B
AL Hall—Groet Sl L-T1. Vancouver —San
in Valley= Oid $panish Trad ~ Bert'y

o
for's Fort and Walkee Pass-Kiomath §)
frdmont, |, 1848

(Independence— Puslio - San-
e de Cristo Min ~Pool Tabilestin ~Taos)

H & 5. Highwnah, (848 Anity .
qn.! gh “_gon k|
Kearry, 5. & W, Emory, 46 (P Leaven-
wouth - Bent's Ton = Gils R~ San Pascusl

- %un Diego)

Lansen, P, [B4B (Calil, Trall~Goose L ~Lasien
Pany=Sutier's for)

Moy, L & | Swgeon, 1849 -
Santa be—Dofa Anu—Big Semith ]

=Tueson-f Fuo—hnmm fhin e

Machion, N 843 (Ringgoid Bamacks—F1 Washi-
ta-Pecoa )

Nigoliet, | 1818 (80 Lowi—upper Mis. & S|
Micaliet, ], 1834 (Fr. Sowlting= P
- Il'l. = Pipestone Quarry

Micolier, |, W59 (F1. Piere—Duvils L-Minn. &
~St Lown)

e - tall =1 ~Given
n:}:;‘ 36 (Fr. Matl=Ft. Briciges &

ALASKA

e Bl | A28 (Forcuping R~Ft Yokon)

Crigodies, 1843 [F1 Konsantine=Copper &)

e Hmpson, |, 184Y (Sania Fe-Checo —— A A, IR N Sound=M, Banow
Canyon de Chelly—2ufi~ Sania Fe} and retiarm) 3
e Sabiry, W & ), Gunnwon, B850 (11 — o Malkov, V. IB38-AY [Nulso-Yukoo R
Leavenwor - Cregan T eaib-Cooeat Sah | - M . e
Fi Bexiget ~Cheyenae Pes—ft Laame)
= Malhov, V., 44 (Susitng Valley)
= Wl Bl ot Shurray, |, 1847 (Portupine i~F1 Yukon)
=F . N —— ¥ ). =~
Gl Truwl=Tickie Pask ~Sutter's fort) it e .
e T - Ty -..r AT At o — B, mmm Sonrd = Sewand
A M g e — MmO
== Pullen. 1849 (Kotrbue Soond—moith ooad—
e = a—— u'j'lul.- 1 he m M ben e By )
wilp=FL I Yaneouver a darerishioy, & 1848 (L .
o %an Franciscn) il R~ Tatina L) .
— e e Warner. G & R Williamaon, 1849 (Sacramerta = Semgnon, 1., 1837 (Mackerzie Bay~norh (ot
& —Coow LG Warner killed) and rengrr} .

SN m 184% [San Antonio—
) ML= L nge)

Zakoakin, L, 18421844 (lower Yukon and Kus-
hokwim riven)



1835



Abert, |, 1845 (Bent's Fori—Canadian R.~ft.
Gibsan)

Abert, |, 1846 (FL Leavenworth—8ent's Fori—
Santa Fe—-Acoma)
hﬂmﬂ 1. & imn 1841 (Great Salt L—
—Sonora Pass—San Francisco)
Bryan F., 18491850 (San Antonio—Fr. Wanh-
Canadian R)
Iuﬂne, )., 1B45-1846 (FI. Hali-Monida Pass—
Bozeman Pass—H. Cass and return)

Chiles, )., 1842 (5an Francisco—Tejon Pass—Hum-
holdt R.~Fu_Hall-SantaFe—Independence)

Chlln. 1, 1843 lnd!pandmu—&tpn Trail—
L. Boisé—Malheur L ~Sacramento
Cooke, P, 1846 (Al que—Hio Grandk
Tueson—5an b
Death Valley 49°s, 1848 (Green R —Great Basin
=Death val . gold mines)

, G, 16491851 inCalif. and lower
) wmayin

Evans, |., 1845 (Ft, Pierre—Dakota Badlands and
return)

Farnham, T. & S Smith, 1839 [!mhrmdmc:-
Ark R.~FtBridger—Oregon Trail—Partland)

EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT: 1835-1850

Ford, | & B. Neighbors, 1849 (Austin—El Paso—
Pecos R. —San Antonio)

e oo Fiémont, ). & C Geyer, 1841 (Des Moines R}

Fré ), 1842 Qregon Trail

—f1. $1. Vrain~fremont Peak)

Frémont, .. 1843 (Ind publican R.

ol oty O Span ot

n e s
Fort—Independence)

£ , 1845 pendence—Ben
Sahl.dw !-kubuidl R—Calif. w:‘g‘ul
ter’s Fort and Walker Pass—Klamath R )

Frément, Ll&lﬂtlndepmdmc&ﬁnb&o—&an
gre de Cristo Mis,—Pool Table Min —Taos)

Hays, | & 5 Highsmith, 1848 {San Antonio—Ff1.
Mason~Big Bend are=—FL. inge)

Kearny, 5. & W. Emory, 1846 (Ft. Leaven-
worth—Bent's Fort — Gila R—San Pascual
= San Dicgo)

Lassen, P, 1848 (Calil. Trail-Goose L-Lassen
Pass—Suftler's Fort)

Muw R & ). Simpson, 1849 (Camadian R.—
Santa Fe—Dofa Ana—Big Swf'ing-FL Smith)

Boundary S 18491855 D
~Tueson—El Pc:u m(‘.uode;tsm -

S S e

———

Michier, N., 1849 (Ringgold Barracks—TLwWashi-
ta—Pecos R.)

Nicallet, ., 1835 (St. Louis—upper Miss. R. Basin)
Nicalet, )., W38 (Fi, Snelling—Pipestone Quarry
°-—L Tmuseg-‘k Lowis! i

Nicollet, {.. 1839 (FL. Pierre—Devils L—Minn, R.
~St. Louis)

Wyeth, M., 1836 (Ft. Hall—fL. Bridger—Green R.
—Taos)

ALASKA
Bell, ). 1B42-1846 (Porcupine R~FL Yukon)

Grigoriev, 1843 (Fr Konstantine—Copper R}

Sienpson, |, 1849 {Santa Fe—Chaco C
Canyon de Chelly— Zufii— 5anta fe)

Stanshury, H & | Gunnison, 1849-1850 (Fr

Leavenworh=0regon Trail - Great Salt L.~
Fr HBridgei-Cheyenne Pass=Ft Laramie)

Stevens, £ & P. M , 1844 [Council Biuffs—
Ot!foﬂ Trail te's Cul-ofi—Fr Hall—
Calif. Trast—Truckee Pass —Sulter’s Fort)

ruw&nufefmdﬂmlnﬂ [i\u:lin—neﬂﬂ‘ll

q

us. tion, 1841 (mouthof Colu
e
vile—Ft. Walla Walla—Fi. Vancouver; aparty
o 5an Francisco)

Wﬂ;ﬂ.ﬁ.&lm

iamson, 1849 afmento
—Goase L.;G. Wamer killed)

Kusk AL IB38 [ 5
and returny

EY V.. 1838-1843 (Nulato—Yukon R.—
Michaelovski)

W V., 1844 (Susitna Valley)
Murray, |, 1847 (Porcupine R.—FL Yukon)

Pim, B., 1849 (Kotzebue Sound=Seward Pen —
Norton Sound)

Pulien, 1849 (Kotzebue Sound-norh coast—
Mackenzie Bay)

W R, 1848 (FL Konstantine—Copper

Simpson, T., 1837 {Mackenzie Bay—north coast
and retum)

Zakoskin, L, 1842-1844 (lower Yukon and Kus-

W. & M. Smith, 1849 (San Antonio
Bl Paso—Sacramento Mts.—FL. Inge)

kokwim rivers)



i e ———ii

S S————

Abert, |, 1845 (Bent's Fort—Canadian R.—Ft.
bson)

Abert, ]., 1846 (FL. Leavenworth—Bent's Forl—
Santa Fe—Acoma)

Bartleson, ). & J. Bidwell, 1841 (Great Salt L—-
Humboldt R,—Sonora Pass—San francisco)

Bryan F., 1849-1850 (San Antonio—Ft. Worth—
Canadian R.)

Burke, )., 1845-1846 (Ft. Hall-Monida Pass—
Bozeman Pass—Ft. Cass and return)

Chiles,}.,1842 (San Francisco—Tejon Pass=Hum-
boldt R.—F1. Hall—-Santa Fe—Independence)

Chiles, |., 1843 (Independence—Oregon Trail—
FL Boisé—hsalheur L—Sacramento)

Cooke, P., 1846 (Alb ue—Rio Grande—
Tucson—San E)hgg?um

Death Valley 49'ers, 1849 (Green R.—Great Basin
—Death Valley—Calif. gold mines)

Derby, G., 1849-1851 (surveys in Calif. and lower
ﬂbgaloudo R) :
Evans, |., 1849 (Ft. Pierre—Dakota Badlands and
return)

Farnham, T. & 5. Smith, 1839 (I nce—
Ark. R.—Ft. Bridger—Oregon Trail—=Portland)

LRl

P ———

—— —peae— e

e e —— ———

EXPLORATION AND St

fFord, |. & R, Neighbors, 1849 (Austin—El Paso—
Pecas R. —San Antonio)

Frémont, ). & C Geyer, 1841 (Des Moines R))

Frémont, ., 1842 (Ind
-FL. St. Viain=Fremont Peak)

Frémont, ., 1843 (Independence—Republican R,

-Fr Hall-—(‘.{rm Salt L—Ft, Vancouver—5an
loaquin Valley— Old Spanish Trail = Bent's
Fort=independence)

Frémont, |., 1845 (Independence—Bent’s Fort—
Salt Lake City~Humboldt R.~Calif. via Sut-
ter's Fort and Walker Pass—Klamath R.)

Frémont, )., 1848 (Independence—Pueblo—San-
gre de Cristo Mts.—Pool Table Min —Taos)
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U.S. Exploring Expedition, 1841 (mouth of Colum-
b£ R.—r?u Sound-CoILmhia R.~Ft. Col-
vile=Ft. Walla Walla—Ft Vancouver; a party
to San Francisco)

Warner, G. & R. Williamson, 1849 (Sacramento
R.—Goose L.; G. Wamer killed)

Whiting, W. & M. Smith, 1849 (San Antonio—
El Paso—Sacramento Mts.~FL Inge)

Wyeth, N., 1836 (Ft. Hall-FL Bridger—Green R.
—Taos)

ALASKA
Bell, ., 1842-1846 (Porcupine R.—Ft. Yukon)

Grigoriev, 1843 (F.. Konstantine—Copper R.)

Kuskevarov, A, 1838 (Norton Sound—P1. Barrow
and return)

Malakov, V., 1838-1843 (Nulato—Yukon R.—
Michaelovski)

Malakov, V., 1844 (Susitna Valley)
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kokwim rivers)
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