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1. Summary of Accomplishments
The Hayward Area Recreation and Park District was able to successfully complete all of the grant requirements.
The Park District created an expanded fishing program, purchased new fishing gear and supplies for the class,
created four (4) new educational signs for the public, and offered the fishing class to more than 154 low income
youth that otherwise would not been able to attend the fishing classes.

2. Project Activities & Outcomes
Activities
•

•
•
•
•

Expanded a fishing program to educate the public about recreational fishing combined with
environmental information about habitat, fish ecology and the effects of pollution, such as oil spills
in aquatic environments.
Created four (4) new public educational signs that will be seen by thousands of park visitors.
Purchased fishing gear and supplies (much of which can be re-used by future classes).
Allowed the Park District to reach out to more than 154 low income students and offer “hands on”
fishing classes to youth that otherwise may not have had the opportunity to participate in these
classes.
Followed the activities agreed upon per the contract.

Benefits
•
•

•

More than 15 classes or one week fishing camps were offered to educate the public about
recreational fishing, including fish ecology, license requirements, and effects of pollution, such as oil
spills in aquatic environments.
The terms of the grant agreement were followed and in some cases were exceeded. For example,
when the District found that transportation was a barrier to many low income youth taking part in the
fishing classes offered by the grant, the Park District used its own funds to transport low income
youth to the class location.
The Park District was able to offer the popular fishing classes to many more youth and adults than
expected (and used its own funds to pay for the additional instructor time).

•

The Park District was able to reach out to new contacts at a low income youth community center and
at low income schools that would otherwise not have been able to participate in the fishing education
classes.

3. The Future
The Fishing Education Class has created signage for thousands of future visitors to the Hayward Shoreline
Interpretive Center, and the Fishing Class now has a teaching program that will serve as a model for future
classes.

4. Lessons Learned
This grant program was a wonderful experience for all of our naturalists. We found that even offering free
classes to low income students did not allow many students to get to our shoreline property. The Park District
provided vans to transport low income youth to the site, so that they could take part in the fishing programs.
Having the grant funds to obtain the needed fishing equipment and supplies enabled all youth and adults to have
“hands on” fishing experiences that many said would last a lifetime. The Hayward Area Recreation and Park
District is very thankful for the opportunity to obtain the grant funds from the funders and use them to reach out
to all of the new fishing students, young and old alike.

5. Project Documents
•

Photos and public education signs are attached.
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Photograph 1: Naturalist Patrick Downs, Hayward Shoreline Interpretive Center, demonstrates to fishing
program participants how to use the fishing equipment.

Photograph 2: Using a minnow trap to catch bait along the channel at the Hayward Shoreline next to the San
Francisco Bay Trail.

Photograph 3: For many of our participants, this grant was their first fishing experience!

Photograph 4: Fishing instruction at San Francisco Bay Trail Bridge in Hayward, CA.
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