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*5.  Approval of Minutes — August 28, 2014
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* Proposed Consent Calendar
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*7.

*8.

*10.

Little Shasta Valley Conservation Easement, $53,000.00 17
Fogg Gulch, Siskiyou County

To consider the allocation for a grant to the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation for a
cooperative project with the Fish and Wildlife to acquire a conservation easement
over 645+ acres of land for protection of important winter range habitat for elk,
working landscapes, grasslands and supporting other large mammals, including
deer and mountain lion, located east of the city of Yreka and the town of Montague
in Siskiyou County. The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized
uses of the proposed funding source, which allows for the acquisition and
protection of habitat to protect deer and mountain lions. [Habitat Conservation
Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code Section 2786(a)]

C & R Ranch Habitat Enhancement, $270,000.00 21
Tehama County

To consider the allocation for a grant to the Tehama County Resource
Conservation District for a cooperative project with the landowner, the U.S. Natural
Resources Conservation Service, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to restore
native habitat and improve fencing and water features on the C & R Ranch, located
17 miles west of the city of Corning in Tehama County. The purposes of this
project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed funding source,
which allows for projects to assist farmers in integrating agricultural activities with
ecosystem restoration and wildlife protection. [Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality
and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 (Proposition
84), Public Resources Code Section 75055(d)(4)]

Excelsior Ranches, $0.00 25
Yuba County

This project is being withdrawn from consideration at this time.

San Joaquin River Parkway, $147,000.00 26
Lewis S. Eaton Trail River West CEQA,

Augmentation I,

Fresno County

To consider the allocation for an augmentation of a previously approved grant to
the San Joaquin River Conservancy (Conservancy) for a cooperative project with
the city of Fresno to implement environmental review and facilitate public
participation for a proposal to extend the Lewis S. Eaton Trail from its terminus in
Fresno’s Woodward Park through the Conservancy’s River West property located
immediately west of State Highway 41 in Fresno County. The purposes of this
project are consistent with the proposed funding source that allows for the
acquisition, development, rehabilitation, restoration and protection of lands located
within the boundaries of the San Joaquin River Conservancy. [California Clean
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*11.

*12.

*13.

Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Fund
(Proposition 40), Section 5096.650(b)(5)]

Allensworth Ecological Reserve, $0.00 29
Expansion 50-56,
Tulare County

To consider the acquisition of 8 separate parcels of land totaling 12.98+/- acres by
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife for the protection of habitat
supporting the San Joaquin kit fox and other rare species found within the
Allensworth Ecological Reserve and to enhance habitat linkages and connectivity,
located near the city of Earlimart in Tulare County. The purposes of this project are
consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed funding source, which is being
provided by the California Department of Corrections Statewide Electric Fence
Project mitigation fund assigned to CDFW.

Western Riverside Multiple Species $60,800.00 33
Habitat Conservation Plan (2012) - Monte Cristo,
Riverside County

To consider the acceptance of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Habitat
Conservation Planning Land Acquisition grant (Section 6 Grant) and the approval
to subgrant these federal funds to the Western Riverside County Regional
Conservation Authority (Authority); and to consider a Wildlife Conservation Board
(WCB) grant to the Authority to acquire 21+ acres of land for the protection of
habitat that supports threatened and endangered species; and to increase regional
wildlife habitat corridors and linkages located within the Western Riverside County
Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan, near the community of Murrieta. The
purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed
funding source, which allows for the acquisition of habitat to protect rare,
endangered, threatened or fully protected species and on which unique species or
natural communities naturally exist. [Habitat Conservation Fund Section 2786(b/c)
(Proposition 117)]

Western Riverside Multiple Species $95,000.00 37
Habitat Conservation Plan (2012) - Oldar,
Riverside County

To consider the acceptance of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Habitat
Conservation Planning Land Acquisition grant (Section 6 Grant) and the approval
to subgrant these federal funds to the Western Riverside County Regional
Conservation Authority (Authority); and to consider a Wildlife Conservation Board
(WCB) grant to the Authority to acquire 157+ acres of land for the protection of
habitat that supports threatened and endangered species; and to increase regional
wildlife habitat corridors and linkages located within the Western Riverside County
Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan, near the community of Temecula.
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15.

The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the
proposed funding source, which allows for the acquisition of habitat to protect rare,
endangered, threatened or fully protected species and on which unique species or
natural communities naturally exist. [Habitat Conservation Fund Section 2786(b/c)
(Proposition 117)]

Blue Creek, $5,035,000.00 41
Humboldt/Del Norte County

To consider the allocation for a grant to Western Rivers Forestry for a cooperative
project with the State Coastal Conservancy, Wyss Foundation, the Yurok Tribe and
the New Market Tax Credit Program to acquire 6,479+ acres of land for the
protection of a mixed conifer forest property, including riparian corridors, salmonid
streams, coastal watershed and habitat linkages located near the town of Klamath,
and traversing both Humboldt and Del Norte Counties. The purposes of this
project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed funding source,
which allows for forest conservation and protection projects in order to promote the
ecological integrity and economic stability of California’'s diverse native forests
through forest conservation, preservation and restoration of productive managed
forest lands, forest reserve areas, redwood forests and other forest types, including
the conservation of water resources and natural habitats for native fish, wildlife and
plants found on these lands; and also allows for the acquisition of habitat to protect
rare, endangered, threatened or fully protected species within a flood plain corridor.
[Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal
Protection Fund of 2006 (Proposition 84), Public Resources Code Section
75055(a); Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code
Section 2786(b/c) (Proposition 1E)]

Salt River Wetland Restoration, $450,000.00 47
Humboldt County

To consider the allocation for a grant to Ducks Unlimited, Inc. for a cooperative
project with the State Water Quality Control Board, the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and Caltrans to restore and enhance salt marsh, riparian
forest and tidal sloughs on approximately 356 acres of formal tidal area on 2.5
miles of the Salt River channel, located three miles northwest of Ferndale and one
mile from the mouth of the Eel River in Humboldt County. The purposes of this
project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed funding sources:
the Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal Protection
Bond Fund (Proposition 12), Public Resources Code Section 5096.350(a)(1)(B),
which allows for the acquisition, development, restoration and protection of
wetlands and adjacent lands outside the Sacramento — San Joaquin Valley; and
the Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code Section
2786(d)(Proposition 1E), Wetlands Outside the Central Valley, which allows for the
acquisition, enhancement or restoration of wetlands to protect or enhance a flood
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16.

17.

protection corridor or bypass outside the Central Valley. Both are consistent with
the purposes of this project.

Mt. Shasta Headwaters Forest, $9,090,000.00 52
Hancock Phase | (Town Block),
Siskiyou/Shasta County

To consider the allocation for a grant to the Pacific Forest Trust for a cooperative
project with the California Department of Transportation to acquire a forest
conservation easement over 12,644+ acres of land for protection of working forest
lands, forest reserve areas, watersheds, fisheries and habitat linkages, covering a
significant portion of the upper watershed of the McCloud River, located near the
town of McCloud and transversing both Siskiyou and Shasta Counties. The upper
McCloud River is considered by the Regional Water Quality Control Board as one
of the most pristine rivers in northern California, providing important fisheries
habitat and quality drinking water for much of California. The purposes of this
project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed funding source,
which allows for forest conservation and protection of projects in order to promote
the ecological integrity and economic stability of California's diverse native forests
through forest conservation, reservation and restoration of productive managed
forest lands, forest reserve areas, redwood forests and other forest types, including
the conservation of water resources and natural habitats for native fish, wildlife and
plants found on these lands. [Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply,
Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 (Proposition 84), Fish
and Game Code Section 75055(a)]

Barry Point Fire Forest Restoration, $2,500,000.00 57
Modoc County

To consider the allocation for a grant to the Pacific Forest Trust for a cooperative
project with the landowner to restore forest habitat within the privately-owned
Collins Timber Company’s 32,686-acre Lakeview Tract, located just west of Goose
Lake, approximately 30 miles north of the city of Alturas in Modoc County. The
purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed
funding source, which allows for forest conservation and protection projects in
order to promote the ecological integrity and economic stability of California’s
diverse native forests through forest conservation, preservation and restoration of
productive managed forest lands, forest reserve areas, redwood forests and other
forest types, including the conservation of water resources and natural habitats for
native fish, wildlife and plants found on these lands. [Safe Drinking Water, Water
Quiality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006
(Proposition 84), Public Resources Code Section 75055(a)]
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18.

19.

20.

21.

Little Truckee River Fish Habitat Restoration, $190,000.00 62
Nevada and Sierra Counties

To consider the allocation for a grant to the National Forest Foundation for a
cooperative project with the U.S. Forest Service and Trout Unlimited to enhance
and improve fish habitat in the Little Truckee River on the Tahoe National Forest,
located generally ten miles north of the city of Truckee in Nevada County. The
purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the proposed
funding source, which allows for the acquisition, restoration or enhancement of
riparian habitat and aquatic habitat for salmonids and trout to protect or enhance a
flood protection corridor or bypass. [Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117),
Fish and Game Code Section 2786(e/f) (Proposition1E)]

Yolo County Water Intake and Fish Screen, $2,000,000.00 65
Yolo County

To consider the allocation for a grant to Reclamation District 2035 (RD 2035) for a
cooperative project with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, the Department of Water
Resources, and the Woodland Davis Clean Water Agency to construct a new
screened water intake for RD 2035, the largest remaining unscreened intake on
the Sacramento River north of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. This proposed
project is located five miles east of Woodland on privately-owned land on the west
bank of the Sacramento River levee, approximately one-half mile north of Interstate
5, in Yolo County. The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized
uses of the proposed funding source, which allows for the acquisition,
development, rehabilitation, restoration and protection of habitat to promote the
recovery of threatened and endangered species, to provide corridors linking
separate habitat areas to prevent habitat fragmentation, and to protect significant
natural landscapes and ecosystems and other significant habitat areas. [California
Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks and Coastal Protection Fund
(Proposition 40), Public Resources Code Section 5096.650(a)]

San Joaquin River Parkway, Ball Ranch $0.00 69
(Quarry Site),
Fresno County

This project is being withdrawn from consideration at this time.

Metcalf Meadow, Recovery Land Acquisition $570,000.00 70
Grant (2013), San Bernardino County

To consider the acceptance of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Recovery Land
Acquisition grant and the approval to subgrant these federal funds to the San
Bernardino Mountains Land Trust (sub grantee), and to consider a Wildlife
Conservation Board grant to the San Bernardino Mountains Land Trust to acquire
14+ acres of land to promote recovery of rare and endangered plant and wildlife

Vi
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22.

23.

species, located within the city of Big Bear, in San Bernardino County. The
purposes of this project are consistent with the proposed funding source, which
allows for the acquisition of habitat to protect rare, endangered, threatened and
fully protected species. [Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Section
2786(b/c)]

Big Tujunga Canyon Forest Restoration, $1,245,000.00 73
Los Angeles County

To consider the allocation for a grant to the National Forest Foundation for a
cooperative project with the U.S. Forest Service, Alcoa, Rancho Santa Ana Botanic
Gardens, Oakwood School, and Los Angeles Conservation Corp to restore and
enhance riparian and chapparal habitats within the Big Tujunga Canyon in the
Angeles National Forest, located immediately east of the city of Los Angeles in Los
Angeles County. The proposed funding sources for this project are the Habitat
Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code Section 2786(e/ff),
which provides funds which allows for the acquisition, restoration or enhancement
of riparian habitat and aquatic habitat for salmonids and trout; and the Water
Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Fund of 2002
(Proposition 50), Water Code Section 79572(b), which provides funds for the
acquisition, protection and restoration of coastal watersheds and adjacent lands in
Los Angeles, Ventura or Santa Barbara Counties. Both are consistent with the
objectives of this project.

Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing, $650,000.00 79
Los Angeles County

To consider the allocation for a grant to the Resource Conservation District of the
Santa Monica Mountains for a cooperative project with Caltrans, Los Angeles
County, a private landowner, and the Mountains Recreation and Conservation
Authority to enhance an existing undercrossing to allow wildlife to cross Highway
101, located approximately nine miles east of Thousand Oaks in Los Angeles
County. The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the
proposed funding source, which allows for the development, rehabilitation,
restoration, acquisition and protection of habitat that accomplishes one or more of
the following objectives: promotes recovery of threatened and endangered species,
protects habitat corridors, protects significant natural landscapes and ecosystems,
or implements the recommendations of the California Comprehensive Wildlife
Strategy. [Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River
and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 (Proposition 84), Public Resources Code
Section 75055(b).]

vii
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25.

26.

27.

Newport Valley Habitat Restoration, $381,000.00 83
Orange County

To consider the allocation for a grant to the Tides Center-Marine Education Project,
for a cooperative project with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the California
Coastal Commission and the city of Newport Beach to restore +15 acres of habitat
at Newport Valley approximately 1.5 miles northeast of Newport Beach Harbor in
Orange County. The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized
uses of the proposed funding source, which allows for the acquisition, protection
and restoration of coastal wetlands identified in the Southern California Coastal
Wetlands Inventory, located within the coastal zone, other wetlands connected and
proximate to such coastal wetlands and upland areas adjacent and proximate to
such coastal wetlands. [Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach
Protection Fund of 2002 (Proposition 50), Water Code Section 79572(a)]

Salton Sea Wetland Restoration Species $3,315,000.00 87
Conservation Habitat Project,
Imperial County

To consider the allocation for a grant to the Imperial Irrigation District for a
cooperative project with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and the
Department of Water Resources to construct 640 acres of shallow saline water
habitat identified as part of the Salton Sea Species Conservation Habitat Project,
located at the mouth of the New River approximately ten miles west of Calipatria in
Imperial County. The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized
uses of the proposed funding source, which allows for acquisition, grants or other
activities that directly restore the Salton Sea and its transboundary watersheds.
[Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Fund of 2002
(Proposition 50), Water Code Section 79565, Fish and Game Code Section 2932.2]

State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) Informational 91

The State Wildlife Action Plan examines the health of wildlife and prescribes
actions to conserve wildlife and vital habitat before they become more rare and
more costly to protect. The plan also promotes wildlife conservation while
furthering responsible development and addressing the needs of a growing human
population.

Strategic Plan Update Informational 91
The Wildlife Conservation Board Strategic Plan provides a high-level blueprint for
WCB decision-making and establishes the primary framework for implementing

the WCB vision over the next five years. The Plan was adopted during the August
28, 2014 Board Meeting.

viii
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28.

29.

2014 Wildlife Conservation Board Meeting Informational 91
Schedule

The Board will consider and possibly adopt its 2015 meeting schedule.
February 26, 2015
May 21, 2015
August 20, 2015
November 19, 2015

Executive Session (Not Open to the Public) 91

The board may meet in closed session pursuant to California Government Code
Section 11126(e)(1) to discuss pending litigation to which the Wildlife Conservation
Board is a party.

PERSONS WITH DISABILITES

Persons with disabilities needing reasonable accommodation to participate in
public meetings or other CDFW activities are invited to contact the Department’s
Reasonable Accommodation Coordinator Melissa Carlin at (916) 651-1214 or
Melissa.Carlin@wildlife.ca.gov. Reasonable Accommodation requests for facility
and/or meeting accessibility should be received by November 3, 2014. Requests
for American Sign Language Interpreters should be submitted at least two weeks
prior to the event, and requests for Real-Time Captioners at least four weeks prior
to the event. These timeframes are to help ensure that the requested
accommodation is met. If a request for an accommodation has been submitted but
is no longer needed, please contact the Reasonable Accommodation Coordinator
immediately.
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2.

(@)

(b)

()

(d)

Funding Status

2014-15 Wildlife Restoration Fund, (0447)

Budget Act
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2014-15 Habitat Conservation Fund, (0262)

Non-budget Act
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2013-14 Habitat Conservation Fund, (0262)

Non-budget Act
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2012-13 Habitat Conservation Fund, (0262)

Budget Act
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

Informational

The following funding status depicts Capital Outlay appropriations by year of
appropriation and by fund source and fund number.

$1,000,000.00
-1,000,000.00
$0.00

$0.00
0.00
$0.00

$20,663,000.00
-2,860,000.00
$17,803,000.00

-0.00
-7,627,515.00
$10,175,485.00

$20,663,000.00
-9,213,161.00
$11,449,839.00

-3,031,800.00
-8,418,039.00
$0.00

$20,663,000.00
-4,255,000.00
$16,408,000.00

-0.00
-2,231,283.00
$14,176,717.00
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(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

2011-12 Habitat Conservation Fund, (0262)

Budget Act
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2010-11 Habitat Conservation Fund, (0262)

Budget Act
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2009-10 Habitat Conservation Fund, (0262)
(2013-14 Reappropriation)

Budget Act
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2008-09 Habitat Conservation Fund, (0262)
(2012-13 Reappropriation)

Budget Act
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

$20,663,000.00
-11,391,923.00
$9,271,077.00

-0.00
-3,479,164.00
$5,791,913.00

$20,668,000.00
-15,141,371.00
$5,526,629.00

-412,096.00
-4,846,401.00
$268,132.00

$20,668,000.00
-20,238,064.00
$429,936.00

-53,000.00
-376,936.00
$0.00

$20,668,000.00
-16,685,396.00
$3,982,604.00

-0.00
-3,982,604.00
$0.00
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(i)

(),

(k)

()

2007-08 Habitat Conservation Fund, (0262)
(2011-12 Reappropriation)

Budget Act
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2006-07 Habitat Conservation Fund, (0262)
(2013-14 Reappropriation)

Budget Act
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2004-05 Habitat Conservation Fund, (0262)

Budget Act
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

$20,674,000.00
-20,060,904.00
$613,096.00

-0.00
-613,096.00
$0.00

$20,699,000.00
-19,833,298.00
$865,702.00

0.00
-865,702.00
$0.00

$20,577,000.00
-19,982,286.00
$594,714.00

-0.00
-594,714.00
$0.00

1999-00 Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air, and

Coastal Protection Bond Fund, (0005)

Continuously Appropriated [Sec. 5096.350 (a)(1), (2), (4) & (7)]

Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

$36,100,000.00
-31,257,610.00
$4,842,390.00

37,904.00
-54,486.00
$4,750,000.00
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(m)

(n)

(0)

(P)

2004-05 California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks and

Coastal Protection Fund, (6029)

Reappropriated 14/15
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

$11,000,000.00
-6,346,452.00
$4,653,548.00

-147,000.00
-0.00
$4,506,548.00

2001-02 California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks and

Coastal Protection Fund, (6029)

Continuously Appropriated (Section 5096.650)
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2003-04 Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and
Beach Protection Fund of 2002, (6031) Colorado River
Reappropriated 06/07, 10/11, &14/15 (Section 79568)
Previous Board Allocations

Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2002-03 Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and
Beach Protection Fund of 2002, (6031)

Continuously Appropriated (Sections 79565 and 79572),
including Chapter 81, Statutes of 2005

2003-04 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79565
2004-05 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79565
2005-06 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79565
2005-06 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79572
2006-07 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79572
2007-08 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79572
2008-09 Budget Act Transfer to HCF from Section 79572
Previous Board Allocations

Unallocated Balance

$273,000,000.00
-249,130,704.00
$23,869,296.00

-2,000,000.00
-4,768,093.00
$17,101,203.00

$32,500,000.00
-21,904,443.00
$10,595,557.00

-0.00
-0.00
$10,595,557.00

$814,350,000.00
-21,000,000.00
-21,000,000.00
-4,000,000.00
-3,100,000.00
-17,688,000.00
-5,150,000.00
-1,000,000.00
-680,544,372.00
$60,867,628.00
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(@)

(r)

(s)

(t)

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation -4,350,000.00
Total Project Development -31,990,000.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $24,527,280.00

2010-11 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006, (6051)
(2014-15 Reappropriation)

Budget Act (San Joaquin River Conservancy Projects) $3,380,000.00
Previous Board Allocations -0.00
Unallocated Balance $3,380,000.00
November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation -0.00
Total Project Development -3,380,000.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $0.00

2009-10 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006, (6051)
(2013-14 Reappropriation)

Budget Act (San Joaquin River Conservancy Projects) $4,800,000.00
Previous Board Allocations -1,970,880.00
Unallocated Balance $2,829,120.00
November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation -0.00
Total Project Development -2,829,120.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $0.00

2007-08 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006, (6051)
(2014-15 Reappropriation)

Budget Act (San Joaquin River Conservancy Projects) $10,000,000.00
Previous Board Allocations -2,889,082.00
Unallocated Balance $7,110,918.00
November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation 0.00
Total Project Development -0.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $7,110,918.00

2009-10 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006, (6051)
(2014-15 Reappropriation)
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(u)

(v)

(w)

(x)

Chapter 2, Statutes of 2009 (SB 8)
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2009-10 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006, (6051)
(2013-14 Reappropriation)

Chapter 2, Statutes of 2009 (SB 8)
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2008-09 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006, (6051),
(2014-15 Reappropriation)

Budget Act (NCCP Section 75055(c))
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2007-08 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 , (6051)
(2014-15 Reappropriation)

Budget Act (Section 75055(d)(1))
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2007-08 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006, (6051)
(2013-14 Appropriation)

$8,500,000.00
-5,074,012.00
$3,425,988.00

0.00
-0.00
$3,425,988.00

$15,500,000.00
-7,996,075.00
$7,503,925.00

0.00
-7,503,925.00
$0.00

$25,000,000.00
-10,066,048.00
$14,933,952.00

-0.00
-2,934,568.00
$11,999,384.00

$25,000,000.00
-23,379,568.00
$1,620,432.00

0.00
-1,620,432.00
$0.00




Final Agenda for November 20, 2014, WCB Board Meeting

v)

()

(aa)

Budget Act (Section 75055(d)(1))
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2007-08 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006, (6051)
(2013-14 Appropriation)

Budget Act (Section 75055(d)(2))
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2007-08 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006, (6051)
(2013-14 Appropriation)

Budget Act (Section 75055(d)(4))
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

2006-07 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006, (6051)

Continuously Appropriated (Section 75055a)
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation
Total Project Development
Projected Unallocated Balance

Continuously Appropriated (Section 75055(b))
Previous Board Allocations
Unallocated Balance

$205,194.00
-0.00
$205,194.00

-0.00
-0.00
$205,194.00

$1,500,000.00
-966,398.00
$533,602.00

-0.00
-304,682.00
$228,920.00

$2,368,000.00
-1,217,236.00
$1,150,764.00

-270,000.00
-325,000.00
$555,764.00

$164,700,000.00
-106,974,123.00
$57,725,877.00

-15,125,000.00
-19,402,000.00
$23,198,877.00

$123,525,000.00
-86,495,083.00
$37,029,917.00
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November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation -650,000.00
Total Project Development -4,050,000.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $32,329,917.00

RECAP OF FUND BALANCES

Wildlife Restoration Fund (a) $0.00
November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation -0.00
Total Project Development -0.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $0.00

Habitat Conservation Fund (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (9), (h), (i), (j), (k) $66,944,598.00

November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation -3,496,896.00
Total Project Development -33,035,455.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $30,412,247.00
Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air, and Coastal
Protection Bond Fund (1) $4,842,390.00
November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation -37,904.00
Total Project Development -54,486.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $4,750,000.00
California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks
and Coastal Protection Bond Fund (m), (n) $28,522,844.00
November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation -2,147,000.00
Total Project Development -4,768,093.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $21,607,751.00
Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and
Beach Protection Fund of 2002 (0), (p) $71,463,185.00
November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation -4,350,000.00
Total Project Development -31,990,000.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $35,123,185.00

Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,
River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 (q), (r), (s), (1),

(w), (v), (w), (X), (¥), (2), (aa) $137,449,688.00
November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation -16,045,000.00
Total Project Development -42,349,727.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $79,054,961.00

TOTAL — ALL FUNDS $309,222,704.00
November 2014 Board Meeting Allocation -26,076,800.00
Total Project Development -112,197,760.00
Projected Unallocated Balance $170,948,144.00
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RECAP OF NATURAL HERITAGE PRESERVATION TAX CREDIT ACT OF 2000

Chapter 113, Statutes of 2000 and Chapter 715, Statutes of 2004

Tax credits awarded through June 30, 2008

Chapter 220, Statutes of 2009 (effective January 1, 2010)
Tax credits awarded

The following summary provides the status of the up-front general obligation bond sale

SUMMARY OF BOND CASH

$48,598,734.00

$0.00

proceeds that the Wildlife Conservation Board has received since the spring of 2009.

Bond Fund

Proposition 12
Proposition 40
Proposition 50
Proposition 84
Proposition 1E

Grand Totals

Authorized GO
Bond Proceeds

$12,621,973.31
$91,923,942.78
$164,644,999.96
$258,771,862.99
$65,725,202.07

$593,687,981.11

Expenditures
through
10/17/14

$9,242,883.90
$80,566,179.20
$79,841,951.31
$231,441,319.65
$48,167,124.87

$449,259,458.93

10

Encumbrances
through
09/30/14

$494,884.00
$17,087,418.40
$29,339,838.33
$24,162,364.24
$8,514,203.10

$79,598,708.07

Cash Balances
Includes
Encumbrances

$2,884,205.41
-$5,729,654.82
$55,463,210.32
$3,168,179.10
$9,043,874.10

$64,829,814.11
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3.  Special Project Planning Account Informational

The Board has historically used a special project account to provide working
funds for staff evaluation (appraisals, engineering, preliminary title reports, etc.) of
proposed projects. Upon the Board’s approval of a project, all expenditures
incurred and recorded in the Special Project Planning Account are transferred to
the Board approved project account which then reduces the Special Project
Planning Account expenditures. This procedure provides a revolving account for
the pre-project expenses.

Some appropriations now made to the Board do not include a specific budgeted
planning line item appropriation necessary to begin a project without prior Board
authorization. Pre-project costs are a necessary expenditure in most all capital
outlay projects. The Special Project Planning Account is available to be used for
these costs.
The Board, at the May 6, 1986 meeting, authorized the Executive Director to use
up to 1% of a budgeted appropriation to set up and maintain an appropriate
planning account with the provision it would be reported to the Board as an
informational item.
Accordingly, a planning account has been set up as follows:

Habitat Conservation FuNd ..., $25,000.00

California Clean, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal
Protection FUN ........cooveiiie e $50,000.00

Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River
and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 ................eevvvviviiiiennnnnns $150,000.00

4. Proposed Consent Calendar (Items 5 — 8 and 10 — 13)

*5.  Approval of Minutes — August 28, 2014

* Proposed Consent Calendar

11
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*6.

Recovery of Funds

The following projects previously authorized by the Board are now completed,
and some have balances of funds that can be recovered and returned to their
respective funds. Itis recommended that the following totals be recovered and

that the projects be closed.

$0.00 to the General Fund
$61,882.03 to the Habitat Conservation Fund
$0.00 to the Wildlife Restoration Fund
$1,964,531.32 to the California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe

Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection
Fund

$966,970.13 to the Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal

$33,644.83 to the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply,

GENERAL FUND

and Beach Protection Fund of 2002

Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection
Fund of 2006

Bear Creek Watershed Habitat Restoration, Colusa County

Allocated
Expended
Balance for Recovery

Total General Fund

$79,900.00
-79,900.00
$0.00

$0.00

HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND
Amargosa -Tecopa Hot Springs, Inyo County

Allocated
Expended
Balance for Recovery

$56,750.00
-37,106.97
$19,643.03

Bear Creek Watershed Habitat Restoration, Colusa County

Allocated
Expended
Balance for Recovery

$395,100.00
-394,700.00
$400.00

Canebrake Ecological Reserve, Cap Canyon Unit, Expansion 3, Kern County

Allocated
Expended
Balance for Recovery

$332,000.00
-308,027.00
$23,973.00

12
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Pole Mountain, Sonoma County

Allocated $655,000.00
Expended -652,952.00
Balance for Recovery $2,048.00

Quiota Creek Fish Passage Phase Il, Santa Barbara County

Allocated $150,000.00
Expended -150,000.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00

Sinnamon Meadows Conservation Easement, Mono County

Allocated $630,000.00
Expended -620,000.00
Balance for Recovery $10,000.00

Western Riverside County Multi Species Habitat Conservation Plan (2012) -
Berger, Riverside County

Allocated $71,000.00
Expended -68,214.00
Balance for Recovery $2,786.00

Western Riverside, Multi Species Habitat Conservation Plan (2012) - Fuller,
Riverside County

Allocated $78,500.00
Expended -75,468.00
Balance for Recovery $3,032.00
Total Habitat Conservation Fund $61,882.03

WILDLIFE RESTORATION FUND

North Grasslands Wildlife Area Hunter Check Station, Merced County

Allocated $708,790.00
Expended -708,790.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00
Total Wildlife Restoration Fund $0.00

CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS,
AND COASTAL PROTECTION FUND

DFG Land Management Plans, Sacramento Valley-Central Sierra Region,
Phase Ill, Solano/Sierra/Butte County

13
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Allocated $411,000.00

Expended -322,922.78

Balance for Recovery $88,077.22
Lake Earl Wildlife Area Expansions, Pacific Shores Unit, Phase II, Del Norte
County

Allocated $2,000,000.00

Expended -282,915.40

Balance for Recovery $1,717,084.60

Millville Plains Conservation Area and Expansion 1, Shasta County

Allocated $348,000.00
Expended -194,900.50
Balance for Recovery $153,099.50

North Grasslands Wildlife Area Hunter Check Station, Merced County

Allocated $21,210.00
Expended -21,210.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00

Sawmill Pebble Plain Ecological Preserve, San Bernardino County

Allocated $2,015,000.00
Expended -2,008,730.00
Balance for Recovery $6,270.00

Total California Clean Water,
Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks,
and Coastal Protection Fund $1,964,531.32

WATER SECURITY, CLEAN DRINKING WATER, COASTAL AND BEACH
PROTECTION FUND OF 2002

Carlsbad Hydrologic Unit Exotic Invasives Removal, San Diego County

Allocated $1,500,000.00
Expended -1,499,984.95
Balance for Recovery $15.05

Salton Sea Interim Restoration and Management, Riverside/Imperial County

Allocated $2,000,176.00
Expended -1,033,220.92
Balance for Recovery $966,955.08

14
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Total Water Security, Clean Drinking
Water, Coastal and Beach
Protection Fund of 2002 $966,970.13

SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND SUPPLY, FLOOD
CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL PROTECTION FUND OF 2006

Carmel River Lagoon Ecosystem Protective Barrier, Monterey County

Allocated $145,000.00
Expended -144,962.50
Balance for Recovery $37.50

Coachella Valley Natural Community Conservation Plan, Shadowrock,
Riverside County

Allocated $786,750.00
Expended -786,750.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00

Humboldt County Community Forest McKay Tract, Humboldt County

Allocated $4,510,000.00
Expended -4,494,181.50
Balance for Recovery $15,818.50

Rancho Vierra Oak Woodland Conservation Easement, Monterey County

Allocated $660,000.00

Expended -652,032.00

Balance for Recovery $7,968.00
San Diego County MSCP HCPLA/NCCP 2010 (multiple parcels), San Diego
County

Allocated $685,250.00

Expended -680,090.00

Balance for Recovery $5,160.00

Ten Mile River (Perry-Smith Ranch), Mendocino County

Allocated $3,510,000.00
Expended -3,505,339.17
Balance for Recovery $4,660.83

Yolo County HCP/NCCP Development, Yolo County

Allocated $600,000.00
Expended -600,000.00
Balance for Recovery $0.00

15



Final Agenda for November 20, 2014, WCB Board Meeting

Total Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality
and Supply, Flood Control, River and
Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 $33,644.83
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*7.

Little Shasta Valley Conservation Easement, Fogg Gulch, $53,000.00
Siskiyou County

This proposal is to consider the allocation for a grant to the Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation (RMEF) to acquire a conservation easement over 645+ acres of land
for protection of critical winter range for elk and other regional California wildlife
and protection of grasslands that sustain working landscapes. The project will
allow dry land farming and livestock operations to continue under the terms of the
conservation easement while at the same time protecting the property’s natural
resource values.

LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES

The subject property (Property) is located east of the City of Yreka and six miles
northeast of the town of Montague in Siskiyou County near Ball Mountain Road
and Hovey Gulch Road. The general terrain is characterized by rolling hills within
flat valley bottoms containing vast rangeland and grassland, interspersed with
wetland and riparian areas. Fogg Gulch is the primary drainage flowing south
through the Property and includes several ponds on the site. The Property is part
of the upper eastern watershed of the Shasta River, a major tributary to the
Klamath River. Protection and conservation of both the Shasta and Klamath River
watersheds are important to the recovery of salmonid species.

The Property is located approximately two miles southwest of the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife’'s (CDFW) Shasta Valley Wildlife Area. Portions of
the Klamath National Forest are approximately two miles to the east. The
Property is also within the viewshed and watershed areas of the north side of
Mount Shasta, providing excellent views of Mt. Shasta to the south and the
Shasta Valley to the west.

The Property and surrounding properties currently support agricultural livestock
grazing and/or dry farming operations. Approximately four miles to the north of
the Property, several sections of grazing land have been subdivided into single-
family dwellings or ranchettes, demonstrating the subdivision potential and habitat
fragmentation that could occur on the Property if left unprotected.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Property topography ranges from relatively flat to moderately steep terrain.
The dry farming occurs on the flatland while upper slopes of the Property are used
for seasonal grazing. The Property provides a seasonal migration path and
crucial winter habitat for the elk and other wildlife species such as coyotes, foxes,
pronghorn antelope and deer. Numerous other migratory and local species
including eagles, raptors, quail, dove, pheasants and Canadian geese also
frequent the Property throughout the year and several aquatic species (pond
turtles and amphibians) are dependent upon the gulches, ephemeral streams and
ponds found on the Property.
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The Property is an open space component of the Shasta River and Klamath River
watersheds, absorbing rainfall and providing seasonal inflow. Furthermore, the
landowners have actively improved the watershed and water quality conditions by
constructing in-stream structures, installing streamside plantings, and developing
and maintaining buffer/filter strips along its gulches. These restoration
enhancements along with protection of the land provide water quality and habitat
benefits downstream for both the Shasta and Klamath rivers and their dependent
species.

This project is part of RMEF Siskiyou Initiative Focus Area Landscape, an effort to
protect and conserve large ranch and landscape properties from future
fragmentation. It is contemplated that if this conservation easement is
implemented, additional large acreage landowners may also be interested in
pursuing agricultural or conservation easements on their properties to help further
expand and protect open space and rangeland properties in the Shasta River
watershed in perpetuity.

WCB PROGRAM

The proposed grant for this project is being made under the Wildlife Conservation
Board’s (WCB) Land Acquisition Program (Program). The Program is
administered pursuant to the Board'’s original enabling legislation, the “Wildlife
Conservation Law of 1947" (Fish and Game Code Section 1300, et seq.), which
authorizes WCB to acquire real property or rights in real property on behalf of
CDFW, grant funds to other governmental entities or nonprofit organizations to
acquire real property or rights in real property, and accept federal grant funds to
facilitate acquisitions or subgrant these federal funds to assist with the
acquisitions of properties. Under the Program, the WCB provides funds to
facilitate the acquisition of lands and interests in land that can successfully sustain
or be restored to support wildlife and, when practicable, provide for suitable
wildlife oriented recreation opportunities. These activities are carried out in
conjunction with CDFW, which evaluates the biological values of property through
development of a Land Acquisition Evaluation/Conceptual Area Protection Plan
(LAE/CAPP). The LAE/CAPP is then submitted to CDFW'’s Regional Operations
Committee (ROC) for review and, if approved, later transmitted to the WCB with a
recommendation to fund.

Consistent with Goals A-1 and A-4 (environmental protection and conservation) of
WCB'’s Strategic Plan, the conservation easement would continue to allow
migration and movement of species and provide for habitat connectivity between
identified habitat areas.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

RMEF, a non-profit conservation organization committed to conserving natural
habitats for the protection of wild free-ranging elk and other species, will be
responsible for monitoring the Property according to the terms of the conservation
easement with the property owners. The Grant Agreement requires a baseline
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report be completed by the Grantee. The conservation easement does not
convey a general right of access to the public but allows access to both RMEF
and WCB for monitoring purposes.

TERMS

The property owners have agreed to sell the conservation easement to RMEF for
its appraised fair market value of $243,000. The appraisal has been reviewed by
WCB staff and reviewed and approved by the Department of General Services
(DGS). The terms and conditions of the proposed grant provide that WCB staff
must review and approve all titte documents, appraisals, preliminary reports,
documents connected with the purchase and sale, including escrow instructions,
and instruments of conveyance prior to disbursement of funds into the established
escrow account. In the event of a breach of the grant terms, the WCB can seek
specific performance or require that the conservation easement be transferred to
WCB or another qualifying entity.

PROJECT FUNDING

California Department of Fish and Wildlife $200,000.00

Wildlife Conservation Board $43,000.00
Other Project-Related Costs $10,000.00
Total WCB Allocation $53,000.00

It is estimated that the $10,000.00 will be needed to cover internal project-related
costs, including DGS appraisal review costs.

FUNDING SOURCE

The purposes of this project are consistent with the proposed funding source, the
Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code Section
2786(a) that provides funds for the acquisition of habitat, including native oak
woodlands, necessary to protect deer and mountain lions.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND STATE RECOMMENDATION

The proposed project has been reviewed pursuant to the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and is proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section
15313, Class 13, as an acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and
Section 15325, Class 25, as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve
existing natural conditions, including open space and habitat, and to allow
continued agricultural use. Subject to authorization by the WCB, a Notice of
Exemption will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board approve this project as
proposed; allocate $53,000.00 from the Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition
117), Fish and Game Code Section 2786(a) for the grant to the Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation and to cover internal project-related expenses; authorize staff to
enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and
authorize staff and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to proceed
substantially as planned.
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*8.

C & R Ranch Habitat Enhancement, $270,000.00
Tehama County

This proposal is to consider the allocation for a grant to the Tehama County
Resource Conservation District (TCRCD) for a cooperative project with the
landowner, the U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to restore native habitat and improve
fencing and water features on the C & R Ranch, located 17 miles west of the city
of Corning in Tehama County.

LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES

The C & R Ranch is a 330-acre ranch located just east of Paskenta, in Tehama
County, California, approximately 22 miles southwest of Red Bluff. The ranch
lands are located in the Thomes Creek watershed and include a portion of
Thomes Creek at the lower elevations, one unnamed intermittent creek that
empties into Thomes Creek, and several ephemeral creeks that flow through the
ranch. The ranch is mostly oak woodland habitat in the uplands of the property
with a significant riparian corridor at the lower elevations of the ranch associated
with Thomes Creek. Much of the lower-elevation floodplain portion of the ranch
was historically farmed, and native oaks and other woody vegetation were
removed. Grasslands at the ranch are dominated by non-native annual grasses
and forbs. A perennial manmade reservoir is located in the center of the ranch,
but lacks any native woody riparian habitat, mainly due to past livestock grazing
regimes.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

At the C & R Ranch, past farming and heavy grazing practices negatively
impacted plant diversity and abundance and reduced habitat availability and
connectivity for wildlife. The degradation of the property contributed to
sedimentation, bank erosion, impacts on water quality, and encouraged invasion
of weedy plants.

The current owners have taken an interest in managing for conservation of wildlife
habitat to reverse the impacts of these past practices. Recently implemented
projects by the landowners have started restoration of woody vegetation habitat
corridors, native grasslands and oak savannahs. Recent fencing and the
construction of off-site watering system facilities, e.g., water troughs and pipes to
provide water away from the stream and reservoir, provide an infrastructure to
allow for the implementation of a rest-rotational grazing system.

This project will continue the restoration begun by the landowners by restoring
approximately 11 acres of wildlife habitat, including upland grasslands, hedgerows
and riparian zones. Project work will focus on creating habitat to connect three
existing high-quality habitat areas: riparian habitat along Thomes Creek on the
southern boundary of the property, a perennial reservoir on an intermittent stream
in the center of the ranch, and intact blue oak woodland and chaparral habitats in
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the upper portions of the property. The proposed project will have elements within
each of these areas and are described in more detail below.

Near Thomes Creek, project elements aim to create hedgerows and riparian
habitat near the mouth of the intermittent stream that flows through the property
into Thomes Creek. The riparian habitat will connect the existing habitat at
Thomes Creek with the permanent water of the reservoir in the center of the
ranch. The hedgerows and shrubs will link these new riparian areas with existing
high quality oak woodlands on the surrounding hillsides.

In the center of the ranch, streambank protection projects will be implemented
upstream of the reservoir to control erosion and trap sediment. In addition, weedy
species will be removed and emergent rushes established at the upper end of the
reservoir to filter sediment loads. Riparian vegetation will be established around
the reservoir to improve wildlife habitat at this permanent water site.

Finally, fencing will be installed to exclude cattle from riparian habitats above the
reservoir. Off-site water will be supplied to allow for cattle to be maintained in
these upper pastures. In addition, a new well and pump, powered by a solar
panel station, will provide seasonal irrigation of new plantings in all areas of the
ranch, and for emergency maintenance of reservoir levels for wildlife during
drought.

The project will remove and control non-native and invasive vegetation and plant a
diversity of native plant species (grasses, trees, shrubs, and vines). Established
native plants will provide a diversity of forage, refuge and nesting habitat for a
broad spectrum of avian and mammal species. The new connectivity of habitats
will facilitate wildlife use of the entire landscape.

The C&R Ranch owners are committed to the implementation and benefits of
native habitat restoration, practices, and management. Field tours are currently
offered to local conservation and agricultural organizations, and the ranch will
serve as a local model for demonstrating how wildlife habitat restoration activities
can work in conjunction with productive grazing lands.

The project is consistent with the 2007 Tehama West Management Plan
(prepared by TCRCD), which encourages restoration of riparian and oak
woodland communities and enhancement of habitat on ranches.

WCB PROGRAM

The proposed project will be funded through the Ecological Restoration on
Agricultural Lands Program and meets the Program’s goal of assisting landowners
in developing sustainable wildlife-friendly practices on agricultural property that
can co-exist with ongoing operations.

The project is consistent with the priorities outlined in the WCB Strategic Plan to
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fund projects that provide resilience in the face of climate change for native wildlife
species, enhance water resources for fish and wildlife, provide or enhance habitat
connectivity and corridors, and enhance habitats on working lands.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

The ranch will implement a rotational grazing system to protect riparian areas and
to reduce pressure on grasslands. The landowner will regularly move cattle to
freshly rested areas, allowing recently-grazed areas an opportunity to recover.
The benefits of rotational grazing systems include improving beef production while
simultaneously reducing soil erosion and improving plant vigor, production, and
diversity, which contributes to improved wildlife habitat. Employing a rotational
grazing system will allow for an increase in the accumulation of organic matter in
the soil, which can sequester significant quantities of atmospheric CO,. New
fencing and off-site watering system upgrades provide the infrastructure for the
grazing rotation.

Irrigation and weed control will be established for the duration of the grant period
by the landowners. After project implementation, landowners will maintain the
restored habitat, well and fencing for the duration of the 25-year life of the project.

The TCRCD will be responsible for ensuring that the property owners manage the
improvements pursuant to terms of the Grant Agreement and management plans,
and to ensure the successful establishment and maintenance of the enhancement
features. If at any time during the life of the project, the landowner does not
manage and maintain the project improvements, the Grant Agreement requires
the Grantee to refund to the State of California an amortized amount of funds
based on the number of years left on the project life.

PROJECT FUNDING
The proposed funding for the project is as follows:

NRCS USFWS
Description EQIP Partners C&R Ranch WCB TOTAL
Fencing, pasture planting $123,588 $55,272 $178,860
Spring development, upland
restoration $110,262 $65,795 $176,057
Hedgerows $6,655 $66,553 $73,208
Restoration sites - multiple $7,507 $110,565 $118,072
Riparian pasture fence $1,302 $13,020 $14,322
Irrigation and water system $286 $27,212 $27,498
Project Management $43,956 $43,956
Contingency $8,694 $8,694
Total | $123,588 $110,262 $136,817 $270,000 640,667

Project costs will be for weed control, plant establishment, fencing, water system,
and project administration.
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FUNDING SOURCE

The proposed funding source for this project is the Safe Drinking Water, Water
Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006
(Proposition 84), Public Resources Code Section 75055(d)(4), which allows for
projects to assist farmers in integrating agricultural activities with ecosystem
restoration and wildlife protection, and is consistent with the objectives of this
project.

CEQA AND DFW REVIEW/ RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has reviewed this proposal and
recommends it for funding by the WCB. The project is exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Class 4 of the Categorical Exemptions,
California Code of Regulations, Title 4, Section 15304, as a minor alteration to
land which does not involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. Subject
to approval of this proposal by the WCB, the appropriate Notice of Exemption will
be filed with the State Clearinghouse.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board approve this project as
proposed; allocate $270,000.00 from Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and
Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 (Proposition
84), Public Resources Code Section 75055(d)(4); authorize staff to enter into
appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff
and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to proceed substantially as
planned.
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*Q  Excelsior Ranches, $0.00
Yuba County

This project is being withdrawn from consideration at this time.
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*10. San Joaquin River Parkway, $147,000.00
Lewis S. Eaton Trail Extension,
River West CEQA, Augmentation I,
Fresno County

This proposal is to consider the allocation for an augmentation of a previously
approved grant to the San Joaquin River Conservancy (Conservancy) to plan,
implement environmental review, and facilitate public participation for a proposed
extension of the Lewis S. Eaton Trail from its current terminus near the City of
Fresno’s Woodward Park through the Conservancy’s River West property located
immediately west of State Route 41 in Fresno County.

LOCATION

The San Joaquin River Parkway (Parkway) will ultimately consist of approximately
5,900 acres on both sides of a twenty-two mile long reach of the San Joaquin
River between Friant Dam in the east and State Route 99 to the west, in Fresno
and Madera Counties. The Conservancy was created by State legislation in 1992
to plan, implement, and manage the Parkway to preserve and enhance the San
Joaquin River’s extraordinary biological diversity, protect its valued cultural and
natural resources and provide educational and recreational opportunities to the
local communities. The Conservancy’s mission includes both public recreational
access and habitat restoration within the Parkway.

The planned Parkway will be linked by a multiple use trail. The proposed project
will extend an existing segment of the trail, the Lewis S. Eaton Trail, across the
Conservancy’s 360+ acre River West Property, located west of State Route 41,
south of the San Joaquin River. The purchase of the Property was approved by
the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) in August 2001 for conservation,
restoration, and enhancement of habitat and to provide low-impact public
recreational and educational opportunities.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The project involves preliminary design and evaluation of potential environmental
impacts of the proposed the Eaton Trail extension in compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The trail would extend from its
terminus near Woodward Park through the River West property within the
Parkway. The proposed project will include trailhead parking and other support
amenities.

The original $160,000.00 project was authorized by the Conservancy board on
May 10, 2007, and funding was authorized by the WCB on August 23, 2007. By
late 2008, the resources assessment of the project site and a conceptual plan was
developed and a public workshop held. In December 2008, the project was
suspended due to the State freeze on bond fund expenditures and awards. In
June 2010, at the request of the Conservancy board, the WCB authorized an

26



Final Agenda for November 20, 2014, WCB Board Meeting

additional $40,000.00 to update the three-year old data and evaluations, and
provide public outreach to disseminate new project information. In November
2011, the Conservancy board and WCB authorized an additional $200,000.00 in
funds for the project to expand the scope of work to complete an Environmental
Impact Report to more extensively evaluate newly identified potential impacts.
The augmentation brought the total amended budget to $400,000.00.

To date, the resources assessment, public workshops, a public scoping meeting,
and conceptual design of the proposed project have been completed. Based on
public input at workshops and the scoping meeting, and comments from the City
of Fresno and Conservancy board members, it was determined that the scope of
the project must be expanded to evaluate potential environmental impacts
associated with providing public access to the site from an alternative location in
the vicinity of Palm and Nees Avenues. This expanded evaluation will require
additional funding and a time extension to December 31, 2016, to complete the
project. The scope of work increased significantly to address the complex
environmental and design issues associated with the expanded study area.

The project is consistent with the following goals and objectives (among others)
from the Conservancy’s San Joaquin River Parkway Master Plan (1997):

e FG3. Provide for conservation, education, and recreation, particularly a
continuous trail, in a cooperative manner with affected landowners.

e RO3. Link all recreation areas and natural reserves between State Route
99 and Friant Dam with a continuous, multipurpose trail on land and with
canoe put-in, take-out, and rest areas along the river to create a recreation
system with a variety of recreational opportunities within the Parkway.
Connect the multipurpose trail with other local and regional trails and
bikeways originating in surrounding areas.

WCB PROGRAM

The WCB’s Habitat Enhancement and Restoration Program and Public Access
Program provide the basis for WCB'’s ability to restore habitat and provide public
access Statewide. In addition, funds were allocated to the WCB within California
Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks and Coastal Protection Fund
(Proposition 40) to be provided to the Conservancy for the acquisition,
development, rehabilitation, restoration and protection of land and water
resources within the Parkway.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

The Conservancy is overseeing the planning and EIR work and managing its
consultant contract with URS Corporation to complete all requirements for the
grant and related CEQA compliance. The engineered design and construction of
the proposed project will not be funded until long term operation and maintenance
of the project is secured by the Conservancy, its member agencies, and other
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partners.

PROJECT FUNDING
The proposed funding breakdown for the project is as follows:

Grant
Existing Augmentation Total Project

Project Task Budget 2014 Cost
Resources
Assessment $37,000 $37,000
Public Participation $57,000 $57,000
CEQA Analysis $250,000 $134,000 $384,000
Project Management $40,000 $40,000
Contingencies $16,000 $13,000 $29,000

TOTAL $400,000 $147,000 $547,000

Project costs will be an augmentation of $147,000.00 for an existing project to
expand the scope of work in order to adequately address project alternatives in
the EIR in compliance with CEQA for extension of the Lewis S. Eaton Trail south
through the Conservancy’s River West property.

FUNDING SOURCE

The purposes of this project are consistent with the proposed funding source, the
California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal
Protection Fund (Proposition 40), Public Resources Code Section 5096.650(b)(5),
that allows for the acquisition, development, rehabilitation, restoration and
protection of lands located within the boundaries of the Conservancy.

STATE RECOMMENDATION

The proposed project is included among the high-priority projects recommended
by the Conservancy’s Interagency Project Development Committee, whose role is
to evaluate projects to be considered by the Conservancy Board. On September
17, 2014, the proposed augmentation was authorized by the Conservancy board,
which includes a representative with the CDFW, subject to the concurrence of the
WCB.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board approve this project as
proposed; allocate $147,000.00 from the California Clean Water, Clean Air,
Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Fund (Proposition 40),
Public Resources Code Section 5096.650(b)(5); authorize staff to enter into
appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize
staff and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to proceed substantially
as planned.
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*11. Allensworth Ecological Reserve, Expansion 50-56 $0.00
Tulare County

This proposal is to consider the acquisition of 7 separate ownerships totaling 13+/-
acres of land on behalf of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
for the protection of habitat supporting the San Joaquin kit fox and other species
found within the area of the CDFW Allensworth Ecological Reserve (Reserve) and
to enhance habitat linkages and connectivity.

LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES

The subject properties (Properties) are located in the southeast region of the San
Joaquin Valley, near the City of Earlimart, in Tulare County. The Properties lie in
an area comprised mostly of small parcels typified as open land, sparsely
vegetated, and dominated by grassland and valley sink scrub. Much of the area
outside the Reserve has been, or is currently being, converted to extensive
agricultural uses including alfalfa, grapes, or orchard use. If acquired, the
Properties would be managed as part of the Reserve. Other protected lands in
the vicinity include the Colonel Allensworth State Park located to the west, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Pixley National Wildlife Refuge to the
north, and the USFWS Kern National Wildlife Refuge to the southwest.

Over the last 15 years, the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) approved projects
to protect nearly 3,000 acres of land that is now part of the Reserve. The valley
sink and saltbush scrub plant communities found at the Reserve represent some
of the highest quality examples of these plant communities in the San Joaquin
Valley. There are also a number of vernal pools found within the Reserve,
supporting vernal pool fairy shrimp.

The Reserve is important to the survival and recovery of several endangered or
sensitive species including the state and federally endangered blunt-nosed
leopard lizard, the Tipton kangaroo rat, and San Joaquin pocket mouse; the state
threatened and federally endangered San Joaquin kit fox, the state threatened
San Joaquin antelope squirrel, and the federally threatened Hoppings blister
beetle. Other rare and important species that either reside at or frequent the
Reserve include badger, greater sandhill crane, merlin, Swainson’s hawk, and
western pond turtle.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The five “Southern” parcels are located north of Avenue 24 and west of County
Road 112 and the three “Northern” parcels are located north of Sierra Avenue and
east of County Road 112, in Tulare County. The Properties range in size from
approximately .92 to 5 acres, totaling 13 £ acres, and are being proposed for
acquisition as Expansions 50-56 of the Reserve. The Properties are currently
zoned for agricultural use and are being utilized as pastureland. The topography
ranges from fairly level to slightly undulating, and the dominant habitat is native
grasses. If acquired, the Properties will be managed as part of the Reserve,
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expanding open space, habitat connections, grasslands and habitat areas for
wildlife species. The acquisition will also help improve habitat connectivity
between the Reserve and the Pixley National Wildlife Refuge located to the north.

WCB PROGRAM

This project is being proposed under WCB’s Land Acquisition Program (Program).
The Program is administered pursuant to the Board’s original enabling legislation,
the “Wildlife Conservation Law of 1947" (Fish and Game Section 1300, et seq.),
which authorizes WCB to acquire real property or rights in real property on behalf
of CDFW, grant funds to other government entities or nonprofit organizations to
acquire real property or rights in real property, and accept federal grant funds to
facilitate acquisitions or subgrant these federal funds to assist with acquisitions of
properties. Under the Program, WCB acquires and grants funds to facilitate
acquisition of lands and interests in land that can successfully sustain or be
restored to support wildlife and, when practicable, provide for suitable wildlife
oriented recreation opportunities. These activities are carried out in conjunction
with CDFW, which evaluates the biological values of property through
development of a Land Acquisition Evaluation/Conceptual Area Protection Plan
(LAE/CAPP). The LAE/CAPP is then submitted to CDFW'’s Regional Operations
Committee for review and, if approved, later transmitted to the WCB with a
recommendation to fund.

Consistent with Goals A-1 and A-4 (environmental protection and conservation) of
WCB'’s Strategic Plan, the Properties provide habitat for threatened and
endangered species. Additionally, the Properties will help provide resilience to the
impacts of climate change for native species by providing habitat linkages and
corridors for increased movement. This project has been requested and is
supported by CDFW as it increases the size of the Reserve, protecting additional
habitat for threatened and endangered species and provides connectivity to the
Pixley National Wildlife Refuge in an effort to build a wildlife corridor between the
two conservation areas.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

The Properties proposed for acquisition represent a nominal addition to the
Reserve and, according to CDFW, can be readily absorbed into existing CDFW
operations. CDFW has advised WCB that CDFW will be able to manage and
monitor the Properties with existing staff and within its existing budget.

FUNDING SOURCE

All project related costs will be paid from the California Department of Corrections
Statewide Electric Fence Project mitigation fund assigned to CDFW. These
mitigation funds were made available to CDFW to offset the impacts to valley floor
habitat associated with electric fences constructed around correctional facilities in
the San Joaquin Valley. The CDFW and the WCB have each analyzed and
determined that the purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized
uses of the proposed funding source.
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TERMS

Each of the owners has agreed to sell its property for the appraised fair market
value as shown below. The total purchase price for all the Properties is
$54,000.00. The appraised values (all included in one appraisal report), have
been reviewed by WCB staff and reviewed and approved by the Department of
General Services (DGS). The terms and conditions of the proposed acquisitions
provide that staff of the WCB must review and approve all titte documents,
preliminary title reports, agreements for purchase and sale, escrow instructions,
and instruments of conveyance prior to disbursement of funds directly into the
escrow account established for each separate acquisition.

PROJECT FUNDING
The proposed funding and fair market values for the Properties is as follows:

Expansion 50 $ 4,000.00
Expansion 51 $ 12,000.00
Expansion 52 $ 5,000.00
Expansion 53 $ 5,000.00
Expansion 54 $ 5,000.00
Expansion 55 $ 19,000.00
Expansion 56 $ 4,000.00

$

$

$

$

Total Purchase Price 54.,000.00

Other Project-Related Costs 14,000.00

Total Project Costs 68,000.00

TOTAL WCB ALLOCATION 0.00

It is estimated that $14,000.00 will be needed to cover internal project-related
expenses, including title and closing costs. These costs will also be paid by
California Department of Corrections Statewide Electric Fence Project mitigation
fund.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND STATE RECOMMENDATION

The project has been reviewed pursuant to the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) and is proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313,
Class 13, as an acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section
15325, Class 25, as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open
space and habitat, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by
the WCB, a Notice of Exemption will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board approve the acquisition of
seven ownerships totaling 13+/- acres as proposed; authorize staff to enter into
appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff
and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to proceed substantially as
planned.
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*12. Western Riverside Multiple Species Habitat $60,800.00
Conservation Plan (2012) - Monte Cristo,
Riverside County

This proposal is to consider the acceptance of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) Habitat Conservation Plan Land Acquisition grant and the approval to
subgrant these federal funds to the Western Riverside County Regional
Conservation Authority (Authority), as well as to consider a Wildlife Conservation
Board (WCB) grant to the Authority, to acquire 21+ acres of land in western
Riverside County to protect habitat that supports threatened and endangered
species and increase regional wildlife habitat corridors and linkages located within
the Plan Area of the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan (WRC MSCHP).

LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES

The subject property (Property), known as the Monte Cristo property, is located in
a rural area of southwest Riverside County known as Tenaja. More specifically,
the Property is located along Avocado Mesa Road near the intersection of
Avocado Mesa Road and Ave Peira Bonita Road. Development in this area is
almost exclusively custom single family homes on large acreage parcels.
Although a significant portion of the area is considered remote and undeveloped,
it is considered desirable with many homes valued at over a million dollars. Local
residents shop in the nearby city of Murrieta that includes a mixture of rural
residential and equestrian estates interspersed with planned residential
developments.

Due to the Property’s close proximity to the City of Murrieta, the threat of
residential development is a major concern. Riverside County is the fourth largest
county in California in terms of population; and the eleventh largest county in the
nation. Since 2000, Riverside’s population has grown by approximately 44%,
which represents the largest percentage of population growth in the state.
Recently, the real estate market in Riverside County has experienced an increase
in sales. Projections through 2035 estimate that there will be more than 1.2
million housing units (a rate of growth of 51% over the next 22 years) in Riverside
County. The rising climb in population continues to degrade wildlife habitat
resulting in the loss of essential wildlife linkage areas/corridors and habitat areas
needed to sustain fragile ecosystems necessary to support native plant and
animal life.

The Murrieta area of Riverside County falls within the WRC MSHCP Plan Area,
which encompasses approximately 1.2 million acres of land providing habitat for
over 146 wildlife species, several of which are both state and federally listed as
threatened or endangered. The WRC MSHCP was established under the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) Natural Community
Conservation Planning (NCCP) program under the State’s Natural Community
Conservation Planning Act of 1991 (Fish and Game Code Section 2800, et seq.).
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The NCCP program is a cooperative effort that includes both private and public
partners and takes a broad-based ecosystem approach to planning for the
protection and perpetuation of biological diversity. An NCCP identifies and
provides for the regional or area wide protection of plants, animals and their
habitats, while allowing compatible and appropriate economic activity. Under the
WRC MSHCP the goal of the Authority is to assemble a reserve of 500,000 acres
of conserved properties identified to sustain and protect important wildlife
ecosystem processes and corridors throughout western Riverside County. To
date, 48,254 acres have been added to the reserve.

The WRC MSHCP designates the following six distinct habitat areas for
conservation: Western Core/Linkage, Alkali Playa/Vernal Pool Area, Temecula
Creek Watershed, Santa Rosa Plateau, San Timoteo Canyon, and B Canyon
Area. The Property is located in the Western Core/Linkage (WCL) habitat area,
which extends from the City of Murrieta west across State Route 215 and angles
northwest along both sides of Interstate 15 north to Lake Elsinore. Properties
targeted for acquisition in the WCL area are important because they help satisfy
and complement the goals of the WRC MSHCP by building onto existing core
areas and providing or enhancing connections throughout the region; including
enhancing linkages that connect with Lake Mathews-Estelle Mountain Reserve to
the northeast, the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve to the south, the
Cleveland National Forest to the west, and the Southwestern Riverside Multiple
Species Reserve to the east.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Property consists of an irregularly shaped parcel of land located just west of
the city of Murrieta with direct frontage along the westerly line of Camino de las
Brisas and the northern line of Avocado Mesa Road. It is situated in a RR (Rural
Residential) zone with a minimum parcel size of one-half acre. The only
improvements to the Property are a public water service line located within its
Camino de las Brisas frontage and electrical service.

The site is gently sloping and a significant portion of the Property is suitable for
future residential development. The Property contains some of the last remaining
contiguous blocks of coastal sage scrub in western Riverside County, a plant
community that is essential to resident wildlife. In recent years, coastal scrub
habitat has been destroyed and fragmented, thereby causing a degradation of
ecological processes. The proposed acquisition will protect habitat for multiple
federal and state listed species within the WRC MSHCP habitat area, including
the federally endangered quino checkerspot butterfly, Munz’s onion, southwestern
willow flycatcher and the thread-leaved brodiacea.

WCB PROGRAM

The proposed grant is being considered under the WCB’s Land Acquisition
Program (Program). The Program is administered pursuant to the Board’s original
enabling legislation, the “Wildlife Conservation Law of 1947" (Fish and Game
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Section 1300, et seq.), which authorizes WCB to acquire real property or rights in
real property on behalf of CDFW; grant funds to other governmental entities or
nonprofit organizations to acquire real property or rights in real property; and
accept federal grant funds to facilitate acquisitions or subgrant these federal funds
to assist with acquisition of properties. Under the Program, WCB provides funds to
facilitate the acquisition of lands and interests in land that can successfully sustain
or be restored to support wildlife and, when practicable, provide for suitable
wildlife-oriented recreation opportunities.

The Property has been reviewed and approved by CDFW under its NCCP
program, substantiating the biological values of the Property and recommending it
for funding. The USFWS grant proposed for acceptance for this project has also
been reviewed and approved by CDFW as a participant in the USFWS Land
Acquisition Grant selection and review process.

The project meets Goal A.3 contained in WCB’s Strategic Plan by supporting
implementation of NCCPs.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

The Property will be managed by the Authority as part of the WRC MSHCP
reserve system, which serves to provide permanent habitat protection for
populations of federal and state-listed endangered and threatened species that
occupy the reserve and to increase regional wildlife habitat cores and linkages
that will connect existing habitat reserve areas throughout western Riverside
County. As part of its obligation under the WRC MSHCP, the Authority retains a
Reserve Manager to ensure that management actions are consistent with the
plan. Management costs for parcels acquired under the WRC MSHCP will be
provided by the Authority’s operating funds.

TERMS

The Property has been appraised as having a fair market value of $186,000.00.
The appraisal has been reviewed by WCB staff and reviewed and approved by
the Department of General Services (DGS) and USFWS. The Property owner has
agreed to sell the Property for the approved appraised fair market value of
$186,000.00. The USFWS funds require a non-federal match in the amount of
$55,800.00 that is proposed to be provided by a grant from the WCB. The terms
and conditions of the proposed WCB grant and subgrant of USFWS funds to the
Authority provide that staff of the WCB must review and approve all title
documents, preliminary title reports, documents for purchase and sale, escrow
instructions and instruments of conveyance prior to disbursement of funds directly
into the escrow account established for the acquisition. In the event of a breach of
the grant terms, the WCB can require the grantee to encumber the Property with a
conservation easement in favor of the State or another entity approved by the
State and seek reimbursement of funds.
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PROJECT FUNDING
The funding breakdown for the project is as follows:

Approved Fair Market Value $186,000.00
Wildlife Conservation Board $ 55,800.00
WCB - subgrant of USFWS funds $130,200.00
TOTAL Purchase Price $186,000.00
Other Project Related Admin. Costs $ 5,000.00
TOTAL WCB ALLOCATION $ 60,800.00

It is estimated that $5,000.00 will be needed to cover project related administrative
costs, including the DGS appraisal review. The Authority, as project proponent,
will fund all other project-related administrative costs for the acquisition, including
but not limited to the environmental site assessment, appraisal, survey, escrow,
and title insurance costs.

FUNDING SOURCE

The purposes of this project are consistent with the authorized uses of the
proposed funding source, the Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish
and Game Code Section 2786(b/c), which allows for the acquisition of habitat to
protect rare, endangered, threatened or fully protected species.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE

The project has been reviewed pursuant to the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) and is proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313,
Class 13, as an acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section
15325, Class 25, as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open
space and existing natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject
to authorization by the WCB, a Notice of Exemption will be filed with the State
Clearinghouse.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board approve this project as
proposed; accept the Habitat Conservation Plan Land Acquisition grant funds from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the amount of $130,200.00 and approve the
subgrant of these federal funds to the Authority; allocate $60,800.00 from the
Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code Section
2786(b/c) for the WCB grant and to cover internal project-related expenses; and
authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this
project; and authorize staff and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to
proceed substantially as planned.
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*13. Western Riverside Multiple Species Habitat $95,000.00
Conservation Plan (2012) - Oldar,
Riverside County

This proposal is to consider the acceptance of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) Habitat Conservation Plan Land Acquisition grant and the approval to
subgrant these federal funds to the Western Riverside County Regional
Conservation Authority (Authority). In addition, to consider a Wildlife Conservation
Board (WCB) grant to the Authority, to acquire 157+ acres of land in western
Riverside County to protect habitat that supports threatened and endangered
species and increase regional wildlife habitat corridors and linkages located within
the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (WRC
MSHCP) Area.

LOCATION AND SURROUNDING USES

The subject property (Property), known as the Oldar property, lies in a rural area
in unincorporated Riverside County known as Aguanga. The general location of
Aguanga is the intersection of Highway 371 and Highway 70. The Property lies
approximately 7 miles north of this intersection. Highway 371 is the nearest major
artery for the site. The largest nearby city is Temecula, located approximately 17
miles to the east. More specifically, the Property is located approximately ¥ mile
west of the intersection of Reed Valley Road and Marmot Road. Access is via
Centennial Street on the east side, which is an unpaved dirt road that bisects
Reed Valley Road.

According to the 2010 census, Aguanga is a sparsely populated community
comprised of about 1200 residents in a 13.6 square mile area. The vast majority
of the properties in the vicinity are unimproved and rural in nature. The
surrounding neighborhood is mountainous and hilly and comprised of scattered
modest single family dwellings for mobile homes on lots ranging from 5 to 20
acres.

This area of Riverside County falls within the WRC MSHCP Plan Area, which
encompasses approximately 1.2 million acres of land providing habitat for over
146 wildlife species, several of which are both state and federally listed as
threatened or endangered. The WRC MSHCP was established under the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) Natural Community
Conservation Planning (NCCP) program under the State’s Natural Community
Conservation Planning Act of 1991 (Fish and Game Code Section 2800, et seq.).
The NCCP program is a cooperative effort that includes both private and public
partners and takes a broad-based ecosystem approach to planning for the
protection and perpetuation of biological diversity. An NCCP identifies and
provides for the regional or area wide protection of plants, animals, and their
habitats, while allowing compatible and appropriate economic activity. Under the
WRC MSHCP the goal of the Authority is to assemble a reserve of 500,000 acres
of conserved properties identified to sustain and protect important wildlife
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ecosystem processes and corridors throughout western Riverside County. To
date, 48,254 acres have been added to the reserve.

The WRC MSHCP designates the following six distinct habitat areas for
conservation: Western Core/Linkage, Alkali Playa/Vernal Pool Area, Temecula
Creek Watershed, Santa Rosa Plateau, San Timoteo Canyon, and B Canyon
Area. The Property lies within the Temecula Creek Watershed (TCW) habitat
area, which includes three subareas: (1) Silverado-Anza Knolls; (2) Oldar
Properties and; (3) Vail Lake. All three subareas are located in the southeastern
section of the WRC MSHCP Area near the border of San Diego County.

The Property lies adjacent to other properties the Authority owns and manages as
part of the WRC MSHCP. The proposed acquisition would extend the Authority’s
holdings to form a more contiguous pattern of protected properties.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Property is an irregular “L” shaped parcel situated in rolling mountainous
terrain. Property elevations range from about 2,600 feet on the southeast side of
the property to over 3,000 feet on the northwestern side. The Property is zoned
as RR (Rural Residential), which allows one single family dwelling for every 5
acres of land.

The vacant and unimproved Property is covered sporadically with coastal sage,
chaparral, chemise and large boulder outcroppings.

The Property and other properties within the TCW are essential to the survival of
several federally listed endangered species. The TCW habitat area includes one
of the largest remaining known populations of the federally endangered quino
checkerspot butterfly. Over 100 observations of this species have been recorded
in this region, representing some of the highest recorded densities of this butterfly
within its remaining distribution. The TCW is also important to many narrow
endemic species such as the arroyo toad. Furthermore, the Property is also the
home of the federally endangered and state endangered slender-horned
spineflower. Only eight areas are known to support the slender-horned
spineflower, four of which occur in western Riverside County. The Property also
contains important biological resources, including vital coastal sage scrub
chaparral and desert scrub habitats essential for the survival of the
aforementioned species.

Acquisition of the Property is important in a broader ecological context due to the
close proximity of the Property to other WRC MSHCP lands and existing reserves.
Conserving these properties ensures connectivity to the Southwestern Riverside
County Multiple Species Reserve to the northwest, the San Bernardino National
Forest to the northeast, and the Cleveland National Forest to the south.

Moreover, conservation of parcels in the TCW will ensure that the ecological
processes within the riparian corridor are maintained.
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WCB PROGRAM

The proposed grant is being considered under the WCB’s Land Acquisition
Program (Program). The Program is administered pursuant to the Board’s original
enabling legislation, the “Wildlife Conservation Law of 1947" (Fish and Game
Section 1300, et seq.) which authorizes WCB to acquire real property or rights in
real property on behalf of CDFW, grant funds to other governmental entities or
nonprofit organizations to acquire real property or rights in real property, and
accept federal grant funds to facilitate acquisitions or subgrant these federal funds
to assist with acquisition of properties. Under the Program, WCB provides funds
to facilitate the acquisition of lands and interests in land that can successfully
sustain or be restored to support wildlife and, when practicable, provide for
suitable wildlife-oriented recreation opportunities. The Property has been
reviewed and approved by CDFW under its NCCP program, substantiating the
biological values of the Property and recommending it for funding. The USFWS
grant proposed for acceptance for this project has also been reviewed and
approved by CDFW as a participant in the USFWS Land Acquisition Grant
selection and review process.

The project furthers Goal A.3 contained in WCB’s Strategic Plan which supports
the implementation of NCCPs.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

The Property will be managed by the Authority as part of the WRC MSHCP
reserve system, which serves to provide permanent habitat protection for
populations of federal and state-listed endangered and threatened species that
occupy the reser