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William E. (Bill) Clark: Tough Texan to the “Glass Half-full
Guy”
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&RUUHVSRQGHQW WPPDQV¢(HOG#ZHEEDQG FRP

'"HEHPEHU ZDV D VDG GD\
IRU WKH IDPLO\ IULHQGY DQG FROOHDJXHV RI
%LOO &ODUN +LV VXGGHQ SDVVLQJ ZDV D ORVYV
IHOW KHDYLO\ E\ WKH ZLOGOLIH FRQVHUYDWLRQ
FRPPXQLW\ WKURXJKRXW &DOLIRUQLD %LOOfV
SURIHVVLRQDO FDUHHU ZDV FXW VKRUW E\ D
OLIH WKUHDWHQLQJ VWURNH LQ DQG ZH
ORVW KLP WR D VLPLODU HYHQW LQ 'HFHPEHU
ODVW \HDU

%LOO zZDV D PDQ RI FRQWUDVWYV
URXJK DURXQG WKH HGJHV DW WLPHV \HW
DOZD\V VHQVLWLYH WR WKH QHHGV RI RWKHU
SHRSOH +H ZDV D SULPH H[DPSOH RI D
ZLOGOLIH SURIHVVLRQDO ZKRSWKURXJK KLV
SHUVRQDOLW\ KDUG ZRUN DQG GHGLFDWLRQ WR
FRQVHUYLQJ ZLOGOLIHSVHW WKH &DOLIRUQLD
'"HSDUWPHQW RI )LVK DQG *DPH &')*
DSDUW IURP EHLQJ °MXVW DQRWKHU 6WDWH
$JHQF\ ° 8QGHUQHDWK D WML R wekGOr #ODUN
%LOO ZDV D SHRSOH SHUVRQ $V DQ H[DPSOH
IRU PDQ\ \HDUV %LOO DQG KLV ZLIH -HDQQH KRVWHG |
&ODUN SWKHLU KRPH LQ 1HZFDVWOHSIRU + RI WK
JUDFLRXV KRVW ZKR ORYHG WR VKDUH )LVK DQG *DPH

., PHW %LOO &ODUN LQ +H LPSUHVVHG PH D\
WHDP DW &')*fV :LOGOLIH ,QYHVWLJDWLRQV /DE :,/
JUDGXDWH VWXGHQW , ZDV LQ QHHG Rl WHFKQLFDO V
RQ SK\WLFDO FRQGLWLRQ LQGLFDWRUV LQ EODFN WDl
./ ZDV ZLGHO\ UHFRJQL]HG IRU LWV WHFKQLFDO H[S}
DQG GLVHDVHV , VKRZHG XS ORRNLQJ IRU KDQGRXW
WHFKQLFDO DGYLFH DQG , WDONHG %UXFH %URZQLQ
'XULQJ P\ ¢UVW YLVLW WR WKH /DE DQG DIWHU PHHWL
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ZLWK %LOO +H VKRZHG LQWHUHVW LQ P\ SURMHFW H
DGYLFH WR EH WKRURXJK LQ P\ ZRUN DQG DVN TXHVW
OHDUQLQJ DORQJ WKH ZD\ +LV DGYLFH PDGH D SRVL
$IWHU FRPSOHWLQJ P\ JUDGXDWH GHJUHH LQ
¢HOG ELRORJLVW ZLWK &')* LQ ORQWHUH\ &RXQW\ ,W
WR DOORZ PH WR DWWHQG WKH 'HSDUWPHQWT{V :LOG!
LQFOXGLQJ %LOO $OWKRXJK WKH :,/ WHDP WDXJKW K
ZHVWHUQ VWDWHV %LOO WRRN WKH WLPH WR WU\ DQ
VSHFLDO DQG LQVLVWHG RQ D SRVW FODVV UHYLHZ DC
XVHG WKH VDPH DSSURDFK ZLWK UHVSHFW WR ZLOGOI
VDIHW\ ZHUH FULWLFDOO\ LPSRUWDQW LVVXHV %LOQ
DQG DOVR ZDV D FRDFK DQG PHQWRU IRU KXQGUHGV R
XQLYHUVLW\ VWXGHQWY 'HVSLWH KLV WRXJK H[WHU
ZLOOLQJ WR KHOS VROYH SUREOHPV E\ VKDULQJ KLV |
,Q ODWH 1RYHPEHU OLIH FKDQJHG GUDVWLF
ZHOO DV IRU WKRVH RI XV ZKR ZRUNHG FORVHO\ ZLWK
QHDUO\ ORVW KLP , YLYLGO\ UHPHPEHU YLVLWV WR \
DQG DVVXULQJ KLP KHYG EH 2. ,W ZDV D GLI(FXOW V
WKHUH ,W ZDV WRXJK VHHLQJ %LOO LQ WKDW FRQGL
OHW KLP NQRZ , FDUHG +H UHSDLG WKH IDYRU PDQ\ V
6RRQ DIWHU KH UHJDLQHG FRQVFLRXVQHVV %LO(
PRQWKYV RI LQWHQVLYH WHGLRXV DQG RIWHQ SDLQI.
\HDUV RI SK\VLFDO PHPRU\ DQG VSHHFK WKHUDS\ 't
WKH ORVV RI KLV VKRUW WHUP PHPRU\ LW GLGQfW W
NQHZ LQFOXGLQJ DQ DPD]JLQJ VHQVH RI KXPRU LQ WK
HYHQ MRNHG ZLWK RQH RI KLV GRFWRUV DERXW FRQW
'KHQ WKH GRFWRU TXHVWLRQHG %L OW 5K I?HREHWD & /B
2QFH KH JDLQHG HQRXJK VWUHQJWK WR DVVHVV k
IRFXVHG RQ WKH SRVLWLYH DVSHFWV RI VXUYLYLQJ KlI
EHHQ GHDOW 2QH RI KLV IDYRULWH VD\LQJV EHFDPH
VKRUW WHUP PHPRU\ ZDV OLPLWHG E\ WKH VWURNH Z
RWKHU RULJLQDO VD\LQJV OLNH 2®*QR EUDLQ QR SDLQ
UHVW RI XV GHDO ZLWK KLV OLPLWDWLRQV GXULQJ UH
ORQJ EHIRUH ZH ZHUH RXW KXQWLQJ SKHDVDQWYV ZLW
RXU KRUVHV $OWKRXJK WKLQJV ZHUH GLIIHUHQW IRC
RXW DQG KDYH IXQ ZLWK KLP GRLQJ WKH DFWLYLWLH
NLOOHG KLV ¢UVW SRVW VWURNH SKHDVDQW
'XULQJ KLV FDUHHU %LOO ZDV ZLGHO\ UHFRJQL]t
7KRVH WUDLWV FDPH WR WKH VXUIDFH RIWHQ DV KH
FDSWXULQJ UHVWUDLQLQJ DQG VDPSOLQJ D ZLGH UD
DQG SRSXODWLRQ PDQDJHPHQW DQG UHVWRUDWLRQ S
Rl KLJK SUR;OH SURMHFWV LQFOXGLQJ WKH UHVWRU
WR PDQ\ RI WKHLU QDWLYH UDQJHV UHVXOWLQJ LQ Q
XVH DQG HQMR\PHQW LQFOXGLQJ UHIJXODWHG KXQWL
7KLV WULEXWH ZRXOG QRW EH FRPSOHWH ZLWK
UHVSHFWIXO IULHQGVKLS ZH VKDUHG IRU PDQ\ \HDUYV
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ZDV XQLTXH LQ WKDW LW FRYHUHG D SHULRG LQ ZKLF
GXWLHVY DQG UHSRUWLQJ UHODWLRQVKLSY H XVHG W
WKH 3IRRG FKDLQ" DQG KRZ LW VRPHWLPHY JRW D ELW
IHYHUWKHOHVYVY ZH PDLQWDLQHG D FORVH SHUVRQDO
LQFOXGLQJ PH VHUYLQJ DV %LOOYV VXSHUYLVRU
2XU IULHQGVKLS EHJDQ ZKHQ , ZDV DV D QHZO\ P
/ VWDIIHU +H ORYHG KLV ZRUN DQG PDGH WKH GHF
SURPRWLRQDO RSSRUWXQLWLHY HOVHZKHUH $V IDW
%LOO EHLQJ SURPRWHG WR :,/ &RRUGLQDWRU DQG PF
LOQFOXGLQJ %LJ *DPH 6XSHUYLVRU $VVLVWDQW :LOG
'"HSXW\ 'LUHFWRU )RU ! \HDUV , ZDV %LOOYV ERVVSI
VWD\ IULHQGYV ZKLOH EDODQFLQJ WKRVH UROHV <HW
UHPDLQHG FORVH LQ D WUXVWLQJ IULHQGVKLS , GLG
ZDV XQWLO , OHIW &")* LQ W EHFDPH FOHDU WR
UHWLUHG KRZ UHODWLRQVKLSYV ZLWK SHRSOH DURXQ
FLUFXPVWDQFHY EH\RQG RXU FRQWURO
%LOO &ODUN zZDV D JRRG PDQ DQG OHIW KLV PDU
LV UHAHFWHG E\ WKH PDQ\ SHRSOH ZKRP KH KHOSHG G
UHVRXUFHV KH ZRUNHG VR KDUG WR HQKDQFH IRU &D
WKDW KH ZRUNHG ZLWK KROG PDQ\ JUHDW PHPRULHYV
IULHQGVKLS VLWV RQ WRS RI WKH VWDFN DV ,fP VXU
DQG , SHUVRQDOO\ FRXOG QRW KDYH DVNHG IRU D EF
\HDUV WKDW , DQG PDQ\ RWKHUV KDG WKH SULYLC
EH JUHDWO\ PLVVHG E\ WKH PDQ\ SHRSOH ZKRVH OLY|
(GLWRUTV QRWHS2Q 1RYHPEHU %LOOYV IDI
Mojave Desert at Clark Mountain (below), and distributed Bill's ashes and some mementos
among the peaks and canyons that he so loved. Dick Weaver—a retired CDFG Wildlife
%LRORJLVW DQG ZKR ZDV SUHVHQW WKDW GD\SZKR VX
on 6 October 1986 that resulted in the deaths of two of the best friends that bighorn sheey
HYHU KDGSSURFODLPHG WKH PDVVLYH SHDN ZRXOG LC(




