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Population Trends 1976-2012 
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Photo Courtesy of Dayan Anderson 

April 17, 2006 ð 6:30 pm 

Specialty Minerals Inc., Lucerne Valley, CA 

Old Arctic Quarry 
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Trends  in mountain lions, bighorn sheep 

 and mule deer:  1978-2003 
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Wehausen hypothesis 

ñRange abandonmentò 
  Bighorn sheep avoided low-elevation winter range, 

subsisted on poor-quality forage, suffered energetically from 

high-elevation winter conditions, and died in avalanches.  Poor 

survival and recruitment of lambs were the result.  

 

  Bighorn sheep chose to remain at high elevation rather 

than risk predation by mountain lions on low elevation range. 

Wehausen, J. W.  1996.  Effects of mountain lion predation on 

bighorn sheep in the Sierra Nevada and Granite Mountains of 

California.  Wildlife Society Bulletin 34:471-479. 
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Trends  in mountain lions, bighorn sheep, 

and mule deer:  1978 - 2003 
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Mountain Lion Diets  
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RESPONSES OF DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP TO EXPERIMENTAL 

SIMULATION OF RISK OF PREDATIOM BY MOUNTAIN LION 
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