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State of California
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD

Minutes, Meeting of June 9, 1955
{

Pursuant to the call of the Chairman, the Wildlife Conservation Board met
in Room 3191, State Capitol, Sacramento, California, on June 9, 1955o The
meeting was called to order by Chairman William J* Silva at 10:ii5 a*m«

1. Roll Call

PRESENT: William J. Silva
John M, Peirce
Seth Gordon
Senator Ed. C. Johnson
Senator Brown
Assemblyman Erwin
Assemblyman Lowrey
Assemblyman Belotti
E. E. Horn

Senator Ben Hulse

Chairman
Member of the Board

a it a tl

Joint Interim Committee
ti it it

tfn IV

tvIt tv

u It II

Wildlife Projects Coordinator
Joint Interim CommitteeABSENT: v

OTHERS PRESENT:
f -

W. T* Shannon
Wm» Ca Dillinger
R. S. Long
James S. Leiby
Harry K. Grafe
Wm. J, Harp
George D. Difani
H. C. Vincent
Philip D* Groff
Ray C* Williamson
Robert E. Hanley

Department of Fish and Game
ti ti itii ti

ii nti it n
\

II II it itii

Senate Interim Comm, on Fish & Came
Assistant to Fish and Game Commission
California Wildlife Federation
Department of Finance

it ii II

Attorney General's Office
California Farm Bureau Federation

2. Approval of the Minutes

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. PEIRCE, SECONDED BY MR. GORDON, THAT
READING OF THE MINUTES CF THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD
MEETING CF MARCH 2h, 1955, BE DISPENSED WITH AND SAID
MINUTES BE APPROVED AS WRITTEN.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

3. Status of Funds

Mr* Horn reported to the Board that as of the beginning of this meeting,
there was an unallocated balance of $238,937*36. The amount allocated to
specific projects up to the close of the meeting of March 2h} 1955, is as
follows:
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Fish Hatchery and Stocking Projects (18)
Warmwater and Other Fish Projects (12) •
1. Warmwater Projects (9)
20 Other Fish Projects (3) .... 81*520.00
Flow Maintenance and Stream Improvement Projects (12)
Screen and Ladder Projects (11) . *
State Game Farms (U) •
Other Upland Game Projects (1;) •. .
Waterfowl Management Projects (7) •
General Projects (U) ....... •

$1*,316*175.61
1480*295.28

a.
b.

$398,775.28

620,703o72
259,617.0?
105*6UuU?
1*16*530,8L

U,683,125*93
73*976.31

c.
d. * •
e,

f.
g.

h.

$10,961*369.27Total Allocated

In addition to the specific allocations above* the following reserves have
been established:

$50*000.00
U6,000.00

200*000.00
139s67b.37

1* Colorado River Recreational Development
2* Salton Sea Fisheries Project . *
3. Warmwater Fisheries Projects •.
U. Region V Hatcheries Expansion . . . . 4 i . .

- n

$U35,67U.37Total Reserves

Recapitulation

$10*961*369.27
U35,67U.37
3614*019.00

Allocations for Projects
Reserves Established
Expenses of Operation

$11,761,062,614

$12,000*000.00
11,761*062.61:

TOTAL

Total Fund Appropriated
Total Expended or Obligated

$ 238,937.56Unallocated Balance

U. Whittier-Narrows Warmwater Fishing Lake* Project No. Ill;

Assemblyman Erwin pointed out that the $139*6714.37 set up as a reserve for
Region V Hatcheries Expansion will be needed for completion of the Whittier-
Narrows project in addition to the $50*000 already allocated. He stated
that the ultimate cost of the project will be $350*000. The county has
allocated $170*000 and it is necessary that $185*000 be contributed by the
State to complete the 80-acre lake project. The Whittier-Narrows project
does not fall within his district* Assemblyman Erwin asserted* but it does
take in a great area of the San Gabriel Valley and can be made into a good
recreational area. It was his understanding that the surveys have been
made and the project is to be started soon.

$139*6714-37

Mr. Horn related that he conferred with Los Angeles County officials regard¬
ing this project on June 7* 1955* particularly Mr. Robert E. Martin* who is
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handling the project. The county plans are still rather fluid.

Assemblyman Erwin requested that the $139.,67k.37 previously reserved for
the Region V Hatcheries Expansion project be withdrawn and that this sum
then be set up as a reserve and held intact for the Whittier-Narrows project.

The Soto property site originally purchased for the San Gabriel Hatchery is
now up for sale, and Assemblyman Erwin recommended that the sum received for
the property be returned to the Wildlife Restoration Fund.

Mr. Gordon stated that as soon as the fisheries station in Chino is finished,
the Department wishes to sell the Soto property.

IT WAS MOVED BY ASSEMBLYMAN ERWIN, SECONDED BY SENATOR BROUN,
THAT THE $139,67k.37 NOAT HELD IN RESERVE FOR REGION V HATCH¬
ERIES EXPANSION, PROJECT NO. Il5, BE WITHDRAWN AND THIS
$139,67k.37 BE SET UP AS A RESERVE FOR THE WHITTIER-NARROWS
WARMWATER FISHING LAKE, PROJECT NO. Ilk, PENDING THE COMPLE¬
TION OF ENGINEERING SURVEYS FOR THIS PROJECT.

PASSED UNANIMOUSIY.

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. GORDON, SECONDED BY MR. PEIRCE, THAT THE
$139,67k.37 NCW HELD IN RESERVE FOR REGION V HATCHERIES
EXPANSION, PROJECT NO. 115, BE WITHDRAW AND THIS $139,67k.37
BE SET UP AS A RESERVE FOR THE WHITTIER-NARROWS WARMWATER
FISHING LAKE, PROJECT NO. Ilk, PENDING THE COMPLETION OF
ENGINEERING SURVEYS FOR THIS PROJECT.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

NOTE: The actions taken by the Board at the March 2k, 1955, meeting cancelled
the San Gabriel Hatchery project and withdrew the balance of all funds pre¬
viously allocated for the hatchery ($193,67k.37). The Wildlife Board then
allocated $50,000 for the Whittier-Narrows project and permitted the use of
$2,000 out of this $50,000 for engineering studies. Also, ;:sk,000 of the
$193,67k.37 was authorized for engineering studies as to the feasibility of
expanding Hot Creek, Fish Springs, Black Rock, and Mojave Hatcheries. The
balance of the $193,67k.37 or $139.;67k.37 was set up as a reserve for expan»
sion of the four hatcheries above mentioned.

The action taken by the Board at the June 9, 1955, meeting cancels this
reserve for hatcheries expansion and establishes the same sum of 3139,67k.37
as a reserve for the Whittier-Narrows project.

The Coordinator requested the Board’s wishes with regard to the report on
the desirability and feasibility of expanding Region V hatcheries, which he
had been instructed to make, It was the consensus of opinion that such a
study and report should be made since it will be needed eventually.

The subject of check dams and their value was brought up and discussed.
Mr. Gordon mentioned there are four active Board check dam projects throughout
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the State. He felt the construction of impoundments for warmwater fish is
the most important one at the present time.

Mr. Horn announced that Mr. Ray Nesbit, the warmwater fisheries consultant,
is doing a good job in his statewide survey. Mr. Nesbit is making a state¬
wide survey of possible warmwater areas and will make recommendations for
the use of the $2003000 held in reserve for warmwater fish projects.

5. Acquisition, Avocado Lake, Project No. 107

Mr. Horn reported that at the April 16, 1953* meeting of the Wildlife Ecard,
4)15,000 was appropriated for the Avocado Lake project by the following motion:

"IP WAS MOVED BY SENATOR BRCWN, SECONDED BY ASSEMBLYMAN LOWREY,
THAT THE JOINT INTERIM COMMITTEE RECOMMEND THAT THE BOARD ALLO¬
CATE $15*000 FOR ACQUISITION OR LEASE AND DEVELOPMENT OF
AVOCADO LAKEj AISO THAT MR. WOODHULL BE APPOINTED ON THE STAFF
OF THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS
COMMENCING MAY 1 OR JUNE 1, 1953, DEPENDING UPON WHICH DATE IS
MOST ACCEPTABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME.

"PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

"THEREUPON, BY MOTION REGULARLY MADE, SECONDED AND UNANIMOUSLY
ADOPTED BY THE MEMBERS CF THE BOARD, IT WAS AGREED THAT $15,000
BE ALLOCATED TO AVOCADO WARMWATER FISHING LAKE AND THAT
MR. WOODHULL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD
FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS COMMENCING MAY 1 OR JUNE 1„"

r

At that time the U. S. Corps of Engineers had filed condemnation proceed¬
ings on two parcels of private land in the Pine Flat Dam borrow pit and
expected to acquire title thereto. Two other parcels, owned by the Alta
and Fresno Irrigation Districts, were under lease to the Corps, and would
later be leased to the State.

Two bridges owned by the RLne Flat Contractors had been offered to the
State for |l500.

The Corps of Engineers decided to restore title of the private parcels to
the owners, and that has been done.

The Pine Flat Contractors donated the two bridges to the Alta Irrigation
District to provide public access to the fishing lake.

In the course of time, title to the two private parcels was restored to
the two owners. About 5 acres of one parcel was sold by one owner to
Mr. H. A. Savage, an attorney of Fresno, California,,

Options have been obtained and appraisals secured for one of the original
parcels, and the balance of the other original parcel. Mr. Savage is will¬
ing to lease the 5 acres he purchased to the State on the same terms on
which the two Irrigation Districts would lease their properties.
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The options covering the Hazelton property of about 2k acres and the Hobler
property of about 15 acres are at $100 per acre, or a total of about $3,900.
These figures are within the appraisal value and we have'been advised by
Mr. Earl Washburn that the Department of Finance can approve the purchase.

Leases with the Irrigation Districts and Mr, Savage are being negotiated.
It is not necessary to purchase the bridges.

Mr. Horn mentioned that the Corps of Engineers had a lease with the Alta
Irrigation District which runs another five years. That lease would be
cancelled upon payment by the District of $1200 to the Corps. The District
would then lease the area to the State. About $9,900 would still be avail¬
able for the planned development work.

Mr. Horn recommended the Board now authorize the Department of Fish and Game
to acquire the properties of Hazelton and Hobler by purchase under terms of
existing options, negotiate leases with the Alta and Fresno Irrigation Dis¬
tricts and with Mr. Savage, and complete the project.

Mr. Gordon was reassured by the Coordinator that acquisition of the lands
in question would give assured access to the water over the Alta Irriga¬
tion District lands and the two bridges donated by the Pine Flat Contractors.
The proposed lease with the Alta District is for 25 years with a renewal
clause to the year 200i|j therefore, there should be no question of access.

Assemblyman Lowrey added that through his bill or Doyle’s bill, the State
can force right-of-way through private lands to reach public lands.

IT WAS MOVED BY ASSEMBLYMAN LOWREY, SECONDED BY ASSEMBLYMAN
ERWIN, THAT THE JOINT INTERIM COMMITTEE RECOMMEND THE WILD¬
LIFE CONSERVATION BOARD AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND
GAME TO ACQUIRE THE PROPERTIES NOW UNDER OPTION UNDER TERMS
OF SAID OPTION, AND FURTHER AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH
AND GAME TO NEGOTIATE WITH AND ACQUIRE FROM, THE FRESNO AND
ALTA IRRIGATION DISTRICTS AND MR. H. A. SAVAGE, SUCH RIGHTS
OR INTERESTS IN THE ADJACENT PROPERTIES AS MAY BE NECESSARY
TO COMPLETE THE AVOCADO LAKE PROJECT NO. 107.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. PEIRCE, SECONDED BY MR. GORDON, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH
AND GAME TO ACQUIRE THE PROPERTIES NOW UNDER OPTION UNDER TERMS
OF SAID OPTION, AND FURTHER AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH
AND GAME TO NEGOTIATE WITH AND ACQUIRE FROM, THE FRESNO AND
ALTA IRRIGATION DISTRICTS AND MR. H, A. SAVAGE, SUCH RIGHTS OR
INTERESTS IN THE ADJACENT PROPERTIES AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO
COMPLETE THE AVOCADO LAKE PROJECT NO. 107.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
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$625.0060 Inland Angling Access Program, Project Mo, 1013

The Branch of Inland Fisheries, Department of Fish and Game, has presented
a request for funds for the immediate purchase of two small parcels of
land now owned by the Bureau of Reclamation, Department of the Interior*
The Bureau wishes to dispose of these parcels and is giving the Department
an opportunity to purchase them at appraised prices. If immediate action
is not taken the Bureau will be obliged to offer the parcels at public
auction.

Both areas are highly desirable for angling access and the cost involved is
quite small. Both parcels have public access over established roads, and
no development will be necessary.

Site No. 1 is on the Sacramento River about two miles southeast of the
center of the town of Redding. This involves about two acres and right of
ingress and egress goes with the property, Mr. Hooper of the Bureau of
Reclamation feels that this plot can be secured by the Department for
somewhere between $1*00 and $500.

Plot No. 2 consists of about two acres bracketing Deer Creek about five

miles east of Vina in Tehama County. This property can be purchased for

about $125.

" *

This area was formerly used for trout investigations by the old U. S.
Bureau of Fisheries, and is very good.

Mr. Horn recommended that $625 be allocated from the Wildlife Restoration
Fund for purchase of the two parcels at the appraised prices.

IT WAS MOVED BY ASSEMBLYMAN ERWIN, SECONDED BY ASSEMBLYMAN
L0WHEY, THAT THE JOINT INTERIM COMMITTEE RECOMMEND THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE THE INLAND ANGLING ACCESS
PROGRAM, PROJECT NO. 1013, AND ALLOCATE THE SUM GF $625.00
FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE TWO SITES IN THE SACRAMENTO VALLEY
AS SET FORTH BY THE COORDINATOR, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH
AND GAME IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO PROCEED WITH THE ACQUISITION.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. GORDON, SECONDED BY MR. PEIRCE, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE THE INLAND ANGLING ACCESS
PROGRAM, PROJECT NO. 1013, AND ALLOCATE THE SUM OF $625.00
FROM THE WILDLIFE RESTORATION FUND FOR THE PURCHASE OF WO
SITES IN THE SACRAMENTO VALLEY AS SET FORTH BY THE COORDINATOR,
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO
PROCEED WITH THE ACQUISITION.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
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Mr. Gordon called attention to the fact that if the staff of the Department
keep on the alert, many of these lands released by the Bureau of Reclamation
could be acquired for wildlife purposes. Such lands could be posted as
public lands acquired by the Wildlife Conservation Board.

7• Acquisition, Lower Butte Creek Waterfowl Management Area, Project Mo. 5ÿ8
$80,000,00

Mr. Horn reported that the last two parcels of this waterfowl area have
been acquired through a condemnation suit heard in Superior -Court May 16
and 17, 1955, at Oroville, California. The court established the following
values:

Parcel U 120 acres - $Ul,500
Parcel 6 80 acres - 35,000

Total - $76,500

Other incidental costs of acquisition bring the total to $80,000. Mr.
Curt Vincent, Chief, Public Works and Acquisition Division, Department of
Finance, has advised this sum will be required very soon to complete the
transaction.

Board members were reminded by the Coordinator that the Department of Finance
had advised, a year or more ago, that an additional acquisition fund would
be required. Mr. Horn recommended the $80,000 be allocated from the unallo¬
cated balance of the Wildlife Restoration Fund to complete this acquisition.

In response to Assemblyman Lowrey's question regarding mineral rights for
these properties, Mr. Vincent of the Department of Finance and Mr. Ray

Williamson of the Attorney General’s Office were called in. Mr. Williamson
stated that mineral rights were excluded from the suit or take as it was
felt that the exercising of such rights would not be incompatible with the

use of the area. He further stated the mineral rights were reserved in
perpetuity and the usual conditions or stipulations with regard to entry
into the area in exercising such mineral rights will be incorporated in
the judgment.

Mr. Gordon stated and Mr. Vincent confirmed the fact that the Department is
obliged to purchase the property at the price set by the court or back out
and pay the costs of abandonment. Mr. Vincent further advised that there
is a time element involved and time starts to run when final judgment is
made.

IT WAS MOVED BY ASSEMBLYMAN ERWIN, SECONDED BY ASSEMBLYMAN
BEL0TTI, THAT THE JOINT INTERIM COMMITTEE RECOMMEND THE WILD¬
LIFE CONSERVATION BOARD AUTHORIZE THE PUBLIC WORKS BOARD TO
ACQUIRE THE LAST TWO PARCEIS IN THE LOWER BUTTE CREEK WATER¬
FOWL MANAGEMENT AREA, PROJECT NO. 5U8, AT THE PRICES SET BY
THE COURT, IN ORDER TO COMPLETE THE PROJECT, AND ALLOCATE THE
SUM OF $80,000.00 THEREFOR.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
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IT WAS MOVED BY MR. PEIRCE, SECONDED BY MR. GORDON, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD AUTHORIZE THE PUBLIC WORKS BOARD
TO ACQUIRE THE LAST TOO PARCELS IN THE LOWER BUTTE CREEK WATER¬
FOWL MANAGEMENT AREA, PROJECT NO. 5U8, AT THE PRICES SET BY
THE COURT, IN ORDER TO COMPLETE THE PROJECT, AND ALLOCATE THE
SUM OF #80,000.00 THEREFOR.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

8. Irrigation Consultant, Lower Butte Creek Waterfowl Management Area, Pro.-jeot
No. 5L8

Pursuant to action taken by the Board March 2U, 1955# the development of
Gray Lodge was explored with several agencies. As a result the Division of
Water Resources is now making the survey of development and will present a
complete plan for consideration.

There has been varied criticism of the previous plans. It was suggested
that the Board employ an independent consultant to go over the final plan
developed by the Division of Water Resources and the Department of Fish and
Game and submit a report for Board consideration. In this manner the best
and soundest development should be secured.

Mr. Horn stated if this proposal was acceptable and deemed worthwhile,
action authorizing employment of such a recognized consultant be taken,

Funds for this employment could come from the original #15,000 allocation
according to present estimates of cost by the Division of Water Resources.

In answer to Assemblyman Erwin's question as to the cost.of such a consultant,
Mr. Horn advised that present estimates show the cost will be within the
$3,000 of the original $151,000 previously allocated for this study. ($12,000
had been transferred to the Division of Water Resources for their part of
the work. )

Assemblyman Lowrey mentioned that in his original motion allocating the
$15,000, he specified a consultant from the University of California in Davis
be hired. It was pointed out to him, however, that the Department of Fish
and Game must utilize those facilities and services that are available in
State government, except in the case where other State agencies cannot do
the work. The Division of Water Resources has done similar development study
on prison farms, etc.

In the discussion that followed regarding the work of the Division of Water
Resources and the validity of their findings, it was brought out that such
an irrigation consultant should be employed to act as a check on the develop¬
ment plan proposed and where there are any differences, such differences
could be reconciled before the final plan is presented to the Board for
approval.

Mr. George Difani voiced the opinion that $15,000 was a lot to pay for such
a development plan. He suggested the logical people to contact would be
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the advisory committee consisting of farmers of that vicinity who know or
are familiar with all practical aspects of the irrigation problem.

Mr. Silva acknowledged that those men are familiar with the area, but that
the Board could not hold them responsible in anyway for any suggestions or
plans they might make. The Board must have some assurance that it is getting
reliable information; such assurance is not obtained when dealing with
individuals *

Mr. Horn, in answer to Assemblyman Lowrey 1s question, stated that the
University of California does not have the force to do the detailed field
work necessary, although experts from the irrigation department could serve
as independent consultants in such cases. Several consultants were men¬
tioned. Mr. Silva suggested Roy Merkle of Modesto who was the consulting
engineer on the Boulder Dam project, and who is considered the outstanding
irrigation consultant in the United States, as a possibility* He would
know where «» can get the help we need or it might be possible to hire him
to check the Water Resources report.

The Division of Water Resources was contacted to determine hew much work
had been done on the investigation. Mr. Stevenson of the Division advised
that only a reconnaissance survey has been made and that actual work is to
begin after July 1.

It was decided that the proper procedure to be followed in this case was to
find out from Water Resources exactly -that it is going to cost us and get an
independent consultant to give us a competent estimate first.

The Chairman duly instructed the Coordinator to advise the Division of
Water Resources to hold their development survey in abeyance until the
Board decides what course of action to take, determines the cost of the
survey, and ascertains the nature of the report required. The Chairman
further requested Mr. Horn to get in touch with him with regard to solicit¬
ing the aid of an irrigation consultant in this matter.

Senator Johnson remarked that he would like to get together with this
consultant and have Assemblyman Lowrey and Assemblyman Belotti go over the
grounds with him.

9a Irrigation Consultant, Madera (Mendota) Waterfowl Management Area Develop¬
ment, Project No. 532

The Department of Fish and Game has completed plans for the development of
the newly acquired management area near Mendota.

Mr. Horn suggested consideration be given to hiring an engineering consult¬
ant to go over the Department plans, costs, etc., before the matter is
presented to the Board. If approved, the cost could be met with funds
already allocated for acquisition should the Board so authorize.

Sufficient funds may not be available for complete development of the Mendota
area as tentatively planned. Other sources of funds, such as money from
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the $1*00*000 authorized but not yet appropriated by the Grassland Water Bill,
may be available for some of this development*

Cost of the consultant is estimated not to exceed $3,000, and it is recom¬
mended this sum be transferred from the acquisition account for this purpose.

The Board was informed that the development plan was worked out by the
Department of Fish and Game, and, therefore, no funds have been expended
as yet for the plan. It was pointed out too that the Board has a budgetary

allowance for consultants. A suggestion was made that the same consultant
could go over the Department's plan of development for the Mendota area and
the Division of Water Resources plan for the Lower Butte Creek Waterfowl
Management Area.

IT WAS MOVED BY ASSEMBLYMAN BELOTTI, SECONDED BY ASSET©LY¬
MAN LOWREY, THAT THE JOINT INTERIM COMMITTEE RECOMMEND THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD AUTHORIZE THE EMPLOYMENT OF AN
IRRIGATION CONSULTANT TO GO OVER THE DEVELOPMENT PLANS OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME FOR THE MENDCTA WAT2RFCWL
MANAGEMENT AREA, PROJECT NO. 532, AND THAT $3*000 IN THE
ACQUISITION ACCOUNT OF THE PROJECT BE TRANSFERRED FOR THIS

PURPOSE.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. PEIRCE, SECONDED BY MR. GORDON, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD AUTHORIZE THE EMPLOYMENT OF AN
IRRIGATION CONSULTANT TO GO OVER THE DEVELOPMENT PLANS OF THE
DEPARTMENT CF FISH AND GAME FOR THE MENDCTA WATERFOWL MANAGE¬
MENT AREA, PROJECT NO. 532, AND THAT $3*000 IN THE ACQUISI¬
TION ACCOUNT OF THE PROJECT BE TRANSFERRED FOR THIS PURPOSE.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

$32,000.0010. Salton Sea Fisheries, Project No. 108, Continuation

On April 16, 1953, the Board allocated $1*0,520 to initiate this project and
on October 13, 1953* established a reserve of $1*6,000 to be allocated for
further work if results of the first year's activity justified an extension.

Dr. Boyd Walker of UCLA who is directing this work now advises that the
prospect of establishing a fishery in Salton Sea is very good. The Depart¬
ment personnel who are helping guide the work also recommend continuation
of the project for another year or two.

The present contract with the University of California in Los Angeles expires
June 30, 1955. An estimated $i*,000 of the original allocation of $1*0,520
will remain unexpended as of June 30, 1955. ‘

;

Dr. Walker has submitted an estimate for continuance for the period July 1,
1955* through June 30, 1956, of $33*980. Thus, if the project is to be
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extended one year an additional allocation of $29,980 would be required from
the existing reserve of $U6,000.

The project looks very good and the possibilities warrant continuance,, The
Coordinator recommended that $32,000 be allocated from the fii6,000 reserve.
He further stated that it is a gamble, but we are dealing with a potential
recreational area composed of a vast body of salt water in the middle of a
desert. He corrected the misconception that this was merely a research
project by stating that Dr. Walker has gotten the basic facts regarding
the Salton Sea and has followed through with work to get the fishery estab¬
lished.

IT WAS MOVED BY ASSEMBLYMAN BELOTTI, SECONDED BY SENATOR
JOHNSON, THAT THE JOINT INTERIM COMMITTEE RECOMMEND THAT
THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD ALLOCATE THE SUM CF $32,000
FROM THE RESERVE ESTABLISHED FOR THE SALTON SEA FISHERIES,
PROJECT NO. 108, FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE WORK BY
DR. WALKER FOR ONE YEAR.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. GORDON, SECONDED BY MR. SILVA, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD ALLOCATE THE SUM OF $32,000 FROM
THE RESERVE ESTABLISHED FOR THE SALTON SEA FISHERIES, PROJ¬
ECT NO. 108, FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE WORK BY DR. WALKER
FOR ONE YEAR.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

11. Acquisition of Fishing Rights to San Diego City Reservoirs, Project No. 113

The Administrative Adviser, Department of Finance, and the Attorney General's
office have worked out an agreement between the Department of Fish and
Game and the City of San Diego to permit use of $100,000 allocated by the
Wildlife Conservation Board on March 2li, 1955, for development of public
fishing in the City of San Diego Reservoirs.

In accordance with the Attorney General’s Opinion 53/119 dated June 9, 1953*
it is necessary for the State to "have some interest..." in a project to
legally spend funds thereon.

Accordingly, Mr. Louis Heinzer and Mr. Ralph Scott have suggested the State
acquire the right of entry to and fishing in the waters of these reservoirs.

Such an arrangement requires that the Wildlife Board specifically authorize
the Department of Fish and Game to acquire such rights.

The motion made and passed at the March 2U, 1955, Board meeting does not
carry such specific authorization. The Coordinator suggested the Board
enact the following addition to the motion passed March 2U, 1955!
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"The Wildlife Conservation Board authorizes the Department of

Fish and Game to negotiate with and acquire from, the City
of San Diego such rights or interests in and to El Capitan,
Sutherland, and Hodges Reservoirs as may be necessary to

accomplish the aforegoing purposes."

The Department of Fish and Game requires this authorization by the Board
to acquire the fishing rights.

Mr. Silva remarked that he would like to discuss this with Mr. Harley Thox
before proceeding at this time.

The Coordinator mentioned that the Board had approved the project and had

authorized the expenditure of $100,000 on a matching basis with the City
of San Diego, and the suggested motion is merely a legal means to permit
the Department of Fish and Game to go ahead with the project.

It was brought out that the Board does not desire to allocate funds for
this project without assurance that fishing rights and access goes with
it. The Board must be sure of getting value received for the allocation
and that the City will not come back for additional funds when the proj¬

ect is only partially completed.

Mr. Difani stated he is not opposing this allocation but we must protect
the sportsmen by getting as much as we can for the $100,000 as this will
set a precedent for other similar projects in the State.

IT WAS MOVED BY SENATOR JOHNSON, SECONDED BY ASSEMBLYMAN
LCWREY, AS A JOINT MOTION, THAT THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION
BOARD DEFER ACTION ON THE SAN DIEGO CITY RESERVOIRS WARM-
WATER FISHING AREAS, PROJECT NO. 113, UNTIL THE AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO AND THE STATE IS .THOROUGHLY
STUDIED.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

It was further ordered that the Coordinator furnish each member of the

Board copies of the agreement..

Mr. Horn related that in talking with regional men, the claim that the

reservoirs had stunted fish was not substantiated. Region V fisheries
biologists have advised that the supposedly stunted fish represent a

younger age class.

12. Truck for Delta Waterfowl Management Area, Project No. 550 $2,000.00

The Department of Fish and Game have made a request for a 1%- ton truck
chassis for a general utility vehicle at Grizzly Island. Cost is estimated
at $2,000. Sufficient funds do not remain in the item originally set up for
equipment at this management area.

If approved by the Board, this $2,000 could best come from the unallocated
balance of the Wildlife Restoration Fund.
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Assemblyman Belotti moved that the allocation be made, but Senator Johnson
and Assemblyman Lowrey abstained. It was their contention that such an
item is not capital investment and should be put through as a budgetary-
request to be approved by the Legislature.

Mr. Silva and Mr. Gordon agreed, but declared that in view of the fact that
the Department was not at fault in neglecting to include this equipment
item in the first request for allocation, and since the truck is a neces¬
sity (to hard domestic water supply) they must approve the request with
the reservation that in the future such requests be carefully scrutinized.

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. GORDON, SECONDED BY MR. SILVA, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD ALLOCATE THE SUM OF $2,000 FROM
THE UNALLOCATED BALANCE OF THE WILDLIFE RESTORATION FUND FOR
THE PURCHASE OF A l|TON TRUCK CHASSIS FOR USE AT THE DELTA
WATERFOWL MANAGEMENT AREA, PROJECT NO. 550.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

South Humboldt Bay Public Recreational Area, Project Noe 100613.

Assemblyman Belotti requested the Board's consideration of the waterfowl
refuge in Humboldt County, on which the Coordinator had done considerable
work. He felt that the Board should check into what has been done and bring
it up to date with the thought of eventually getting some results by way of
developing and completing that project.

The Coordinator suggested that we might interest the Federal government in
purchasing this area, as well as one in the Upper San Joaquin Valley, as
wildlife areas using Duck Stamp Funds which might be made possible by
AB U23 recently passed by the Legislature.

1

Mr. Gordon added that since this area is needed primarily to hold waterfowl
in that section of the State to prevent duck depredation in the lower valleys,
it would fit into the Federal government's line of thinkings

IT WAS MOVED BY ASSEMBLY LOWREY, SECONDED BY SENATOR JOHNSON,
AS A JOINT MOTION, THAT THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD
NEGOTIATE WITH THE PROPER FEDERAL AGENCY TO TAKE OVER OR
INTEREST THEMSELVES IN THE SOUTH HUMBOLDT BAY PUBLIC RECREA¬
TIONAL AREA, PROJECT NO. 1006.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Assemblyman Belotti asked Mr. Horn about the access road to Ten Mile Creek
in Mendocino County. He was advised that Ten Mile Creek may be included in
the expanded Beaches and Parks program. Also, the Coastal Angling Access
Program has produced some problems. Options have been secured that are so
far above the appraised value that the Department of Finance cannot approve
purchase.
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Mr. Silva thought a policy should be voted upon with regard to such access
roads. He felt the Board should acquire such access roads, but that we
should also get from the counties some financial help, perhaps on a match¬
ing basis, as well as an agreement that the counties will maintain the
roads.

Assemblyman lowrey stated that there has been much shifting of personnel
in the Bureau of Land Management and was concerned that Mr. Luther To Hoffman
might be transferred to another area. He felt that Mr. Hoffman is a man
with whom everyone can work. He suggested that the Board pass a resolution
to the effect that Mr. Hoffman be kept in this area.

IT WAS MOVED BY ASSEMBLYMAN LOWREY, SECONDED BY SENATOR
JOHNSON, AS A JOINT MOTION, THAT THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION
BOARD ADOPT A RESOLUTION TO BE WRITTEN BY THE COORDINATOR,
REQUESTING THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT KEEP MR. LUTHER T.
HOFFMAN IN THIS AREA.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Mr. Difani requested that the Department of Fish and Game investigate and
request the transfer of jurisdiction of State lands in the Sacramento -San
Joaquin Delta area to the Department of Fish and Game. Since this consti¬
tutes a transfer of lands now owned by the State, he was instructed to

contact Mr. Horn regarding it.

The San Joaquin Hatchery dedication and Wildlife Conservation Board meet¬
ing requested by the Fresno Sportsmen for July 9 and 10 has met with
unanimous approval. The time and date for the meeting of the Board was

tentatively set for 3:00 p.m. Saturday, July 9> 1?55* either at Fresno or
the San Joaquin Hatchery at Friant, location to be determined by the Fresno
Sportsmen.

Mr. Horn requested permission to bring a suggestion before the Board at
that meeting for a change in the budgetary positions set up for the Board
staff. There is now a need for such a change.

IT WAS MOVED BY ASSEMBLYMAN LOWREY, SECONDED BY MR. GORDON,
AS A JOINT MOTION, THAT THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD
INSTRUCT MR. HORN TO BRING IN HIS RECOMMENDATION FOR A

CHANGE IN THE BUDGETARY POSITIONS SET UP FOR THE STAFF OF
THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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Status of allocations and unobligated balance as of June 9, 1955, Board
action.

The amount allocated to specific projects up to the close of the meeting
on June 9, 1955, aggregated $ll,075,99l*.27, made up as follows*

a. Fish Hatchery and Stocking Projects (l8)
b. Warmwater and Other Fish Projects (12) »

1. Warmwater Projects (9)
2. Other Fish Projects (3) «... 113,520,00

c. Flow Maintenance and Stream Improvement Projects (12) .
d. Screen and Ladder Projects (11) . .
e. State Game Farms (1*) .
f. Other Upland Game Projects (1*)
g. Waterfowl Management Projects (7) •
h. General Projects (5) ..................

$1*,316,1*75.61
5l2s295o2b

$398,775.28

620,703<,72
259,617.09
105,6i*l*.l*9
1*16,530.81*

U,770,125.93
71*,601.31

$11,075,991*.27Total Allocated

In addition to the specific allocations above, the following reserves have
been established:

$50,000.00
m,000.00

200,000.00
139,67U.37

1. Colorado River Recreational Development
2. Salton Sea Fisheries Project
3. Warmwater Fisheries Projects
1*. Whittier-Narrows Warmwater Fishing Lake

$1*03,671*.37Total Reserves

Recapitulation

$11,075,99U.27
l*03,67ii.37
361ÿ,019.00

Allocations for Projects
Reserves Established
Expenses of Operation

$11,81*3,687.61*

$12,000,000.00

11,81*3,687.61*

Total

Total Fund Appropriated
Total Expended or

Obligated

$156,312.36Unallocated Balance
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