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State of California

The Resources Agency
Department of Fish and Game
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD

Minutes, Meeting of June 21, 1977

Pursuant to the call of the Chairman, the Wildlife Conservation Board

met in Room 6024 of the State Capitol Building, Sacramento, California, on
June 21, 1977. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Berger Benson
at 2:30 p.m.

ABSENT:

Senator John F. Dunlap

Senator Dennis Carpenter
Senator John A. Nejedly
Assemblyman Dan Boatwright
Assemblyman Barry Keene
Assemblyman Tom Suitt

STAFF

Chester M. Hart
Alvin G. Rutsch

Roll Call

PRESENT: Berger Benson Chairman
E. C. Fullerton Member
Sid McCausland Member

Joint Interim Committee

Joint Interim Committee
[} [N (N}

L1 L] 1]

Executive Officer
Assistant Executive Officer

John Schmidt Land Agent
Alma Koyasako Secretary
Bella Applebaum Accountant

OTHERS PRESENT:

Don Dimitratos
Francis C. Lindsay
A. J. Phillips

E. F. VanZee
Kittie Stalder
Rose Takata

Connie Terry

C. T. Dolan

Marin Co. Parks and Rec. Dept.
Suisun Resource Conserv. Dist.
Caltrans

Caltrans

Dept. of Fish & Game

Dept. of Fish & Game

Marin Co. Parks & Rec. Dept.
Dept. of Fish and Game
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John Parrish
Bruce Shindler
Bill Briner

R. W. Schulenburg

Dept. of Fish & Game, Reg. 3
Tahoe City Pub. Utility Dist.

Dept. of Fish & Game

Bill Fong Sacramento Co. Parks & Rec. Dept.
W. E. Schafer Dept. of Fish & Game

D. F. Estey w I¥ 0

M. J. Fruitman San Joaquin County

Tom Bortmann
Jeff Blanchfield
Pat Fulton
Barbara Weisbart

Office of Senator Ray Johnson
BCDC

O0ffice of Assemblyman Vic Fazio
Wildlife Conservation Board

William L. Smith
Bob Bounds

Henry Glasser
Don Lollock

Solano Ranch Co.
City of Suisun City
Lawler Ranch

Dept. of Fish & Game

2. Approval of Minutes

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FULLERTON, SECONDED BY MR. MC CAUSLAND,
THAT THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE THE MINUTES OF
THE MARCH 24, 1977, MEETING.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

3. Status of Wildlife Restoration Fund

Mr. Chester Hart, the Executive Officer, reported on the Wildlife Restora-
tion Fund status as follows:

Unallocated balance at beginning of 3/24/77 meeting . . . . $915,504.33
Plus interest on surplus money, July/Dec. 1976 . . . . +124,522,66
Plus miscellaneous revenue, Jan. 1977 . . . « « « « » + 7,060.00
Less a‘ ]Ocations L] L] - L] L . L) - . L L] - . L L] - * L L] -26“‘.&00.00
Total available as of June 21, 1977, meeting . . « . . . . $782,686.99

L., Liberty Ship Artificial Reefs - Status Report

Mr. Hart reported that one bid was received on June 9, 1977, for sinking
two additional Liberty ships for artificial reef purposes as previously
authorized by the Board. The bid was for approximately $2,500 each to
prepare and sink two ships for a total cost to the State of approximately
$5,000. The bid is considered a favorable one, and it is the intent to
accept this bid. The bidder is presently attempting to secure a letter of
intent from the insurance company, one of the necessary items before award
can be made. The insurance company has given verbal indication they would
insure, and it will then be possible for the Department to award a contract.
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One ship is scheduled for sinking for reef purposes in Orange County coastal
waters near Newport Harbor, and the other near Channel Islands Harbor in
Ventura County. Work on the U.S.S. Palawan which is under contract is under
way in San Pedro Harbor in preparation for sinking in Santa Monica Bay. The
contractor is behind schedule, but completion is anticipated in the fairly
near future.

Mr. Hart indicated that from the original allocation of $75,000 by WCB and
the $67,700 net realized by the State on the first ship, a total of approxi-
mately $138,000 remained available to prepare and sink the last two ships.
On the basis of an anticipated award of the new contract for approximately
$5,000, the end result would be the sinking of three ships for reef purposes
with a net to the State on the order of $60,000.

Antioch Bridge Fishing Pier - Preview, Contra Costa County

Mr. Hart reported that this is a preliminary proposal for conversion of the
southerly portion of the existing Antioch Bridge to a public fishing pier
upon completion of the new bridge now under construction. Staff has been
participating in informal discussions of this concept with representatives
of Caltrans, East Bay Regional Park District, and the City of Antioch at
the request of Senator Nejedly.

By using existing footings for the old bridge, and adding new caps, deck,
railing, etc., a fishing pier 300' - 400' long at this site can be con-
structed much more economically than building a totally new pier. The
state-owned right-of-way under the new bridge provides sufficient space
for parking, restrooms, and possibly other recreational facilities, so

that the project would be free of costs for land acquisition also. WCB has
previously converted old highway bridges to fishing piers at Vallejo and
San Mateo at considerable cost savings.

Caltrans staff has carried out preliminary engineering studies of alternatives
for fishing pier conversion, and also has indicated that Caltrans could make

a project contribution comparable to their cost savings from not having to
demolish and entirely remove the old bridge.

East Bay Regional Park District staff is doing preliminary planning for
parking, restrooms and possibly other recreational uses of the highway or
bridge right-of-way. The District staff also has indicated willingness to
recommend District operation and maintenance of such a public fishing
facility.

The city manager of the City of Antioch has expressed support for the con=-
cept, although it is not planned that Antioch would be a participant in
the project.

Based on participation in the project by Caltrans and the District generally
as outlined, WCB's role would be to obtain a lease or other long-term

tenure in the fishing pier project site, and to fund the capital cost of
pier conversion and related facilities such as parking and restrooms.
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