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State of Cali fornia
The Resources Agency

Department of Fish and Game
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD

Minutes, Meeting of June 22, 1979

Pursuant to the call of the Chairman, the Wildlife Conservation Board met
in Room 603l of the State Capitol, Sacramento, California, on June 22,
1979* The meeting was called to order at 2:25 p.m. by Chairman Sherman
Chicker ing.

1. Roll Call

PRESENT: Sherman Chickering
Roy M. Bell
E. C. Fu 1 lerton

Chairman
Member
Member

Senator Barry Keene Joint Interim Committee

ABSENT: Senator John A. Nejedly
Assemblyman l>,in Boatwright

Joint Interim Committee
IIII II

S 1Al F PRLSLN1:

Executive Officer
Assistant Executive Officer
Field Agent
Land Agent
Land Agent

Secretary
Accountant

Chester M. Hart
Alvin G. Rutsch
John Wentzel
John Schmidt
Jim Sarro
Alma Koyasako
Bella App 1ebaum

OTHERS PRESENT:

John Middleton
Sam Goepp
Michael D. Kaufman
George Nokes
Robert L. Stanfield
Sandora T. Smi th
Joe Sheehan
Vice V.indre

Dept, of Boating & Waterways
Suisun City Parks & Rec. Dept.
Suisun City Planning Dept.
Dept, of Fish & Game
Madera Irrigation District
Wildlife Conservation Board
Dept, of Fish f. Game
Dept, of Fish Game

2. Approval of Minutes

advised that minutes of the April 16,The Executive Officer, Chester M. Hart
1979, meeting of the Wildlife Conservation Board have been published and
circulated, and recommended approval since there is no need for changes or
add i t ions.
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Minutes of Meetinq, Wildlife Conservation Board
June 72, 1979

IT WAS REGULARLY MOVED AND SECONDED THAT THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION
BOARD APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 16, 1979, MEETING OF THE
BOARD.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Wildlife Restoration Fund Status3.

Mr. Hart reported the fund status as follows:

Unallocated balance at beginning of 4/16/79 meeting . .
Plus recoveries .
Less allocations .....
Less Board of Control claim

Unallocated balance after 4/16/79 meet inn *

$598,359-41
+424,000.00
-884,300.00

249.90
$137,809-51

Inasmuch as there are no items requiring allocation of funds from this source,
the unallocated balance will remain the same after this meeting.

W I LDL I FE RES T0RAT ION FUND PROJEC’l S

4. Lake Cuyamar a Pub I i < F i shin < j__ Ajr oa , Sari Diego Couni y

Mr. Hart stated that this is an information item to advise the Board members
of a situation at Lake Cuyamaca requiring correction late this summer or fall.

This project: was approved hy the WC8 in 1966 and construction of the original
basic facilities was completed in 1968. Additional public use facilities on
the north shore were approved by WCB and completed last year. Total WCB
funding to date is approximately $318,000.

This project provides a permanent 110 surface acre lake for public fishing,
essentially as a sub-impoundment within the old Cuyamaca lake basin, utiliz¬
ing the original dam and two dikes to contain the permanent lake.

Recently there has been a failure of part of the original State construction.
During high water and wind-caused wave conditions, collapse of a bridqe abut¬
ment and other erosion damages occurred. The bridge crosses the project
spillway and provides
I he upper !>.»'. i M l<> Hie peim.iuent 1 .11- « basin.

I he pump i rig plant for transfer of water froma< < ess I o

Preliminary engineering inspection and estimates have been made and the
conclusion made that it would be better to wait until water has been drawn
down to expose the damage and assess the extent of correction needed before
coming up with a final estimate for the repair work. Preliminary estimates
are in the order of $100,000 for this work which include repairing the faci¬
lities and adding adequate riprap to prevent this happening in the future.
Cost sharing arrangements with the Lake Cuyamaca Recreation and Park District
will need to be explored, along with trying to locate a closer source for
riprap material to try to reduce costs for the project.
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Minutes of Meeting, Wildlife Conservation Board
June 27, 1979

Mr. Hart stated that it was staff's intention to alert the Board members
of the situation at this time and that final recommendations for correc¬
tion of the problem will he brouqht back to the Board at its rie/t meet inn
in late summer or fall.

Chairman Chickering questioned the expenditure of such a larqe amount of
money for repairing a facility which he believed was dry so much of the
time. Mr. Hart stated that the upper basin may be dry, but that the Lake
Cuyamaca project in question is a 110 surface acre lake which is kept full
with transfer of water from the upper basin and throuqh wells. The damage
was caused by a combination of unusual conditions. The original design did
not provide for these conditions and the preliminary estimate would be to

repair the damage and put it into a protective state for these unusual high
wind and wave conditions. Additional information and firm figures will be
presented to the Board at the next meeting.

Madera Lake Public Fishing A rea, Madera County - Disposal as Surplus5.

This is a proposal by staff and the Department of Fish and Game that this
area be declared surplus and disposed of under t he appropriate statutes.

This project was initiated by the WCB in 1957 to develop a warmwater fish¬
ing lake, about II miles northeast of Madera. A series of allocations were
made to purchase the 1,097-5 acre site, construct a dam and dikes to impound
a lake with a maximum surface irea of 3/0 acres, and develop public use
facilities consisting primarily of access roads, parking areas, and sani¬
tary facilities with water supply. A pumping Station was constructed to
pump water from the Fresno River into the lake, but was later abandoned in
favor of a gravity supply system. Total expenditures by WCB were $33 7,433 • 58.

Madera County Ivy cooperative agreement has operated and maintained the proj¬
ect, but the agreement has now terminated. Generally the County has indicated
a lack of interest in continuing to manage the project unless reservoir
seepage and water supply problems are corrected.

The project has not completely fulfilled the original objectives, largely
because of the problems mentioned.

An important factor now is that the original need or justification for
this fishing lake has largely disappeared because of the recent comple¬
tion of Hidden and Buchanan Dams on the Fresno and Chowchilla Rivers in
this vicinity. These reservoirs built by the U.S. Corps of Engineers now
are providing significantly better fishing and other water-oriented recrea¬
tion for this area than Madera Lake.

Because ol lire < urrenl lack of need and support for the projeu t , staff
feels that it would not be advisable for the WCB to invest additional fund¬
ing to attempt to correct the problems mentioned.

After initial construction, there was significant seepage throuqh an abut¬
ment area when the lake was filled, resulting in the Division of Dam Safety
requiring that the water level be lowered five feet.
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Minutes of Meeting, Wildlife Conservation Board
June 22, 1979

The lake was drained and attempts were made to seal the seepage area, but
this was unsuccessful.

Water rights to fill the lake are limited to periods when natural flow
in the Fresno River exceeds 400 cubic feet per second. During the recent
drought period there were not adequate flows in the river to meet these
rights, and the lake dried up.

Attempts have been made to provide additional water through an agreement
with the Madera Irrigation District for use of the reservoir in its water
storage and conveyance system. However, these have been unsuccessful,
evidently in part due to the seepage problem and the unknown costs and
success of correction, and to constraints on fluctuation of the reservoir
that would be necessary to maintain a suitable fishery.

Staff and the Department have carefully reviewed the project and possible
alternate uses for the area. Our conclusion has been that the area would
not provide significant wildlife or wildlife-related recreational benefits
appropriate for the WCB or DF&G programs.

Informal contacts with the State and Fresno County Departments of Parks and
Recreation have indicated no interest in the property.

A letter was sent to the Madera County Board of Supervisors on March \C,
1979, to notify them of a tentative decision to proceed towards disposal
and to provide opportunity for their comment or suggestions. No reply has
been received.

Mr. Hart recommended that the Board concur with the proposal to declare the
property surplus and proceed with disposal, on the basis that money received
from sale of the property would be returned to the Wildlife Restoration Fund
to be used for an alternate project or projects. On the basis of fair
market value there could be on the order of $1,000,000 returned to the WRF
for use on other projects from which more benefits would be derived than
attempting to work further with this project.

The Chairman introduced Mr. E. C. Fullerton, Director of the Department of
Fish and Game and member of the Board, who had just arrived at the meeting.
He also introduced Mr. Robert Stanfield of the Madera Irrigation District who
had indicated he would like to make a statement.

Mr. Robert Stanfield stated he did not prepare formal testimony, but that
he wanted it on record that the Madera Irrigation District would like to be
considered as an interested agency.
1 i ty to place it to a conserve t ion type use, and this interest was expressed
to the County Board of Supervisors who directed its staff to contact the
WCB staff to pursue some type of joint use on behalf of the County and MID.
It was now his understanding that the County has not made any contact and
accordingly he felt it appropriate that he discuss it with the County as to

their intention. He further indicated that their major concerns in years
past have been the requirements for the establishment and retainment of water
levels within the reservoir for fish enhancement. George Nokes of the
regional office in Fresno has been extremely helpful in their study. However,

MID has been interested in the fac i -
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