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State of California

The Resources

Agency

Department of Fish and Game
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD

MINUTES, MEETING OF APRIL 23, 1981

Pursuant to the call of the Acting Chairman, the Wildlife Conservation Board
met in Room 6031 of the State Capitol, Sacramento, California, on April 23,

1981.

Roll Call and Election of Chairman

PRESENT:

ABSENT:

Abel C. Galletti
Susanne Morgan
E. C. Fullerton

Senator Barry Krene

STAFF_PRESENT:

Chester M. Hart
Alvin G. Rutsch
John Wentzel

W. John Schmidt
Jim Sarro
Howard Dick

| Marylyn Gzyms

Alma Koyasako
Denise O'Neill

OTHERS PRESENT:

Mr. Chester Hart, the Executive Officer, pointed out that by custom the Presi-

Bud Fine

Jess Freeman
Russ Denney
Virginia B. Rice
Ronald W. Rice
Dick Austin

Neal Meyer
Ursula N. Diemer
W. C. Diemer
Dawn Stone

The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a,m. by Mr. Abel Galletti.

Acting Chairman
Member
Member

Joint Legislative Interim Comm.

Executive Officer
Assistant Executive Officer
Field Agent

Senior Land Agent

Land Agent

Land Agent

Accountant

Secretary

Office Assistant

Property owner, Lewiston
I [} 11

Supervisor, Trinity Co.

Property owner, Lewiston
1R " "

" 1] i

Sacramento

dent of the Fish and Game Commission hés served as Chairman of the Board, but
that the election of the Board Chairman was up to the Board members.
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IT WAS MOVED BY MS. MORGAN, SECONDED BY MR. FULLERTON, THAT THE
MR. ABEL C. GALLETT! BE ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF THE WILDLIFE CONSER-
VATION BOARD.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Hart advised that the minutes of the WCB meeting of December 12, 1980,
have been published and circulated and that staff knows of no need for correc-
tions or additions to the minutes and recommended approval.

IT WAS MOVED BY MS. MORGAN, SECONDED BY MR. FULLERTON, THAT THE
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 12, 1980, MEETING OF THE WILDLIFE CONSER-
VATION BOARD BE APPROVED. :

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Status of Wildlife Restoration Fund

Unallocated balance at end of 12/12/80 meeting . . . . $1,316,110.00
Plus transfer of federal monies from various funds . 565,062.42
Plus interest on surplus money, July-Dec. 1980 . . . 395,585.59

Unallocated balance at beginning of 4/23/81 meeting . . $2,276,758.01

Status of Federal Grant Funds

The following report of Federal grant funds was provided by Mr. Hart.

a. Land and Water Conservation Fund

An important funding source for the WCB program in recent years has been the
Land and Water Conservation Fund, which has provided federal grant monies for
eligible projects under this program. Revenues to this federal fund come
from federal recreation fees, sale of surplus federal lands, federal motor-
boat fuel taxes, and from the Outer Continental Shelf mineral receipts.

The amount available to the State varies annually according to Congressional
appropriations, but has ranged from approximately $2.1M to $3.5M for the
WCB program over the last five years.

As part of the current federal administration's efforts to reduce federal
expenditures, no funding is proposed for grants to the states under the LWCF
program for the 1981-1982 fiscal year. Rescission of $145M of the 1980-81
appropriation, which would be most of the remaining, unobligated funds for
the current fiscal year, also has been recommended.

The fiscal impact from loss of these federal monies will become significant
for the WCB probably in about a year, with this time lag due to the process
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under which the federal funds are paid. This normally is through a reimburse-
ment procedure, with final payment not made until after the project is com=
pleted and audlted

This means that over the next 2-3 years, approximately, the WCB will be
receiving reimbursement for previously approved LWCF projects, but generally
on a progressively declining level. At the end of this period, unless the
LWCF program is renewed or alternate funding of some type becomes available,
the WCB's financial resources for project funding will be reduced about

$2 - 3% million per year

b. Elkhorn Slough Estuarine Sanctuary

The federal grant funds obtained for acquisition, development and first
year management of this estuarine sanctuary project are secure, being encum-
bered by state-federal contracts.

Funding reportedly is included in the federal budget for continuation of
this program in the 1981-82 fiscal year.

c.. Saltonstall-Kennedy Financial Assistance for Fisheries Development Funds

These are federal funds available from this source for marine prOJectS during
this fiscal year. A total of $10 million is available to the various eligible
states, to be based on the merits of individual projects submitted.

Applications have been made for such federal ‘funds, utilizing approved WCB
projects for artificial reefs as the basis, including the WCB funding for
the required state cost-sharlng. Federal approval could provide up to
$486,6U40 in federal funds to augment these projects.

Decisions on which projects will receive these federal funds are not expected
until sometime next June.

There was discussion of the general funding picture of the local agencies,
state and federal governments as it relates to the WCB program. Concern was
expressed by Mr. Fullerton that the cooperative projects with local agencies
which require 06M by cities and counties may no longer be possible, due to
cuts in local funding available to provide for 08M costs. On this point,

Mr. Galletti noted that the main funding for the Board program has remained

at $750,000 established almost 30 years ago, and asked if anything can be done
to bring this funding up to a more realistic figure, in view of the escalation
of land costs and inflation. Mr. Fullerton advised that an effort was made
two years ago, but that there was not support for increasing this funding at
that time. He promised that an effort will again be made next year to try

to secure increased funding from the pari-mutuel tax monies.

Mt. Whithey Hatchery, Inyo County S $5,300.00

In order to meet requirements of the Lahonton Regional Water Quality Control
Board, the Department of Fish and Game intends to construct a settling pond
to collect sediment effluent which is currently discharged from the hatchery's
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water filtering system. The plan is to construct a new pipeline from the
existing trap and filters, which are off of the hatchery property, to trans-
port the water to the settling pond. In order to do this, it will be neces-
sary to cross the land of an adjacent property owner, install the pipeline
underground and then take steps to render the surface of the property passable
and useable by the landowner.

This proposal by the Department covers only the acquisition of such rights
in the adjacent land as are required to accomplish the installation and
future use of the pipeline. This would involve the grant of a temporary
working area of about one acre for a maximum of one year for use during con-
struction and about 1/20 acre for a permanent pipeline easement. The value
of these easements, based on staff's application of value set forth in the
approved appraisal of the parcel, is $1,000. The concurrence of the Depart=-
ment of General Services in this valuation has been received.

The costs of the initial appraisal of the property, escrow and title insur-
ance will be about $4,300. Funding is available for this project from the
Wildlife Restoration Fund, and the acquisition is exempt from CEQA require-
ments pursuant to Class 13 of Categorical Exemptions.

Mr. Jim Sarro, land agent, pointed out on exhibits the area under an existing
easement, the one-acre working easement, and the permanent pipeline easement
needed for this project.

IT WAS MOVED BY MS. MORGAN, SECONDED BY MR. FULLERTON, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE ACQUISITION OF EASEMENTS FOR THE
MT. WHITNEY HATCHERY PIPELINE; ALLOCATE $5,300 FROM THE WILDLIFE
RESTORATION FUND FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE EASEMENTS AND PAYMENT OF
COSTS; AND AUTHORIZE STAFF AND THE DEPARTMENT TO PROCEED SUBSTANTIALLY
AS PLANNED.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Silverado Field Base Expansion, Napa County §10h,250.00

This proposal is to acquire approximately 21 acres of land now owned by Napa
County, located approximately three miles northeast of the City of Yountville
and nine miles north of the City of Napa. The Department of Fish and Game's
Silverado Field Operation Base adjoins the subject property to the east. The
property fronts on Olive Lane to the north, Rector Creek to the south, and a
private ownership to the west.

Acquisition of this property has received a high priority recommendation from
the Department of Fish and Game for several reasons. The acquisition will
insure the preservation of some good wildlife habitat typical of that found
on the floor of the Napa Valley. The area is becoming increasingly important
as a resting and nesting area for important raptors, such as the white-tailed
kite, red-shouldered hawk, Cooper's hawk, and red-tailed hawk. Gray fox which
are known to have dens on the subject property, as well as coyotes, feed on
this parcel, as well as adjoining lands.

sl
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State purchase of this parcel will also provide a permanent area for storage
and percolation of discharge waters from the fish planting facilities located
at the adjoining Silverado Field Operation Base.

No development is presently proposed for this parcel. Management by the
Department of Fish and Game, in conjunction with its adjoining facility, is
planned with the land being kept in essentially its existing state.

The proposed acquisitions fall within Class 13 of Categorical Exemptions from
CEQA requirements. Class 13 consists of acquisitions of land for fish and
wildlife habitat, establishment of ecological reserves under Fish and Game Code
Section 1580, and preservation of access to public lands and waters where the
purpose of the acquisition is to preserve the land in its natural condition.

The subject property has been appraised for $100,000. It is estimated that
an additional $4,750 will be required to cover appraisal, escrow costs, and
Real Estate Services review costs.

Mr. Hart recommended that the Board approve the purchase of this parcel, allo-
cate $104,750 for its purchase and related costs from the Wildlife Restoration
Fund, and authorize staff and the Department to proceed substantially as planned.

Mr. John Schmidt, Senior Land Agent, gave further testimony as to the subject
property's value and relationship to the presently owned Fish and Game Silverado
Fish Planting Base.

Mr. Fullerton acknowledged that the area would be desirable for fish and wild~-
life habitat purposes, but expressed concern about a possible mosquito problem
that might be created in the discharge of waters from the operations base.
Although there was no way to guarantee that such a problem would not develop
in the future, Mr. Fullerton agreed that it was a good investment because of
the rapidly increasing land values in the Napa Valley, and called for approval
of the acquisition.

Ms. Morgan did not agree with the idea of the State being in the land business,
and that we should put it back on the tax rolls in an effort to support the
local economy in that way. With the understanding that Mr. Fullerton would
again review the proposal and that rescission of the action taken would be
made if Mr. Fullerton determines that acquisition should not be undertaken,

the following action was taken.

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FULLERTON, SECONDED BY MS. MORGAN, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR
THE SILVERADO FIELD BASE EXPANSION, NAPA COUNTY; ALLOCATE $104,750
FOR ITS PURCHASE AND RELATED COSTS FROM THE WILDLIFE RESTORATION
FUND; AND AUTHORIZE STAFF AND THE DEPARTMENT TO PROCEED SUBSTAN-
TIALLY AS PLANNED.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
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Trinity River - 0ld Lewiston Mill Fish & Wildlife Habitat Area, $120,000.00
Trinity County

This proposal is to acquire approximately 11 acres of private land along the
Trinity River in the unincorporated community of Lewiston, Trinity County.
Access to the property is via an easement off Cemetery Lane which intersects
Rush Creek Road east of the property. Improvements on the property include
a small residence of 936 square feet with 2 bedrooms and 1% baths, and a 576
square foot, two-car garage. The improvements are currently vacant.

The Department of Fish and Game has recommended purchasing the property for
several reasons. With regard to fisheries, the Trinity River in this area
provides habitat for salmon and some resident trout. The property includes
one spawning area and has the physical characteristics to enable construct-
ing a rearing channel or ponds. Riparian vegetation provides habitat for
many wildlife species. Recreational values include approximately 660' of
river frontage which provides angling access to the river. Access to the
river is diminishing as undeveloped lands are converted to residential uses.
The existing residence on the parcel will provide office space for the wild-
life and fisheries unit biologists and the habitat assistant assigned to

the Trinity River drainage. The garage will be utilized for storage purposes.

The property owner has agreed to sell this property to the State for the
appraised fair market value of $114,500. It is planned that the Department
of Fish and Game would manage the property.

The proposed acquisition falls within Class 13 of Categorical Exemptions

from CEQA requirements. Class 13 consists of the acquisition of lands for

fish and wildlife conservation purposes, including preservation of fish and
wildlife habitat, establishing ecological reserves under Fish and Game :

Code Section 1580, and preserving access to public lands and waters where

the purpose of the acquisition is to preserve the land in its natural condition.

Mr. Hart recommended that the Board authorize the purchase of this property,
allocate from the Wildlife Restoration Fund a total of $120,000 for payment
of the purchase price and related processing costs, and authorize the staff
and the Department to proceed substantially as planned.

Mr. Hart advised that this proposal has become controversial and that the
staff has received as of yesterday afternoon petitions both in support and
opposition of the project. The tally indicated 28] signatures in favor

and 185 in opposition. Another seven letters in support of the project have
been received. He also noted that a letter from the Secretary-Clerk of the
Trinity County Board of Supervisors indicated that on April 6, 1981, the
Trinity County Board of Supervisors voted to take no action regarding this
proposed acquisition by the WCB.

Mr. Dick Austin, Supervisor of District 1 of Trinity County in whose district
this property is located, spoke in opposition to the proposal. It was his
contention that there was adequate public access, pointing out there were six
public access sites in approximately 3 miles of river, plus other public
lands. He also pointed out there was not adequate policing of the other
public areas and no sanitary facilities on the river to keep the area clean.

il
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Mr. Neil Meyer and Mr. Bill Diemer, Lewiston residents, also spoke in opposi-
tion to State acquisition of this property, citing lack of personnel to
adequately police the area and maintain the areas properly. It was also

Mr. Diemer's contention that funds could be better utilized for hatchery
personnel. A . :

Mr. Russ Denney and Jess Freeman, also from the area, stated they were not
opposed to the acquisition, but wanted assurances that proper maintenance
and patrol would be provided upon State acquisition.

Mr. Ron Rice spoke in favor of the acquisition and presented a petition with
150 signatures, all in favor of the project. '

Mr. Fullerton assured each of the speakers that the Department of Fish and Game
will be a '""good neighbor' in keeping the area clean and will ask the Fish and
Game Commission to adopt requlations that would enable the Department to prop-
erly manage the area. He pointed out that funds for this project are from
pari-mutuel taxes earmarked for capital outlay projects and cannot be used

for management of hatcheries. He also stated that he will look into the com=-
plaint that warden personnel would not follow through on calls from the public
regarding violations of fish and game regulations.

in regard to Ms. Morgan's question as to the ultimate plan for this area,

Mr. Fullerton advised that there would be a parking area provided and that it
would house biologists working the river. He mentioned that there is funding
in the budget for work on the river to try to rehabilitate the fishery, and
the housing would provide a base for those personnel. It would not be kept
vacant because of vandalism problems.

In regard to Mr. Galletti's question as to what recourse the people might have

should the Department fail to maintain the area properly, Mr. Fullerton stated

that they should come back to the Fish and Game Commission, or whoever might

be responsible for the operation and maintenance, such as the County of Trinity
or BLM.

There was discussion about the law enforcement problem which would be encoun-
tered, whether or not the acquisition was made of this property. This
problem stems from the fact that, as Ms. Morgan put it, you cannot make good
fishermen from bad people and the lack of sufficient wardens. It was Ms.
Morgan's desire to see the development of a management plan for the area,
which Mr. Fullerton promised to send her when it was completed and before it
goes before the Fish and Game Commission. As far as the patrol probliem was
concerned, Mr. Galletti assured the audience that Mr. Fullerton will follow
up on it. : :

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FULLERTON, SECONDED BY MS. MORGAN, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY AT
TRINITY RIVER - OLD LEWISTON MILL FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT AREA,
TRINITY COUNTY; ALLOCATE $120,000 FOR ACQUISITION AND RELATED COSTS
FROM THE WILDLIFE RESTORATION FUND; AND AUTHORIZE STAFF AND THE
DEPARTMENT TO PROCEED SUBSTANTIALLY AS PLANNED.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
-7~
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Clarksburg Public Access - Improvements, Yolo County $77,000.00

The Clarksburg Access, a h-acre parcel approximately 18 miles south of
Sacramento, was acquired and developed in 1958 by the Board to provide a
public fishing and boating access to the Sacramento River. The project is
on a narrow flat berm between the levee road and the river, the only such
site for miles which is large enough for a launching ramp and parking.

Some of the best fishing spots on the Sacramento River are found in this
vicinity and the access facilities are very heavily used in season. There

has long been a need to upgrade the parking area so that more cars and trailers
can be accommodated and access and traffic will be better controlled.

Plans developed by the department engineering section call for minor grading
of the site for drainage purposes, asphalt surfacing and striping the parking
area, reconstructing the access and exit ramps adjacent to the county road
and adding traffic barriers and curbs to keep vehicles off the unsurfaced
areas.

Care has been taken to preserve as many of the existing trees as possible,

but five cottonwoods are to be removed because they are diseased and are
becoming a hazard to the public. The safety of those entering or leaving the
area has also been a concern and this will be improved by flattening the access
ramps and adding pavement markings.

The cost estimate for these improvements as prepared by the department
engineers is as follows:

Site preparation $2,000
Earthwork 10,000
Aggregate base 25,000
Asphalt concrete 29,000
Striping, signs, curbs & barriers _ 4,000

; Subtotal $70,000
Contingencies, 10% 7,000
Total Estimated Cost $77,000

The Department, as lead agency for this project, has determined that the
activity is Categorically Exempt from the California Environmental Quality
Act, under Class 2, Section 15102, of the State Guidelines.

The County of Yolo has by a Cooperative Agreement operated and maintained
this project and the agreement has been extended to 2003.

It was staff recommendation the Board approve the Clarksburg Public Access
Improvement project, allocate $77,000 therefor from the Wildlife Restoration
Fund, and authorize staff and the department to proceed with the project sub-
stantially as planned.

Ms. Morgan asked if there were any objections to this proposal and was
advised that there were none.
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IT WAS MOVED BY MS. MORGAN, SECONDED BY MR. FULLERTON, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE THE CLARKSBURG PUBLIC ACCESS
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT; ALLOCATE $77,000 THEREFOR FROM THE WILDLIFE
RESTORATION FUND; AND AUTHORIZE STAFF AND THE DEPARTMENT TO PRO-
CEED WITH THE PROJECT SUBSTANTIALLY AS PLANNED.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Slinkard/Little Antelope Valley Wildlife Area, Mono County $32,300.00

This proposal is to acquire the remaining 2/5 interest in a 640 acre parcel
which is part of the 10,800+ acre Slinkard/Little Antelope Wildlife Area,
Mono County.

This wildlife area, purchased after authorization by the Board on April 24,
1978, lies on the lower eastern slopes of the Sierra Nevada mountains about
20 miles northerly of Bridgeport.  The parcel in question is at the north
end of the wildlife area, including about 520 acres north of Monitor Pass
Highway No. 89.

Staff was successful in acquiring the interests of the major landowner, which
included clear title to 10,160 acres and an undivided 3/5 interest in the 640
acres in question. Efforts to acquire the remaining 2/5 interest were unfruit-
ful.

Recent contact has indicated that one owner would be willing to sell his 1/5
interest for the current fair market value, but more recently sold his inter-
est to the other 1/5 interest owner, although a current title report does

not confirm this.

It is therefore recommended that the Board authorize staff to make formal
offers to each of the 1/5 interest owners at the fair market value of $15,400
each, and to acquire these interests as available.

An additional allocation of $1,500 is recommended to cover incidental costs
including escrow fees and Real Estate Service review costs.

Management of this area by the Department for wildlife and recreational purposés
would be considerably facilitated by acquisition of these remaining interests,
particularly in controlling livestock grazing.

The proposed acquisition is within Class 13 of Categorical Exemptions from
CEQA requirements. Class 13 consists of the acquisition of lands for fish
and wildlife conservation purposes, including fish and wildlife habi tat,
establishing ecological reserves under Fish and Game Code Section 1580 and
preserving access to public lands and waters where the purpose of the acqui-
sition is to preserve the land in its natural condition.

Mr. Hart recommended that the Board approve the purchase of the two 1/5 inter-

ests as proposed, as available, or acquiring the 2/5 interest from the one
owner, allocate $32,300 for their purchase and related costs from the Wildlife

_9-..
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Restoration Fund and authorize staff and the Department to proceed substan-
tially as planned.

Mr. Galletti asked if this property has been appraised, and Mr. Hart responded
that staff has used an older appraisal and updated it, with the final appraisal
figure approved by the Real Estate Services Division of the Department of Gen-
eral Services.

It was brought out that the owner or owners would have the right to 40% of
the grazing rights and could not develop it; however, they could go to

court and demand a division of their undivided interest in the property, in
which case the 2/5 interest owner could develop its holding, which would not
be in the best interest of the deer herd.

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FULLERTON, SECONDED BY MS. MORGAN, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE PURCHASE OF THE 2/5 INTEREST AT
SLINKARD/LITTLE ANTELOPE VALLEY WILDLIFE AREA, MONO COUNTY; ALLO-
CATE $32,300 FOR THE PURCHASE AND RELATED COSTS FROM THE WILDLIFE
RESTORATION FUND; AND AUTHORIZE STAFF AND THE DEPARTMENT TO PROCEED
SUBSTANTIALLY AS PLANNED.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

South Fork Kern River (Schaeffer) Fish Barrier, Tulare County

The upper stretches and tributaries of the South Fork of the Kern River make
up much of the original habitat of the golden trout. This trout is the
official state fish, native only to a limited area in the southern Sierra
Nevada mountains.

The golden trout has been transplanted to other waters, as well as outside
the state, but hybridizes rather readily and does not maintain a pure strain
where it can intermix with rainbow trout.

The Department of Fish and Game in recent years has increasingly focused
efforts on protecting and restoring the pure strain of this unique trout in
its native habitat to ensure its perpetuation. This is a cooperative effort
with the U.S. Forest Service, which manages the public lands generally encom-
passing the area involved. Special status and added protection to most of
this area were provided fairly recently through the establishment of the
Golden Trout Wilderness Area.

A serious problem to the perpetuation of golden trout here has been intrusion
of brown trout that have worked their way up the South Fork Kern. Such brown
trout come from populations that became established from inadvertent stock-
ing in the lower stretches of this fork many years ago. The brown trout grow
larger, are highly piscivorous, and soon dominate invaded areas to the virtual
exclusion of the golden trout.

-10-
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Sufficient efforts have been made to control this problem by constructing
barriers to upstream passage of fish, and then removing the brown trout up-
stream from the barrier, to demonstrate that this system will work. However,
the barriers tried were essentially low-cost, makeshift affairs that were
not substantial enough to last through heavy runoff periods. One exception
is a remaining rock barrier in a favorable site in a gorge just above Ram-
shaw Meadows.

In the summer of 1980, the U.S. Forest Service constructed a substantial,
gabion-type barrier farther downstream on the South Fork Kern, at the lower
end of Templeton Meadows. This structure is felt to be adequately engineered
and constructed to last for a long period of time. It was constructed with
labor from YACC crews, with materials from onsite, or packed in or flown in
by helicopter.

However, the protection plan calls for two main barriers, in addition to the
Ramshaw barrier, to provide the margin of safety needed in case one barrier
fails.

If reliance is placed on protection by a single main barrier, all gains would
be lost if the barrier should somehow fail. It is a slow, laborious and
expensive project to remove all brown trout in the stream system above the
barrier sites.

in view of the cooperative nature of the overall project, each agency agreed
to attempt to fund one of the main barriers so that the second main barrier is
proposed for State funding as a WCB project. It would be located at the next
suitable site about 53 miles downstream, outside the wilderness area. A road
from the Monache Meadows area leads to within approximately 1% miles of the
site, which should appreciably facilitate supply and construction.

The structure itself would be a rock gabion dam 70' - 80' long, 12' wide, and
with a spillway 6' high, similar to the barrier constructed last year. The
rock material necessary can be taken from the immediate vicinity of the con-
struction site.

The original plan was to construct this barrier with YACC crews also, with
USFS engineering and supervision to benefit for experience gained in the
barrier construction last year. The Inyo National Forest had provided an
estimate of $78,000 in total costs for construction in this manner.

However, YACC crews now will not be available this year due to reductions in
the federal budget, so that current plans are to shift to State CCC crews.
Indications are that they would be willing to do this. A new camp starting
up in the Uplands area in San Bernardino County can handle it and staff is

in the midst of conducting negotiations with CCC people as to what they can
do, what the costs will be, what the Department can handle, and what will
need to be contracted out to the Forest Service. It is desirable to minimize
the contract with the Forest Service because we will have to pay a 35% overhead
cost. |In order to get the project underway, it is desirable to have it
approved in principle, short of final approval. This will give us time to
finalize cost estimates to bring it before the Board in a June meeting for
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funding, and get the work started in July or early August with project com=
pletion by about mid-October because of weather. A separate CEQA clearance
is necessary, although NEPA clearance process has been completed.

Mr. Hart further reported that the project constructed last summer was with
helicopter and pack service to the site. This location is about % to 3/4 hour
walk from a road so it should be easier and perhaps cheaper to construct.

It was Mr. Hart's recommendation that the Board approve the project in prin-
ciple, and authorize staff to proceed with obtaining a special use permit,
short of final approval at this time.

IT WAS MOVED BY MS. MORGAN, SECONDED BY MR. FULLERTON, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE THE SOUTH FORK KERN RIVER
(SCHAEFFER) FISH BARRIER, TULARE COUNTY, IN PRINCIPLE ON A COOPERA-
TIVE BASIS WITH THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE AND THE CALIFORNIA CONSER-
VATION CORPS; AND AUTHORIZE STAFF AND THE DEPARTMENT TO PROCEED WITH
OBTAINING NECESSARY PERMITS AND AGREEMENTS FOR THE PROJECT, ON THE
BASIS THAT FINALIZED PLANS, AGREEMENTS, AND COST ESTIMATES WILL BE
PRESENTED TO THE BOARD FOR APPROVAL AND ALLOCATION OF FUNDS AT ITS
NEXT MEETING.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Hill Slough Wildlife Area - Internal Development, Phase 11, $147,400.00

Solano County

This project is proposed by the Department of Fish and Game, as part of the
continuing process of developing this wildlife area previously acquired by the
Wildlife Conservation Board.

The Hill Slough Wildlife Area ge