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State of California

The Resources Agency
Department of Fish and Game
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD

Minutes, Meeting of November 29, 1982

Pursuant to the call of the Chairman, the Wildlife Conservation Board
met in Room 113, State Capitol, Sacramento, California, on November 29,
1982. The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chairman Norman B.
Livermore, Jr.

Roll Call

PRESENT:

ABSENT:

Norman B. Livermore, Jr. Chairman

E. C. Fullerton Member

Susanne Morgan Member

Assemblyman Norman S. Waters Joint Interim Committee

Greg deGierre, vice Senator Keene " "

Senator Robert Presley Joint Interim Committee
Senator David Roberti & A l
Assemblyman Douglas H. Bosco "

STAFF PRESENT:

W. John Schmidt Executive Officer

Alvin G. Rutsch Assistant Executive Officer
John Wentzel Field Agent

James V. Sarro Land Agent

Howard Dick Land Agent

Marylyn Gzyms Accountant

Beth Manwaring Stenographer

Alma Koyasako Secretary

OTHERS PRESENT:

Mr. and Mrs. Elwood Davis Alpine Co. Fish & Game Comm.
Bill Schafer Dept. of Fish & Game
Paul Jensen Dept. of Fish & Game, Region 2

Approval of Minutes

Chairman Livermore advised that the minutes of the previous meetings of
the Wildlife Conservation Board have been published and circulated and
now require approval.

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FULLERTON, SECONDED BY MS. MORGAN, THAT
THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 24 AND AUGUST 5, 1982, MEETINGS OF THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD BE APPROVED AS PUBLISHED.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
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Funding Status

The Executive Officer, John Schmidt, reported that at the last WCB meeting,
it was requested that information relative to funds available to the WCB
be expanded to include all fund sources, and the following information was
provided.

a. Wildlife Restoration Fund

Unallocated balance at end of 8/5/82 meeting . . . . . . $4,137,407.76
Plus pari-mutuel revenue . . « « « + « s+ o ¢ o o 750,000.00
Plus 2nd Annual Payment on Madera Lake Sale . . . . 161,555 .77
Unallocated balance at beginning of 11/29/82 meeting . . $5,048,963.53

It was noted by Ms. Morgan and confirmed by Mr. Schmidt that the balance
shown for the Wildlife Restoration Fund as of the beginning of the Novem-
ber 29, 1982, meeting is different from the balance at the end of the
August 5, 1982, meeting because of the receipt of the two amounts listed.

b. Energy & Resources Fund

Unallocated balance at beginning of 11/29/82 meeting . . E},l72,600.00

¢. 1976 State Urban and Coastal Park Fund

(L) Coastal Wetlands
Unallocated balance at beginning of 11/29/82 meeting $2,488,407.76

(2) Interior Wetlands & Riparian Habitat
Unallocated balance at beginning of 11/29/82 meeting - 62,833.83

(3) Development
Unallocated balance at beginning of 11/29/82 meeting - 958,000.00

Mr. Schmidt indicated that the balances shown for each fund are as of today's
meeting date. Chairman Livermore asked how long the WCB has been operating
with the annual $750,000 appropriation, and Mr. Schmidt responded that it has
been since 1955. This information brought about discussion of the Wildlife
Restoration Fund and the advisability of seeking additional funds, in view

of the inflation factor in the 27 years since the fund was established.

Ms. Morgan advised that there was a big change in the law governing the divi-
sion of the pari-mutuel monies which resulted in a net reduction in the State's
take and an increase for the horsemen from this fund source. Although she
would support any effort to increase the funding for the WCB, she realized

that it would be quite a difficult task. Assemblyman Waters offered to try
legislatively to increase this funding, if that was the wish of the Board.
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There was consensus that an effort should be made at this time to secure
an increase in the annual appropriation.

IT WAS MOVED BY MS. MORGAN, SECONDED BY ASSEMBLYMAN WATERS, AS

A JOINT MOTION, THAT THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER BE DIRECTED TO DO SOME
STAFF WORK IN AN EFFORT TO GET AN INCREASE IN THE ANNUAL WILDLIFE
RESTORATION FUND APPROPRIATION.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

WILDLIFE RESTORATION FUND PROJECT

Salt Creek Wildlife Area, Riverside County $1,000.00

This proposal is for the acquisition by quitclaim deed from the U.S.A. of 320
acres along a tributary of Salt Creek near the Salton Sea. The Salt Creek
drainage area has been recommended by the Department for acquisition for pre-
servation of desert creek and spring habitats, as well as areas for hunting
of upland game birds and rabbits. Furthermore, these lands have great value
for nonconsumptive uses such as hiking, bird watching and nature study.

Jim Sarro, Land Agent, indicated the location of the proposed acquisition on
a map displayed and described the project as a free transfer except for costs
of processing the transfer through the Department of General Services.

The Salt Creek drainage is highly significant on both the State and local
levels because portions of it provide ideal habitat for the endangered desert
pupfish.

The subject 320 acres.was acquired by the United States Bureau of Reclamation
approximately one year ago and has been offered to the Department for manage-
ment as a first step in acquisition of lands for what the Department hopes
will be a 2,500+ acre wildlife area in the future.

It is expected that transfer costs and costs of review of the transaction by
the Department of General Services will be approximately $1,000. The acqui-
sition is exempt from CEQA requirements pursuant to Class 13 of Categorical

Exemptions.

Me. Schmidt recommended that the Board approve this acquisition, allocate
$1,000 from the Wildlife Restoration Fund for expenses of transfer, and auth-
orize staff and the Department to proceed substantially as planned.

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FULLERTON, SECONDED BY MS. MORGAN, THAT THE
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE ACQUISITION OF LANDS FROM THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR THE SALT CREEK WILDLIFE AREA, RIVERSIDE
COUNTY; ALLOCATE $1,000 FROM THE WILDLIFE RESTORATION FUND FOR
EXFENSES OF TRANSFER; AND AUTHORIZE STAFF AND THE DEPARTMENT TO PRO-
CEED SUBSTANTIALLY AS PLANNED.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY








