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Special Closures

 Designated by the California Fish and Game
Commission

» May offer additional, geographically-specific
protection to marine species such as seabirds and
marine mammals

* May coincide with, overlap, or be separate from
proposed marine protected areas (MPAS)

* May be designated as seasonal or year-round
* Typically designated as no-access areas
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Special Closures Work Group

 Special closures work group made up of MLPA
North Coast Regional Stakeholder Group
(NCRSG) members and interested members of the
public
— Supported by staff
— Met three times during Round 3

* Forwarded recommendation to NCRSG

Round 3 Notes on Special Closures

* Proposal 0 (existing MPASs) does not include special
closures

* Round 3 NCRSG Special Closures Recommendation
Is separate from, but intended to accompany the

Round 3 NCRSG MPA Proposal

Information on the NCRSG Special Closures Recommendation available online
at: http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa/mpaproposals_nc.asp
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NCRSG Special Closures Recommendation

» Seven special closure options:
—2 focus on marine mammal protection
-5 focus on marine bird protection

* All special closures recommended as 300 foot no-
entry zones

* 4 of the 7 special closures are seasonal closures,
from March 1 - August 31

* Included proposal for an alternative to special
closures at Green Rock and Flatiron Rock

* Included language regarding intention to allow
access for traditional, non-commercial, tribal activities
when it becomes possible within State of California
statutory authority

Round 3 Special Closures
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Southwest Seal Rock

300 foot, year-round closure

» Steller sea lion rookery (1 of 2 in study region)

» Approximately 5.3 miles from land

» Potential impacts to recreational and commercial fishers

Castle Rock

300 foot, year-
round closure

* Major seabird
breeding site:
~120,000
individuals of 11
seabirds species

 Potential impacts
to kayakers, small
boat fishers

* No public access
on the island




False Klamath Rock

* 300 foot seasonal
closure

* Closed March 1 to
August 31

» Seabird breeding site:
~45,000 individuals of
8 seabird species

* Potential impacts to
kayakers, small boat
fishers

 Potential co-management opportunity with Redwood

National and State Parks
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Sugarloaf Island

300 foot, year-
round closure

» Steller sea lion
rookery

* Potential impacts
to fishing

J.1



Steamboat Rock

* 300 foot seasonal
closure

* Closed March 1 to
August 31

» Seabird breeding site:
~10,000 individuals of
4 seabirds species

» Overlaps with South
Cape Mendocino SMR

* Potential impacts to
fishing
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Rockport Rocks

» 300 foot seasonal
closure

* Closed March 1 to
August 31

» Seabird breeding site:
~2,500 individuals of
7 seabird species

* Potential impacts to

fishing, recreational
abalone divers
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» 300 foot seasonal
closure

e Closed March 1 to
August 31

» Seabird breeding
site: ~9,000
individuals of 7
seabird species

* Potential impacts to
sea urchin divers and
abalone divers

Vizcaino Rock
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