May 2010
Executive Director's Message
Recently, work groups of the MLPA North Coast Regional Stakeholder Group (NCRSG) came together
for their first work sessions and began developing Round 2 draft marine protected area (MPA) proposals.
The NCRSG members were equipped with the MLPA Master Plan Science Advisory Team (SAT)
evaluation of "Round 1" external proposed MPA arrays, along with important guidance from the MLPA
Blue Ribbon Task Force and feedback from the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG),
California Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks), and MLPA Initiative staff. While many of the
stakeholders worked together during the development of Round 1 external arrays, these work sessions
marked the launch of the NCRSG MPA planning process where NCRSG members began to work
together, as a formal part of the MLPA Initiative, to integrate the diverse range of interests represented on
the NCRSG, consider external arrays, and incorporate valuable public input – into this phase of MPA
proposal development. I have encouraged NCRSG members to balance important tradeoffs while striving
to meet the important guidelines, and achieve broad, cross-interest support.
The cross-interest deliberations began at the first work sessions on April 20-21 in Fort Bragg and will
continue during the next work session and meeting May 19-20 in Crescent City. I invite members of the
public to provide the NCRSG with specific feedback – whether in person or via email, mail or fax – on the
components of the draft MPA proposals that you support or do not support, and why. Please also
consider how the proposed MPA proposals, and your comments, help meet the goals of the MLPA. In
addition, I encourage you to take advantage of the upcoming public workshops scheduled for July, which
will be an opportunity where the MLPA Initiative comes to you to get your thoughts on Round 2 draft MPA
proposals. This valuable public input will assist the NCRSG during the final round to develop strong
cross-interest proposals.
~Ken Wiseman, Executive Director

Meeting Highlights
Blue Ribbon Task Force
The MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force (BRTF) held its fourth meeting in Crescent City on May 3-4. During
this day-and-a-half meeting, the BRTF received an overview on changes to the regional profile of the
MLPA North Coast Study Region. The public and California tribes and tribal communities were also
invited to provide the BRTF with any new, missing or inaccurate information specific to the profile.

The BRTF also reviewed eight "Round 1" external proposed MPA arrays submitted by north coast
community groups and received the evaluation results of external arrays from the science advisory team,
DFG, State Parks and MLPA Initiative staff. Following review of the Round 1 external MPA arrays, the
BRTF reaffirmed its guidance to the NCRSG for developing "Round 2" draft MPA proposals:
•

•
•
•

•

MPA proposals should meet the science guidelines provided in the MLPA, in the California
Marine Life Protection Act Master Plan for Marine Protected Areas, and by the science advisory
team
MPA proposals should have a backbone of MPAs that have a very high or high level of protection
(as assigned by the science advisory team), including some state marine reserves
The NCRSG should generate a range of MPA proposals in Round 2 and strive for cross-interest
support in their MPA designs
The NCRSG should consider unique aspects of the study region, including weather conditions,
safety concerns, existing fisheries management measures, and aspects of local economies, while
still meeting the science guidelines
Stakeholder input and local knowledge is important, and should be used to supplement the best
readily available scientific information

In addition, the task force directed the MLPA staff to provide a written memo to the NCRSG that clarifies
BRTF guidance regarding developing draft MPA proposals in Round 2. During its discussion regarding
Round 2 guidance, the task force discussed traditional, non-commercial tribal uses of marine resources in
the MLPA North Coast Study Region. The task force will meet on Monday, May 17 via teleconference and
webinar to continue its discussion on this issue and provide further guidance to the NCRSG and SAT
specific to tribal uses.
During the afternoon of May 4, the task force participated in a field trip to Smith River Rancheria, Pelican
State Beach and Point St. George. The BRTF will meet again on May 17 via teleconference and webinar.
North Coast Regional Stakeholder Group
On April 20-21, work groups of the MLPA North Coast Regional Stakeholder Group (NCRSG) held their
first work sessions in Fort Bragg. During these work sessions, NCRSG members met in their respective
gem groups (Ruby and Sapphire) for two all-day work sessions to begin designing cross-interest draft
MPA proposals.
A tremendous "thank you" to more than 100 members of the Mendocino County community who
contributed to a fabulous potluck on Monday, May 19 at the Caspar Community Center.

The NCRSG work groups will continue their MPA planning discussions in work sessions on May 19. An
NCRSG meeting will be held on May 20, during which NCRSG members will complete their preparation of
draft MPA proposals to be forwarded for Round 2 evaluation and public input.

Upcoming Public Meetings & Events
Public Meetings
All meetings are open to the public and are also simultaneously webcast on the day of the meeting (field
trips not included); meeting details are available on the MLPA website.
Open houses and workshops are generally not videotaped or webcast. Work sessions are not videotaped
or webcast; click here to learn more about NCRSG work sessions. To the extent possible, public
participation locations are also set up in at least one other city within the study region (Crescent City,
Eureka and/or Fort Bragg) to provide members of the public with a stable Internet connection for the
webcast and the opportunity to provide comments during the public comment period(s).
All meeting agendas are posted to the MLPA website at least one week in advance of the meeting.
Meeting materials are posted as soon as they become available. In addition to the simultaneous webcast
of meetings, the video and audio archives are posted online within two days of each meeting.
Monday May, 17, 2010
Blue Ribbon Task Force
May 17, 2010
2:00 p.m. via teleconference and online meeting
Toll-free conference call
Dial-in number: 1 (877) 615-4337
Passcode: 6384800#
Presentations via GoToMeeting
Make your reservation now at https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/167242792
Wednesday, May 19*
North Coast Regional Stakeholder Group
Hampton Inn & Suites
100 A Street
Crescent City, CA 95531
Thursday, May 20, 2010
North Coast Regional Stakeholder Group
Elk Valley Rancheria Community Center
2332 Howland Hill Road
Crescent City, CA 95531
* Work Sessions: Work sessions provide NCRSG members with focused, face-to-face opportunities to
pursue their charge of developing alternative MPA proposals. NCRSG work sessions are not formal
public meetings and are not videotaped or webcast. All work sessions are open to members of the public,
who may attend as observers; while there is no formal public comment forum, there are informal
opportunities for members of the public to share their perspectives with NCRSG members and MLPA
Initiative staff. To help create a "safe space" for NCRSG members to explore MPA ideas, the public will
not be permitted to videotape, audiotape or take pictures of work group discussions during the work
sessions. Accredited media interested in covering an NCRSG work session must receive prior permission
from the MLPA Initiative media relations team.

Community Events
Upcoming Public Workshops
Save the date! A series of public workshops will be held in early July in the north coast study region.
These workshops are an opportunity for the public to review and comment on Round 2 draft proposals.
Tuesday, July 6
5:00-7:00 p.m.
C.V. Starr Community Center
300 South Lincoln Street
Fort Bragg, CA
Wednesday, July 7
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Humboldt Bay Aquatic Center
921 Waterfront Drive, Room 211
Eureka, CA
Thursday, July 8
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Elk Valley Rancheria Community Center
2332 Howland Hill Road
Crescent City, CA

Frequently Asked Questions
What does best readily-available science mean?
"Best readily-available science" is the best data that is accessible in a format that can be readily
incorporated into the marine protected area (MPA) planning process. Marine systems are highly complex
and new information is constantly being generated by ongoing research. Recognizing this, and that
complete information, knowledge and understanding will never exist to fully inform management
decisions, the California State Legislature requires the use of best readily-available science in decisions
regarding the creation of new MPAs and any major modifications of existing MPAs under the Marine Life
Protection Act (MLPA) (California Fish and Game Code §2855(a)).
In the MLPA North Coast Study Region (NCSR), the MLPA Initiative worked to identify readily-available
science and information in part by hosting a data outreach workshop at the start of the MLPA north coast
process in July of 2009 to build upon the data already identified. Following this outreach, the MLPA
Initiative engaged in joint fact-finding with stakeholders, community groups, local agencies, tribes and
tribal communities, scientists, and members of the public during the drafting and revision of the north
coast regional profile. Additionally, the SAT established a protocol for submitting data to the MLPA
Initiative to help inform the planning process (Items D1 and D2 at the December 16, 2009 SAT meeting).
While there will always be additional information that may further inform MPA planning, a large amount
already exists to help California citizens redesign the system of state MPAs to achieve the goals of the
MLPA. Current information is based on a long history of scientific research and data gathering, not only in
California, but also around the world, on marine habitats, oceanography and marine species, among

other topics. As further information and data is generated after the MPA planning process, it can be used
for informing adaptive management of the statewide system of MPAs.

How is best readily-available science used in the MPA planning process?
Data are used in a variety of ways in the MLPA Initiative planning process. Information about the NCSR is
made available to stakeholders in the regional profile, as well as in an online decision support tool called
MarineMap. The NCRSG uses the best readily available information to help inform their discussions and
decisions on where to place MPAs. The SAT uses data to create guidelines and conduct evaluations of
MPA proposals. Additionally, data are conveyed though scientific presentations given during the north
coast MPA planning process.
Scientific guidelines for MPA planning are provided in the text of the MLPA; further details are outlined in
the California Marine Life Protection Act Master Plan for Marine Protected Areas, as adopted by the
California Fish and Game Commission after substantial public input and scientific peer review. The
methods and application of the guidelines in the master plan have been peer reviewed and found to be
scientifically sound. In keeping with the best readily-available science, the science guidance is reviewed,
refined and improved in each study region as the planning process proceeds.
In the NCSR, the SAT used the best readily-available science to tailor the science guidelines and
evaluations to the unique conditions of the study region. Results of the scientific evaluations are provided
to the NCRSG and BRTF, who will incorporate the results into their planning and decisions, as well as the
public. After the MPA planning process is completed, new science will continue to help improve
California's network of MPAs by informing an adaptive management process.

What new information specific to the north coast is available to help inform the planning
process?
MLPA Initiative staff worked to compile information about the NCSR in the north coast regional profile.
Information in the regional profile is relevant to marine protected area (MPA) planning for the NCSR and
was developed and revised with significant input from a broad range of groups and individuals. The
regional profile includes information on ecological, biophysical, socioeconomic, and jurisdictional
characteristics, as well as the management setting of the NCSR, among other topics such as information
on California tribes and tribal communities. The regional profile is comprised of informational text,
appendices with statistical information, and two atlases displaying spatial information.
Spatial information is particularly useful in MPA planning. Appendix A of the regional profile lists more
than 150 data layers that have been compiled for use in the MPA planning process, many of which have
been made available via an online decision support tool called MarineMap
(http://northcoast.marinemap.org/). Examples of the data sets include:
•
•
•
•
•

detailed mapping of the ocean floor to help identify locations and extent of marine habitats;
recreational harvest of abalone to help identify areas of high and low use;
fishery closures, including rockfish conservation areas;
a human uses atlas of 27 different consumptive and non-consumptive uses and activities to help
identify on a broad scale where these activities take place; and
a survey of commercial and recreational fishermen (for 10 commercial fisheries, commercial
passenger fishing vessels, private vessels, kayak fishing, and consumptive diving, as well as
seaweed harvesting and oyster mariculture statistics) and resulting maps showing areas of high
importance so that localized use may be considered in MPA planning. These data are also used

by the SAT for evaluating potential impacts to commercial and recreational fishing by alternative
MPA proposals.
The examples described above are only a few of the many types of information specific to the north coast
study region available for MPA planning. Members of the public are invited to explore these and other
data using both the north coast regional profile and MarineMap.

Get Involved
The success of the MLPA largely depends on the continued involvement of the public. There are a
number of ways that members of the public can participate in this process:
Have you contacted your regional stakeholder group members?
Share your questions and concerns with the MLPA North Coast Regional Stakeholder Group (NCRSG)
members. Composed of your local representatives, the NCRSG is charged with drafting marine protected
area (MPA) recommendations for the north coast segment of California's statewide MPA network.
Contact an NCRSG member today and ensure your voice is included in the MPA planning process.
Stay informed
•
•

Attend meetings or view live webcasts or archived videos of meetings
Facebook iconThe MLPA Initiative is on Facebook! Join the MLPA Initiative group on Facebook
for the latest MLPA news

Provide feedback
Providing feedback is one of the most important ways to get involved in the MLPA Initiative. Public
comment provided at meetings should be concise and focused on specific ideas or suggestions (click
here for suggested guidelines for providing public comment). While the time available for verbal
comments at meetings is usually limited, there is no limit on the length of comments submitted in writing.
All written comments can be submitted via email, mail or fax:
Email: AskMPA@wildlife.ca.gov
Mail: Marine Life Protection Act Initiative
c/o California Natural Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: 916.653.8102
All written comments are compiled on a weekly basis and distributed to the I-Team and MLPA Initiative
groups (BRTF, NCRSG and SAT as appropriate). Please do not send comments to SAT or BRTF
members directly.
Specific opportunities to provide input include:
•
•

View current MPA arrays and proposals anytime by
clicking http://www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/mpa/mpaproposals_nc.asp or visiting MarineMap
Submitting feedback on documents open for public comment

•
•
•

Participating in workshops, open houses and public information presentations
Contacting a member of the north coast regional stakeholder group
Submitting comments, ideas and suggestions to AskMPA@wildlife.ca.gov

Spread the word
•
•

Circulate North Coast News to help ensure others in your community are aware of the MLPA
Initiative, upcoming meetings and opportunities for public involvement
If you are a leader in your community and/or have access to a large number of constituents,
become a "Key Communicator." Contact the Public Outreach and Education Team via email or
call (707) 832-4088 to learn more.

Marine Life Protection Act Initiative
c/o California Natural Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814
916.654.1885 office
916.653.8102 fax
AskMPA@wildlife.ca.gov
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/marine/mpa/

