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Note on this Assembled Comments Document
This document contains public comments relative to the Round 3 Marine Life Protection Act
(MLPA) North Coast Regional Stakeholder group (NCRSG) Special Closures
Recommendation, as submitted through an online form.
Only one comment was submitted through the online form specifically about special closures,
which is presented in this document. The same commenter also submitted comments about
the Round 3 NCRSG Marine Protected Area Proposal, which are presented in a separate
compilation of public comments.
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Comments Related to Special Closures
Name of Special Closure(s):
SPECIAL CLOSURES
Special closures are crucial to the viability of seabird and marine mammal populations in the
north coast. Breeding seabirds and marine mammals are prone to disturbance and are known
to abandon their nests after as little as one disturbance event from boats, foot traffic or aircraft.
This susceptibility to disturbance is the rationale for a 300-foot closure around the Farallon
Islands National Wildlife Refuge; the six special closures recently put into place for the North
Central Coast MLPA study region; and, for the initiation of the Seabird Protection Network of
the Gulf of the Farallones National Wildlife Refuge.
Few areas in California are in more need of these safeguards than the North Coast. Its
abundant rocks and islets supports 40% of California’s breeding seabirds, over 500,000
individuals. Among the 13 species breeding here are California Species of Special Concern
Fork-tailed Storm-petrel, Cassin’s Auklet and Tufted Puffin. Seabirds are an integral part of
the marine ecosystem, bolster the quality of life for residents, and contribute tourist revenue to
the region. The North Coast’s rocks and islets comprise most of the California Coastal National
Monument, managed by the Bureau of Land Management, which ranks seabird conservation
as one of its top priorities for the Monument."
In May the Special Closures Work Group, comprised of a healthy cross-section of interests,
including Tribes and fishing, agreed to forward 10 sites for introduction to the larger
Stakeholder Group. These sites were selected for their high importance to breeding seabirds
and/or marine mammals as well as their negligible impacts on recreational or commercial
fishing access or revenues. Each site had been identified as a seabird or marine mammal
hotspot by the North Coast Science Advisory Team. Of the 10 sites, Castle Rock, False
Klamath Complex, and Trinidad Complex are considered globally significant colonies in that
they support 10,000-250,000 breeding seabirds.
At its final work session, the Stakeholder Group agreed to forward seven of the 10 sites to the
BRTF. These seven comprise less than one-third of the important seabird colonies in the North
Coast study area, as defined by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and would go far to
safeguard the North Coast’s magnificent marine bird life into the future. We strongly urge the
BRTF to approve this set of closures without further modification.
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